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LEFT: 

A group of 
Cowbridge pupils 
are pictured 
holding their own 
editorial 

conference at the 
offices of The 
GEM. 

(TO FIND OUT 
WHY, SEE THE 
FULL STORY 
ON PAGE 3) 


Ambulance response 
times for Cowbridge 
‘well short of target’ 


FIGURES present- are falling well 
ed at a recent coun- short of targets set 
cil meeting show by the Welsh 
that ambulance Government, 
response times in when it comes to ‘red 
the Cowbridge area alert’ call-outs - where 
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the target is to get there 
within eight minutes - 
only 38 per cent of 
responses in the CF71 
area were getting there in 
time. 

The CF71 area starts 
at Welsh St Donats, and 
includes Cowbridge, 
Ewenny, Llandow and St 
Bride’s Major. 

The meeting was told 
that the main problem 
was that ambulances 
were frequently stuck at 
hospital A & E depart¬ 
ments because beds were 
not available. 

For patients in the 
Vale, there were delays at 
the University Hospital 
of Wales, Cardiff, and at 
the Princess of Wales 
Hospital, Bridgend. 


The statistics were 
revealed by Richard Lee, 
the regional director of 
the Welsh Ambulance 
Services NHS Trust, 
when he attended a meet¬ 
ing of Llantwit Major 
Town Council. 

Mr Lee told council¬ 
lors that his aim in mak¬ 
ing the presentation was 
to be “completely trans¬ 
parent” and to explain 
the problems that the 
ambulance service faced. 

Figures quoted were 
for the period May 2011 
to October 2011. 

The Llantwit council¬ 
lors were told that the 
response figures for the 
two postcodes in the 
Llantwit area, CF61 and 
CF62, were better. 


The CF62 area, which 
includes St Athan, 
Rhoose and parts of 
Barry, had a response 
twice as good as 
Cowbridge, at 75.87 per 
cent. 

CF61, the rest of 
Llantwit Major, was 
almost exactly at the 
Welsh Government target 
percentage of 60, record¬ 
ing 60.4 per cent - a fig¬ 
ure that Llantwit council¬ 
lors at the meeting were 
not too impressed by. 

Mr Lee emphasised 
that the service was not 
“working to target” and 
was constantly aiming to 
exceed the official rate. 

See next week’s GEM 
for more on this story. 

PHILIP IRWIN 


Town council opts 
for two per cent 
rise in the rates 


COWBRIDGE with 

Llanblethian Town Council is 
likely to put up its portion of the 
council tax by two per cent this 
year. 

This means that the bill will rise from 
£52.08 to £53.12, because the town 
council’s portion of the total council tax 
bill is the smallest of three elements. 

South Wales Police is currently look¬ 
ing at how much it will ask for, and the 
largest chunk of the council tax bill will 
come from the Vale Council - that budg¬ 
et is currently being prepared. 

The chairman of the finance commit¬ 
tee, Coun Jon Harris, said that the coun¬ 
cil had frozen the bill last year, and the 
rise for each of the previous two years 
had been two per cent. 

To keep the rise to two per cent, two 
committees, for leisure and amenities 
and for the town hall, were having their 
budget cut by £1,000 each. 

He told the council that this had been 
an unusual year because, for the first 
time in his recollection, the revenue 
from the area was due to fall. 

He explained: “Each year, the Vale 
Council gives us a figure telling us how 
much £1 of council tax will raise for the 
town council. 

“This year it has fallen - leading to a 
£1,000 shortfall.” 

The Vale Council’s calculations indi¬ 
cate that £1 of council tax will raise 
£2,400, a smaller figure than in previous 
years and a real puzzle, considering that 
a number of homes in the area have 
been built during the year, and this nor¬ 
mally increases the figure slightly. 

Speaking after the meeting, Coun 
Harris told The GEM: “I have racked 
my brains this trying to figure this out, 
and the only explanation I can come up 
with is that there are more homes in 
Cowbridge now in single occupancy, 
which entitles that single occupant to a 
25 per cent discount on the rates.” 

However, there was opposition to the 
proposed rise from Coun Marian Arnold 
and deputy mayor Coun Nicola 


REPORT 
by PHILIP IRWIN 


Thomas. They both felt that, in view of 
the present economic situation, the 
council should opt for another freeze of 
the rates. 

Coun Arnold felt that all departments 
of the council should be seen to be cut¬ 
ting back. 

Coun Nicola Thomas noted that the 
town hall committee planned to re-car¬ 
pet the town council chamber in the next 
financial year - at a cost of £2,500. 

She said that she did not think that the 
chamber needed to be re-carpeted. 

Summing up, Coun Jon Harris said 
that the finance co mm ittee had pro¬ 
duced an “almost balanced budget”. 

He said: “It is an equitable way of 
safeguarding council services without 
jeopardising council finances.” 

The revenues and benefits manager 
at the Vale Council, Nigel Smith said: 
“The council tax base is a snapshot at 
October 31 each year. 

“In October 2012, there were 1,985 
properties in Cowbridge, compared to 
1,983 the previous year - a growth of 
only two properties. 

“In the corresponding period there 
was an increase in empty properties and 
more single person discounts applied, 
both of which decrease the council tax 
base. ” 


Suspected 
‘bag snatch’ 

THERE was considerable police 
activity in Cowbridge town centre 
at around 3pm yesterday 
(February 1) following a reported 
‘bag snatch’. 

It involved a number of police 
officers and patrol cars. A police 
spokeswoman said a “handbag 
theft” was under investigation, but 
no further details were available. 
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Exploding myth of 
sea mines in dock 


1 WRITE in ref¬ 
erence to a let¬ 
ter in The GEM 
on January 19, con¬ 
taining a mention 
of my name, by Mr 
Christopher Short, 
concerning sea 
mines landing in 
the Barry dock area 
(No 1 and 2 Docks). 

May I allay Mr Short’s 
fears of being blown to 
bits? 

He stated the town 
should be evacuated 
because a German 
wartime mine landed in 
the No 2 Dock near 
Rank’s flour mill and 
sank into deep mud. 

One exploded near the 
north basin gates, and 
another landed and 
exploded on the walls of 
the graving dry docks 
between two ships, SS 
Highwood and SS 
Jamaica Planter. 

Both ships were 
severely damaged, after 
taking the full impact of 
1,259 lbs of high explo¬ 
sive. Sadly, the first 
mate on SS Highwood 
was killed on watch duty 
in July 1941. 

Around 1999, a Barry 
Dock tug boat dropped 
its anchor in No 2 Dock 
for some reason. Before 
the crew of the tug boat 
decided to pull the 


anchor back in, they 
noticed a large cylindri¬ 
cal object around seven 
feet long and three feet 
wide. 

One side of the 
anchor had dug itself 
deep into the steel casing 
of the acoustic sea mine 
and the tug’s crew tried 
to prise it off the anchor. 

All I can say is that 
they were very lucky to 
remain alive. Acoustic 
sea mines have five 
booby traps built into 
them to stop any enemy 
investigation. God was 
really with them that 
day! 

Eventually, the crew 
realised what it was and 
the Royal Navy bomb 
disposal team was called 
from Plymouth. 

The mine was taken 
out of the dock via the 
Windsor Locks area; 
demolishing charges 
were attached to the 
mine in deep water off 
Sully Island and it was 
blown up. 

Mr Short can now 
sleep well in his bed, 
knowing everything is 
safe in Barry No 2 Dock 
- after over 50 years, the 
mine has gone! 

The tug’s crew were 
very brave indeed, and 
all sailors had a national 
medal award. 

George Hortop, 

Barry. 


PRIVATE SECTOR 
CLINICS FLAW 


I T appears that 
Andrew 
Lansley, the 
Secretary of State 
for Health, is pro¬ 
posing that private 
sector clinics be 
allowed to ‘sub¬ 
contract’ work 
from the NHS. 

This may or may not 
be a good idea - but, 
according to the article, 
he is not going to insist 
on their having profes¬ 
sional indemnity insur¬ 
ance. 

Such a policy will 
leave those using the 
clinics at risk if they fail 
to carry out an operation 
properly, in exactly the 
same way that the recent 
problems over private- 
sector breast implants 


has left people suffering 
and unable to get com¬ 
pensation, or leaving the 
taxpayer to pay through 
the NHS. 

There is an old 
infantry officers’ joke 
about the cavalry officer 
who was so stupid, even 
the others noticed. 

If it was only a matter 
of changing this to “the 
politician who was so 
stupid ...” it would not 
be a problem, but if 
implemented, this policy 
will leave everyone at 
risk. 

I do think that every¬ 
one should apply what¬ 
ever pressure they can 
on the Government to 
get this insane policy 
changed. 

Gavin Davies 
Penmark 


WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

Let us know your views 
on any issues affecting your 
community - email us at 
gemeditorial @ tindlenews. co. uk 


W JAMES & SONS 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Fonmon, Rhoose, Near Barry 
Established 1860 

Independent family business with 
24 hours personal service covering 
Barry and the Vale of Glamorgan 


PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 

Tel Rhoose 
(01446) 710096 


| THE COLUMNYOU WRITE 

We reserve the right to edit all letters. We do NOT accept anonymous mail LETTERS 
AND EMAILS MUST INCLUDE FULLADDRESS AND A CONTACT TELEPHONE 

NUMBER. AN EMAIL ADDRESS ALONE IS NOT SUFFICIENT! 

We will (in certain circumstances) protect a writer’s identity , if requested. Please keep 
your letters BRIEF and address them to: The Editor, Glamorgan GEM Ltd, Graig 
House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7EL. 


'Councillors need time to 

digest Development Plan’ 

- SAYS PLAID GROUP LEADER 


A S LEADER, I write on behalf of 
the Plaid Cymru group on the 
Vale Council to inform the public 
of the totally unacceptable manner in 
which the Local Development Deposit 
Plan (LDP) was examined at the extraor¬ 
dinary full council meeting on January 
25. 

The meeting was specifically arranged to consid¬ 
er the LDP and yet many councillors had not been 
provided with a copy in advance, and had not been 
able to read its contents. 

Also, significant amendments to the deposit 
plan, involving housing allocations and settlement 

Plaid leaflets 
in Dinas Powys 


boundaries, were tabled at the meeting, with no 
opportunity to consider or discuss the implications. 

The LDP process is one of the most important 
functions of local government as it provides the 
strategy for future land use and development, 
including settlement boundaries, new housing etc, 
from 2011 to 2026. 

Openess, transparency and fairness have been 
identified by the council as key principles underly¬ 
ing member development. How can the 
Conservative-controlled council promote such prin¬ 
ciples and yet behave in this way? 

Why the unseemly rush? All members should 
have been briefed thoroughly before making a deci¬ 
sion. 

As to the substance of the deposit plan, many 
questions can be raised. Of particular significance 
is the transport infrastructure involving connections 
between Barry, Dinas Powys, Penarth and Cardiff. 

What is proposed is completely inadequate to 
deal with the traffic increase that will arise from 
the planned housing development. 

Over 5,000 new dwellings will be created 
including Barry (3,052) ; Penarth (600); Sully 
(650) ; Dinas Powys (400) and Llandough (170). 
The traffic pressures on Dinas Powys and the 
Penarth road junctions at the Merry Harrier and 
Baron’s Court will be intense and impact on a road 
system that is working at maximum capacity for an 
increasing period of the day as it is. 

Congestion, pollution, quality of life and road 
safety will deteriorate even further. 

The deposit plan states that “local highway and 
junction improvements” will be sufficient to deal 
with the extra traffic. We reject this claim. 

Such an increase in traffic movements should 
not be sanctioned without a Dinas Powys by-pass 
and associated development at Merrie Harrier and 
Baron’s Court. 

Unlike the existing Unitary Development Plan, 
there is no reference to a by-pass in the deposit 
plan and this is unacceptable. 

There are also other important issues which need 
to be addressed including variation in affordable 
housing ratios and the status of Green wedges. In 
view of its importance, more time is needed to 
digest and reflect on the content of the deposit 
plan. 

Coun Margaret Randall, 

Dinas Powys. 

‘SO MUCH FOR 
DEMOCRACY 


1 WOULD like to 
comment on a 
leaflet which 
has been distrib¬ 
uted in Dinas 
Powys by Plaid 
Cymru. 

It seems that Plaid 
(particularly Mr Chris 
Franks) think that they 
are responsible for all 
the work that the 
Community Council 
does in the village. 

The widening of the 
pavement outside Dinas 
Powys Infants school 
was carried out by the 
Conservative-led Vale 
council. 

The wonderful 
improvements to the 
parish and Lee halls 
were achieved by the 
whole Community 
Council and the previous 
clerk to the council - Mr 
Mike Goodfellow. 

The summer play 
scheme was organised 
by all the community 
council, not just Plaid. 

Feasibility studies for 
a cycle path have been 
going on for years and 
Coun Chris Williams 
knows there is NO 

Crime up 

ABOUR 
councillor 
Bob Curtis 
states that the cur¬ 
rent Conservative 
Government is risk¬ 
ing our safety by 
cutting 16,000 vital 
police officers 
(yawn - he would 
say that wouldn’t 
he?) 

What would they do 
instead, given the eco¬ 
nomic situation everyone 
knows we are in? 

I have no political 


money in the pot for 
this, or the new bridge at 
Cross Common road. 

The land at St Cyres 
has to be sold to help 
fund the new school in 
Penarth, as all the Plaid 
councillors know. 

When asked about all 
their statements in The 
Voice/Llais, at the com¬ 
munity council monthly 
meeting, Vale council¬ 
lors Chris Williams, 
Keith Hatton and Val 
Hartrey stated that they 
were not the editors of 
Voice/Llais and it was 
not their responsibility, 
but that of Chris Franks 
its editor. 

It seems unfortunate 
that these three Vale 
councillors are not in 
control of their leaflets. 

Remember, they are 
the elected councillors 
for the village of Dinas 
Powys and these three 
are salaried Vale coun¬ 
cillors, who should make 
it their business to know 
what is printed about 
them. 

Robert Foxwell 
(Community 
Councillor ) 

or down? 

favour, but when he goes 
on to blithely say that 
“crime fell 43 per cent 
under Labour,” I think it 
would be normal good 
practice for him to 
detail/give reference to 
the statistics on which 
this statement is based. 

I’m quite happy to be 
wrong on this as I will 
sleep happier in my bed 
if that is the way things 
are, but having just 
watched a particularly 
abhorrent episode of the 
BBC’s Crimewatch, I 
have my doubts. 

Jon Pearce, 

Llancarfan 


S O THERE WE 
ARE! Despite 
over 4,500 signa¬ 
tures of people 
opposed to the loca¬ 
tion of a Sainsbury’s 
store in Park 
Crescent, Barry, as 
well as the opposition 
of planning committee 
members of the Vale 
Council to the propos¬ 
al, the Planning 
Inspectorate has given 
the go-ahead for the 
scheme, without 
allowing anyone the 
opportunity to repre¬ 
sent our views. 

So much for democ¬ 
racy! 

“Local opposition is 
not of itself a sufficient 
reason to refuse plan¬ 
ning permission ” - in 
other words, what local 


people want, is of no 
importance. 

I’m sick of hearing 
stories of these giant 
supermarkets always 
having their own way 
against the wishes of the 
rest of us. 

I, for one, will never 
set foot in that 
Sainsbury’s store and 
will continue to use the 
existing shops in the 
Crescent. 

I hope the other 4,449 
or so people who signed 
the petition follow my 
example. 

Wouldn’t it be won¬ 
derful if people power 
managed to close it 
down? 

Norman Pereira, 

Barry. 



Lord Haw-Haw’s 
Barry connection 


1 READ with 
interest the 
recent GEM let¬ 
ter from Mr B 
Kirke of Barry, 
asking if I am cor¬ 
rect in stating that 
Lord Haw-Haw 
(William Joyce) 
lived in Newlands 
Street, Barry - as 
his information is 
that he may have 
lived at 49 Bassett 
Street. 

I am certain he lived 
in Newlands Street, and 
I do know the house 
number. He may well 
also have moved around 
and lived in Bassett 
Street, and he also fre¬ 
quented a house in Clive 
Road, Barry Island. 

Why did he do this? 
Simple - he and others 
were under surveillance 
by both SB (Special 
Branch) and MI5 as pos¬ 
sible - in the pre-war 
years - security risks. 

As a spy for the Abwehr, 


he moved around to dif¬ 
ferent addresses. 

Sir Oswald Mosley 
and Diana, his wife, as 
leading Fascist 
Blackshirts, were both 
jailed under Regulation 
18(b) of the Defence of 
the Realm Regulations 
after war started, as 
security risks. 

William Joyce was by 
then, in Germany. 

Regarding Barry 
Town Hall clock, I did 
comment in my original 
article that a broadcast 
by William Joyce from 
wartime Berlin, men¬ 
tioned that one clock 
face showed a different 
time (two minutes slow¬ 
er) from the other. 

This was correct, a 
fact he had observed 
when a Barry resident. 

He used this to indi¬ 
cate that his information 
on other subjects was 
correct - it wasn’t. 
Christopher Short, 
Barry. 


Personal reminder 
of Barry oil spill 



1 WAS very interested to read Mr Idris 
Michael’s memories of the 1970 inci¬ 
dent which caused an oil spill on 
Whitmore Bay. 

My late father, Ken Miles, was Mayor 
of Barry Borough Council at that time, 
and thea photo (above) shows him 
inspecting the beach, following the avert¬ 
ing of the disaster. 

With him is the Secretary of State for 
Wales (and later Speaker of the House of 
Commons) George Thomas MP. 

Sue Bowyer 
Barry Island 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL FEBRUARY 9) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

02 Thur 

00.45 

7.3 

13.33 

7.2 

03 Fri 

02.18 

7.5 

15.07 

7.5 

04 Sat 

03.41 

7.8 

16.11 

8.0 

05 Sun 

04.34 

8.2 

17.01 

8.4 

06 Mon 

05.12 

8.8 

17.42 

9.1 

07 Tues 

05.53 

9.3 

18.22 

9.4 

08 Wed 

06.36 

9.9 

19.01 

9.8 

09 Thur 

07.17 

10.1 

19.39 

10.0 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should always check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 
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School takes on a 


real classic musical 



ABOVE: 
Matthew Whitely, 
who will be taking 
on the challlenging 
role of Sweeney 
Todd, rehearsing 
his shaving 
technique. 

RIGHT: 
Cate McHugh (on 
left, this time in 
costume) in 
rehearsal with 
two other 
cast members. 



REPORT by PHILIP IRWIN 

THERE are plenty of calls at the moment 
that pupils need to be stretched by their 
teachers - and the drama department at 
Cowbridge Comprehensive School is cer¬ 
tainly doing that, by choosing to put on 
the Stephen Sondheim classic Sweeney 
Todd. 

The show will run for five nights next week 
(February 7-11) and many of the talented cast who 
did so well last year with Oliver! are back again. 

Matthew Whitely, who was a threatening villain 
last year as Bill Sykes, has a more complex role this 
year, playing Benjamin Barker, the family man 
thirsting for revenge who becomes Sweeney, the 
dreaded ‘Demon Barber of Fleet Street” 

Cate McHugh, who played Nancy last year, is 
back in Cockney territory again, and has to mix 
broad comedy with cold-blooded evil as Mrs Lovett, 
who disposed of his victims by making them into 
pies. 

Other key roles will be played by Gareth Otley 
(Toby), Oliver Hitchens (Judge Turpin) and Tom 
Harmer (Beadle Bamford). 

Sweeney Todd has enjoyed a surge of popularity 
since Tim Burton filmed it, starring Johnny Depp 
and Helena Bonham Carter, and Michael Ball is cur¬ 
rently getting rave reviews for his performance in 
the title role, in a show that is soon to transfer to the 
West End. 

In this writer’s opinion, it has the best opening of 
any musical and, after watching last week’s rehears¬ 
al, the young cast are well on their way to getting the 
maximum from those opening 10 minutes. 

The production team of Amanda Campbell (head 
of drama); Adrian Colborne (head of music); 
Rhiannon Owen, and Angharad Addison have been 
working hard to coach their cast through a score that 
requires some serious choral singing. 

Some schools opt for musicals that are a safe bet 
and an easy ride, so Cowbridge are to be congratu¬ 
lated on tackling something more difficult. 

The show is a fascinating mix of drama and com¬ 
edy, although the humour is on the dark side. 

To illustrate this, what better way than to point 
out that show is being sponsored by a local compa¬ 
ny - and a highly-appropriate one at that - Peter’s 
Savoury Pies! 



BELOW: 

Rehearsing the opening number. 




Y Bont Faen pupils learn about 
journalism - at The GEM 


PUPILS from Y Bont Faen 
Primary School visited The 
GEM last week on a mis¬ 
sion to learn all about the 
world of newspapers. 

The year-6 pupils have been 
studying all aspects of jour¬ 
nalism and their teacher, 
Jackie Jones, arranged the 
visit to give them a better idea 
of a newspaper office environ¬ 


ment. After the pupils had vis¬ 
ited, GEM reporter Philip 
Irwin came to the school to be 
‘interviewed’ by the pupils, 
who had around a dozen ques¬ 
tions prepared - plus many 
interesting follow up ques¬ 
tions. 

The questions ranged from 
the easy (How many copies 
does The GEM print?) to the 


testing (What is the most diffi¬ 
cult type of story to write?). 

There were plenty of 
enquiring minds on show - 
not to mention a couple of 
budding sports and financial 
journalists too! 

The pupils are planning to 
produce a school newspaper, 
and their visit to The GEM 
may well appear in that issue. 


Old Hall 
Bridge 
Club 
results 


THE results for January were as 
follows: 

January 4: First, Anne Hughes and 
John Edwards; second, Sara Bartlett 
and Ian Dunglinson. 

January 11: BGB competition - 
First, Terry Reilly and John Raymond; 
second, Helen Barrie and Penny Jarvis. 

January 18: Handicap competition - 
First, Sara Bartlett and Ian Dunglinson; 
second, Carol Baron and Chris James. 


January 25: First, Vida Halford and 
Connie Clancy; second, Anne Hughes 
and John Edwards. 

If you are looking to play a friendly 
game of bridge, why not join us? 

Visitors are welcome at 7pm on 
Wednesday evenings. If you need a part¬ 
ner, contact Old Hall. 

All standard of players are welcome; 
our club is quite small, but very friendly. 

SB 


WIs AGM 
reveals plans 
for busy year 


THE annual meet¬ 
ing of Y Bont Faen 
WI took place on 
January 19 in the 
Lesser Hall, 
Cowbridge, when 
Jayne Powell, WI 
advisor, guided the 
officers through the 
agenda. 

The financial report 
was passed and a budget 
agreed for 2012. Jayne 
praised the treasurer on 
her excellent report. 

The secretary looked 
back over the last year, 
reminding members of 
new experiences and 
knowledge gained. 

The president 
thanked all officers, 
committee and members 
for their help and sup¬ 
port throughout the year. 

One officer resigned 
and a member volun¬ 
teered to join, the 


remaining officers were 
re-elected and Jacky 
Jones was re-elected as 
president for another 
year. 

Social events already 
arranged include a tour 
of the Crown Court, 
Cardiff, and a trip to the 
New Theatre. 

The craft group con¬ 
tinue to meet on 
Monday mornings. 
Members signed up for 
the many federation 
events available and we 
are looking forward to 
joining our link insti¬ 
tute, Ystradowen, for a 
meeting in February. 

The next Bont Faen 
WI meeting will be held 
on Thursday, February 
16, at 8pm, in the 
Lesser Hall, when Mr 
Phil Pinder will talk on 
the history and work of 
the RSPB. 

A warm welcome 
awaits guests. JJ 


L! 


Would you like an honest, reliable 
affordable, police checked 

CLEANER for your home. 

Typically £10.50 per hour inc. 

• Daily, weekly, etc. 

• Insurance provided. 

• All domestic cleaning undertaken. 

TIME FOR YOU 

DOMESTIC CLEANING 
01656 349296 bridgend@timeforyou.co.uk 
01443 625019 Miskin, Nr Cowbridge 


www.timeforyou.co.uk 



Your local quality care home 


Milsom House 

Residential & Nursing Home 

• St Athan • 


Manager Gillian Allison 

Telephone 01446 750166 

www.milsomhouse.co.uk 


Rachel and Colin are growing from 
strength to strength since the opening 
of Barber 72 in Eastgate, Cowbridge 
a year ago. 

So, celebrating their first year in 
business would like to say a special 
thank you to all existing customers 
and welcome any new customers. 

Opening Hours: 

8.30am to 6.00 pm 
Monday to Saturday 
10.00 am - 3.00 pm Sunday 

Prices: Gents £6.50; Clippers £5 
Senior Citizens £5 
Children (under 6) £5 
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‘Mindless vandals’ 
damage a town 
flower display 
on the river bank 


MINDLESS van¬ 
dals jumped over a 
wall in Cowbridge, 
and tipped flower 
tubs into the River 
Thaw. 

Retailers arriving in 
Penny Lane on the morn¬ 
ing of January 23 
realised the tubs were 
missing and then spotted 
them in the river. 

Due to heavy rainfalls, 
the fast-flowing water 
soon took them further 
downstream - and one 
was spotted in the centre 
of the river at Poplar 
Park. 

It is not the first time 
the area around Penny 
Lane has suffered from 
vandalism. In the past 
hanging baskets have 
been a target for anti¬ 
social behaviour 

The tubs are a small 
portion of the work done 
by Cowbridge in Bloom 
which aims to keep the 
town as attractive as pos¬ 
sible using flower dis¬ 
plays. 

A member of the com¬ 
mittee of Cowbridge in 
Bloom insisted that the 
group would not be dis¬ 
couraged and it was a 
case of business as usual. 

He said: “We’re 
undaunted and will 
replace and carry on. 



“Three of the four tubs 
have already been 
retrieved and the last one 
has been located. We 
hope to get it out when 
the water level is lower.” 

Coun Marian Arnold, 
who has worked as a vol¬ 
unteer for the group, said 
what had happened was 
“deplorable”. 

She said: “The people 
responsible are mindless 
and should be brought to 
book. It is disgusting that 
people can act in this 
way. 

“People put in a lot of 
time and effort into 
Cowbridge in Bloom. It 
is really hard work.” 

She added that she 
was pleased that some of 
the tubs had already been 
retrieved. Tim Chapman 


ABOVE: The flower tubs on the bank of 
the river - but some are missing, having 
been pushed into the water. 



ABOVE: An upturned tub in the middle 
of the river at Poplar Park. 


Memorials are meant 
to be moving... 


BUT NOT IN THIS WAY! 



MYSTERY sur¬ 
rounds how the war 
memorial outside 
Cowbridge Town 
Hall has managed to 
move from its origi¬ 
nal place on its con¬ 
crete base. 

The news was given to 
councillors by town clerk 
Andrew Davies last week 
at the monthly meeting 
of Cowbridge with 
Llanblethian Town 
Council. 

Mr Davies said that a 
sharp-eyed resident had 
noticed the movement, 
and as a result a report 
had been commissioned 
from Mossford’s, the 
monumental masons. 

The war memorial 
appears to have rotated 
slightly. Its base no 
longer lines up in parallel 
with the edge of its con¬ 
crete foundation. 


There appears to be no 
evidence of any subsi¬ 
dence around the memo¬ 
rial. 

Instead, it appears to 
have shifted by about one 
to one-and-a-half inches 
in an anti-clockwise 
direction. 

Mr Davies told the 
councillors that the 
report had said that the 
memorial was not in dan¬ 
ger of collapsing, and he 
added that Mossford’s 
had no theory about how 
it had moved. 

There was no sign that 
the memorial had suf¬ 
fered any impact that 
could explain the shift. 

There was, he said, 
some frost damage on 
one comer, but that had 
been ruled out as a cause. 

It was agreed that the 
town hall committee 
would consider the mat¬ 
ter at its next meeting. 

PHILIP IRWIN 


LEFT: The war memorial appears to have 
rotated slightly, and is no longer parallel with 
its base. BELOW: the familiar landmark out¬ 
side Cowbridge Town Hall. 
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TOWN COUNCIL NEWS by philip irwin 

Praise for new bridge 


LEFT: 
The new 
bridge in 
Poplar 
Park was 
praised at 
the town 
council 
meeting. 



THE new bridge in 
Poplar Park 

attracted 
favourable com¬ 
ment at last week’s 
meeting of 

Cowbridge with 
Llanblethian Town 
council. 

Marian Arnold, in her 
capacity as chairman of 
the leisure and amenities 
committee, said that it 
was a great relief to see 
it open, and that many 
residents, who had benn 
forced to make a size¬ 
able detour while it was 
being built, would wel¬ 
come its completion. 

A B E R T H I N 
SPEEDING 

News revealed in 
December concerning 
the number of cars that 
are breaking the speed 
limit when they enter the 
village of Aberthin has 
led to a call for police 
action. 

Coun Elizabeth 
George took the oppor¬ 
tunity to raise the matter 
during police liaison 
with PCSO Hilary 
O’Callaghan. 

Coun George said that 
she had been shocked to 
leam that 32 per cent of 
cars were speeding as 
they entered the village, 


and asked if the police 
could do regular speed 
checks in the area to 
tackle the problem. 

PCSO O’Callaghan 
said that she would pass 
on the request. 

CRIME IN 
COWBRIDGE 

PCSO O’Callaghan 
reported that it had been 
a quiet month for 
crimes, although there 
had been one case of 
wounding and assault. 
Two males had been 
charged in connection 
with this 

She said that there 
had been four cases of 
criminal damage, and 
three thefts. 

There had also been 
three instances of anti¬ 
social behaviour report¬ 
ed. These were one of 
loud music, one 
Christmas tree taken 
from outside a local 
restaurant, and one 
drunk and disorderly 

PARKING 

The issue of parking 
in the town was also 
raised during police liai¬ 
son. Coun John Wilks 
said that he was con¬ 
cerned that more drivers 
were parking illegally, 
and asked if the police 
could supply statistics 
for the last six months 


Cowbridge and 
District Bridge 


RESULTS of the 
Vale of Glamorgan 
Bridge Club night on 
January 25 
(24 pairs) were as fol¬ 
lows: 

First, Mary Moore 
and Tony Disley, 63.64 
per cent; second, Mike 
Best and Kevin 
Maddox, 61.19; third, 
Ray Smith and Gwynne 
Maddox,59.62; fourth, 
David Wright and John 
Raymond, 59.09; fifth, 
Barrie Waite and 
Graham Norris, 55.77; 
sixth, Marjorie Morris 
and Linda Pinnock, 
54.90. 

Cowbridge and 
District Bridge Club, 
January 24, club night 
(20 pairs) - 

First, Pat and Brian 
Swain, 63.89 per cent; 
first, Pam Higgs and 
Brenda Grove, 63.89; 
third, Gordon Berrey 
and Hugh Williams, 
61.46; fourth, Teri 
Pollard and David 
Wright, 60.07; fifth, 
Helen and Mike Ruttley, 
58.68; sixth, Dot Isaac 


and Diana Lewis 
58.33. The new Friday 
afternoon club com¬ 
menced last Friday at 
Llanbleddian church 
hall and will meet again 
on February 10 and 24 
at 2pm. 

New members are 
welcome to join us for a 
social game of bridge 
with light refreshments. 

BRIAN SWAIN 

Artist’s 

exhibition 

LOCAL artist Vera 
James opens her first 
solo art exhibition at 
Cowbridge Library on 
Wednesday, February 
1 . 

She has lived in the 
Vale of Glamorgan for 
over 20 years and her 
exhibition explores the 
changing landscapes 
and seascapes of Wales. 

The exhibition will 
run until February 29 
on Monday-Saturdays. 


on how many parking 
tickets were issued. 

He said: “Is there a 
deterrent any more, or 
are people starting to 
think that they could 
park where they like 
with impunity in 
Cowbridge?” 

He added that the 
council needed the infor¬ 
mation so that council¬ 
lors could consider what 
course of action to take. 

PCSO O’Callaghan 
said that issuing parking 
tickets was not her main 
role, although she did 
patrol the area whenever 
possible. She added that 


she would report the 
council’s concerns to her 
Inspector. 

PANTO SUCCESS 

Councillors were 
agreed that the experi¬ 
ment of staging a ‘one- 
off’ pantomime in the 
town hall in the run-up 
to Christmas had been a 
great success. 

Coun Dave Morris, 
the chairman of the town 
hall committee, said that 
it had made a modest 
profit, but that the main 
thing was that it had 
packed out the hall for a 
quality community 
event. 


Closure of office 
leads to £200 
bill for council 



ABOVE: One of the signs pointing 
to the tourist information centre 
- which is no longer there. 

THE decision to close the council offices 
in Eastgate has landed the Cowbridge 
with Llanblethian Town Council with a 
£200 bill. 

The Vale Council took the decision to close the 
offices, which included a tourist information 
service, some time ago. 

The offices have now been refurbished and let 
to local businesses, but there are still three sign¬ 
posts in the town - all pointing visitors in the 
direction of Eastgate for tourist information. 

Councillors at last week’s meeting of 
Cowbridge with Llanblethian Town Council were 
surprised to find that the bill from the Vale 
Council to correct this would be £200. 


FREE LOVE 
SPOON LESSONS 


FOLLOWING on 
from your photo¬ 
graphs in The GEM 
on January 26,1 
have been 
approached by 
somebody wanting 
to learn how to 
carve Welsh love 
spoons. 

If other GEM readers 
are interested, I’d be 


delighted to run a couple 
of workshops in Noah’s 
Place, Westgate, oppo¬ 
site the police station, 
Cowbridge, at no charge. 

Leave contact details 
in the community coffee 
shop, open 10.30- 12pm 
(Mon, Wed, Thurs and 
Sat) 11 am-2pm on 
Tuesday, and I’ll see 
what we can arrange. 
Alun Armstrong , 
Cowbridge 
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CHOIR IN FINE VOICE FOR 
MAYOR’S CHARITY NIGHT 


Cowbridge Male Voice Choir with musical director Shelley Thomas-Brown. 
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by PHILIP 
IRWIN 


Photo contest 

VALE Photographic 
Club will host a major 
event at Ystradowen 
Village Hall, on Friday 
(February 3) at 7pm. 

The Severn Way Battle 
photo competition will be 
judged by Paul Richards 
and clubs taking part are 
Gwynfa CC, Pyle and 
Porthcawl PS, Barry 
CC, Bridgend & District 
CC, Inn Focus Group 
and Rhondda CC. 

A bujfet will be provid¬ 
ed by members for all 
teams and friends. 

MHW 


THE Cowbridge 
Male Voice Choir 
were the stars of an 
excellent concert 
last Saturday 
(January 28) - a 
charity event that 
also featured three 
local young soloists. 

The concert, in aid of 
The Wales Air 
Ambulance and Marie 
Curie Cancer Care, the 
charities being support¬ 
ed this year by the 
Mayor of Cowbridge 
with Llanblethian, Coun 
Andy Banks, was well 
supported and came 
close to filling the new 
theatre at Cowbridge 
Comprehensive School. 

The event was also 
supported by the Mayor 
of the Vale, Coun John 
Clifford, the Lord 
Lieutenant of south 
Glamorgan, Dr Peter 
Beck, Vale AM Jane 
Hutt and a host of may¬ 
ors from towns in the 
Vale. 

The choir, under the 
musical direction of 
Shelley Thomas-Brown, 
and accompanied on 
piano by Sandra 
Williams, sang five 
pieces in the first half, 
and another seven in the 
second. 

Highlights included 
old favourites such as 
‘Cwm Rhondda’, ‘I Bob 
un Sy'n Fyddion’, and 
‘American Trilogy’ 
while the Russian piece 
‘Cavalry of the Steppes’ 
was very impressive. 

They finished with an 
emotional rendition of 
‘Morte Criste’, and 
were greeted with a 
prolonged ovation. 



ABOVE: Vale AM Jane Hutt flanked by Coun Andy Banks and his wife Gill (left), 
and Vale Mayor Coun John Clifford and his wife Christine (right). 



ABOVE: Mayors from neighbouring Vale towns supported the charity event. 
Pictured are (left to right): Dinas Powys Mayor Coun Chris Williams and wife Jacqui, 
Llantwit Major Mayor Coun Eddie Williams and wife Karen, and Barry Mayor 
Coun Bronwen Brooks and husband Wayne. 


There was plenty of 
applause too for the 
three soloists, all win¬ 
ners in last year’s 
‘Music in the Vale’ 
competition. 

There were two 
examples of the wealth 
of talent being nurtured 
by the Royal College of 
Music and Drama in 
Cardiff in Grace Wain, 
a vibrant mezzosoprano 
with an impressive 
range, and Joe Atkin- 
Reeves, who plays the 
clarinet and alto-saxo- 
phone in both classical 
and jazz styles. 

Grace sang two 
songs, ‘Chanson Triste’ 
by Henri Duparc and 
‘Ching-a-ring Chaw’ - a 
real tongue-twister by 
Aaron Copland. 

Joe performed one 
long piece in three 
movements, the jazz- 
influenced ‘Fuzzy Bird 
Sonata’ by the compos¬ 
er Yoshimatsu. 

Grace and Joe were 
accompanied by Susan 


Bird, a concert pianist 
who now lives in the 
Vale, and she also 
accompanied the third 
soloist, her daughter, 
cellist Hannah Clist, 
who is in her final year 
at Cowbridge 
Comprehensive. 

Hannah performed 
‘Chant du Minestri’ by 
Glasunov, and 
‘Requibros’ by Cassado. 
She started learning the 
cello at the age of five, 
and has already put 
together an impressive 
musical CV. 

This year, she is 
fundraising after being 
invited to take master¬ 
classes at El Escorial 
(Madrid) in the Royal 
Palace. 

In fact, she will be 
back on stage next 
week (February 7-11), 
as a member of the 
school orchestra for the 
drama department’s 
production of the 
ground-breaking musi¬ 
cal Sweeney Todd. 



COMMUNITY 

NEWS 

LLANBETHERY & 
LLANCARFAN 
Your community corre¬ 
spondents are 
Sam & Patsie Smith on 
(01446) 751448 


Quiz winners 
A UDREY PORTER has 
announced the results 
of the Llancarfan & 
District Community 
Christmas quiz for 2011 
and thanks to everyone 
who entered the quiz, 
which realised a total of 
£268 towards the 
Community Hall 

Funds. 

Joint winners were:- 
Neil Mace from Canton, 
Cardiff and Richie 
Smith from Gwain 
Miskin. 

Lent lunches 

IT’S A bit early, but as 
Lent starts on February 
22 those who attend our 
previous Lent lunches 


would be interested in 
knowing that there will 
again be three lunches, 
this time on a Thursday. 

The first lunch will be 
provided by the ladies of 
Penmark, at the 
Penmark Village Hall on 
March 15 and on March 
22 by the ladies of 
Llantrithyd in the 
Llancarfan Village Hall. 

The final lunch will be 
prepared by the ladies of 
Llancarfan on March 29, 
also at Llancarfan 
Village Hall. 

Lunches will all run 
between 12 noon and 
2pm. 

The price of the tick¬ 
ets will be advised in due 



DR WHO’S VISIT TO 
OZ - via LLANGAN! 


AFTER an absence of several 
years since the first village 
panto, the Llangan and St 
Mary Hill Village Hall decided 
to embark on a new adventure 
and take Doctor Who some¬ 
where (s)he’d never been: Oz- 
tralia! 

The Doctor Who and the Wizard of 
Oz production, written by the village 
hall committee members, included the 
Doctor and her trusted companion, 
K9, on a quest to find the famous wiz¬ 
ard... Down-Under. 

On her way, she met and befriended 
Scaredcrow, Bin Man and Chief Brian 


the Lion. With the help of the Good 
Witch o’t’ North, they defeated the 
Wicked Witch of the East, while over¬ 
coming their respective hang-ups and 
learning one valuable lesson in life - 
we all need a Tittle help from our 
friends’. 

The hall committee is very proud of 
all the children who took part in the 
panto in their roles of Munchkins, 
lion cubs and mini-witches. 

Both matinee and evening perform¬ 
ances were very well attended and 
many in the audience said they were 
looking forward to the next produc¬ 
tion. Watch this space, Robin! 

KL 


Haggis and hearts 


STAFF and customers of the 
Old White Hart in Llantwit 
Major enjoyed an evening of 
food, music and company on 
January 25 to celebrate Burns 
Night and St Dwynwen’s Day. 

The event was organised by land¬ 
lord Graham Morgan and raised 
£154 for the National Eisteddfod in 
Llandow in August. With a target 
of £42,500 to aim at, the local 
fundraising group would like to 

thank all of 
those 
involved. 



The Old White Hart 
celebrating Burns Night. 



COMMUNITY 

NEWS 

TREOES, LLANGAN 
& ST MARY HILL 
Your local correspondent is 
Nancy Davidge, “Tynewydd”, 
Llangan. (01656) 860303 


Quiz 
time at 
club 

AT THE first meeting 
of the new year, if 
members of the 
Cowbridge 
Friendship Club 
thought they were in 
for a relaxing after¬ 
noon catching up on 
all the news, they 
were very much mis¬ 
taken. 

It was time to put on 
their thinking caps and 
in the words of the 
Agatha Christie detec¬ 
tive Hercule Poirot, to 
use those ‘little grey 
cells’ in trying to solve 
one of two quizzes. 

The first was entitled 
‘Do You Remember?’ 
where all the answers 
were in old money. 
Some were easy, others 
not so. 

The second quiz 
involved answers with 
the word gold or golden, 
and everyone got off to 
a flying start but were 
stumped by the name of 
Istanbul’s harbour. 

Meetings are held on 
the last Thursday of the 
month. Telephone 01656 
668446 to find out more. 

PS 


Successful 

auction 

THE auction which 
took place in the 
Treoes Community 
Hall on Saturday, 
January 28, was an 
outstanding suc¬ 
cess. 

Visitors from 

Llangan, Coychurch and 
further afield, joined 
Treoes residents in bid¬ 
ding for some very inter¬ 
esting objects. 

Proceeds from the 
sale will benefit Saron 
Chapel and the various 
hall activities. 

A big thank you to the 
hall committee for col¬ 
lecting the larger items 
and for making it an 
enjoyable occasion. 

Coming 

events 

Dates for the new 
vestry at St Canna’s, 
Llangan: 

February 15 at 
7.30pm, illustrated talk 
on Dylan Thomas by 


Alan Jones; entry £1. 

March 22 at 7.30pm, 
‘Life in the Media’ by 
Lucy and Rhodri Owen; 
entry £1. 

April 1; wine tasting 
club; tickets £5. 
Contact Dave Reed on 
01656 861362. 

Llangan 

meeting 

ST CANNA’S Church, 
Llangan, was the venue 
for an important meet¬ 
ing on Sunday, January 
29 to discuss plans to 
accommodate six per¬ 
manent traveller fami¬ 
lies and 15 transient 
families on the site now 
occupied by one family. 

It was pointed out that 
the site is unsustainable, 
due to the lack of local 
facilities - e.g. schools, 
shops, surgeries. 

The allocation does 
not take into account the 
conservation status of 
Llangan. 
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‘Modern day genocides show human 
race has not learnt from the past ’ 


‘Blue Line’ 
exhibition 
remembers 
Holocaust 


MEMBERS of the 
Vale Council cabi¬ 
net and other dig¬ 
nitaries assembled 
at Barry’s Art 
Central gallery for 
a preview of this 
year’s Holocaust 
Memorial exhibi¬ 
tion, ‘Blue Line’. 

The month-long 
show, which opened to 
the public on January 
25, features work from 
conflict and war artists 
Nicola Tucker and 
Maciej Hoffman, a 
spokeswoman reports. 

Cardiff-based 
Tucker and Hoffman, 
from Wraclow, 

Poland, each brought 
their own interpreta¬ 
tion of the theme, in 
their first full exhibi¬ 
tion together in Wales. 

Mayor of the Vale, 
Coun John Clifford, 
was among 50 people 
at the gallery in King 
Square, along with the 
Lord Lieutenant of 
South Glamorgan, Dr 


Peter Beck, the High 
Sheriff of South 
Glamorgan, Roger 
Thomas, Leader of the 
Vale Council, Coun 
Gordon Kemp and 
cabinet member Coun 
Anthony Ernest. 

Coun Kemp, said: 
“This was a very 
thought-provoking 
exhibition and exem¬ 
plifies why it is impor¬ 
tant to remember the 
events of the 
Holocaust.” 

He spoke about 
atrocities and geno¬ 
cides that have taken 
place over hundreds of 
years and are still tak¬ 
ing place today, high¬ 
lighting the fact that 
the human race still 
hasn’t learnt from past 
mistakes and showing 
the importance of this 
exhibition. 

Artist Nicola 
Tucker’s sculptural 
installations include 
‘Thread of Hope’ with 
its fibre optic, lumi¬ 
nous light shaft and 
arrow work suspend- 


r t \ 



Maciej Hoffman and Nicola Tucker 
with the barbed wire chair. 


ed, capturing time and 
space and the striking 
‘Red Cross’ - created 
specifically for the 
Barry exhibition. 

She spoke to the 
assembled guests 
about the works on 
display and thanked 
the council on behalf 
of Maciej Hoffman 
and herself for being 
able to show their 
work in the gallery. 

Arts development 
officer, Tracey 
Harding, said: “Maciej 
Hoffman’s work, 
‘Reverse Perspective’ 
and Wire Chair caused 
a flurry of interest. 

“The visitors want¬ 
ed to know why the 


barbed wire chair was 
there.” 

Translating through 
his wife, Sylwia, 
Hoffman said: “The 
chair represents an 
uncomfortable seat, to 
encourage you to have 
empathy for the people 
who died in the 
Holocaust, who are 
portrayed in the paint¬ 
ing. You see their faces 
looking out from 
behind a barbed wire 
fence.” 

The exhibition can 
be seen at Art Central 
gallery, King Square, 
Barry until Saturday 
February 25, Tuesdays 
to Saturdays, between 
10am and 4pm. 
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**' a * APPLIANCE S 
COOKWARE CENTRE 

PREMIUM QUALITY 
BRANDS AT THE LOWEST 
POSSIBLE PRICES 


WASHING 

MACHINES 

From £199 


Two floors with a comprehensive 
display of appliances and accessories. 

Factory refurbished and brand new 
appliances in stock. 

Built-in ovens, hobs, dishwashers, washing 
machines, fridge freezers, range cookers-gas, 
electric, LPG and dual fuel in stainless steel 
and farmhouse styles! 

Quality Products at Competitive Prices! 


DISCOUNTS FOR THE OVER 60s 

on Tuesdays and Thursdays (Please ask in-store for details) 


3a TYNEWYDD ROAD, 
KING SQUARE, BARRY 

(opposite new library) 

Also large warehouse & showroom 
at 252 HOLTON RD, BARRY ' 

(Bassett End) 

Prices constantly checked to make sure 

WE ARE THE CHEAPEST 

All In Stock! - Ready to Go! 
Same/Next Day Delivery Service! 

Full Repair Service and up to 5 years manufacturers warranty 

Telephone: 01446 730884 
www.lstchoicetrade.co.uk 


Experienced 
sales staff on 
hand to advise 
you with your 
purchases. 


OPEN: 

Monday-Saturday \ 
9am-5.30pm 

Appliance used for 
illustration purposes only. 


• TEG Design • James Martin • Jamie Oliver • Franke • Astracast • LG * 


Councillors claim vital 
Vale planning document 
was ‘rushed through’ 


OPPOSITION coun¬ 
cillors on the Vale 
Council say they had 
insufficient time to 
study the Local 
Development Plan’s 
‘deposit plan’ before 
the ruling party put it 
through for consulta¬ 
tion. 

At a fractious meeting 
of the Vale Council on 
January 25, some coun¬ 
cillors claimed they had¬ 
n’t had a proper chance 
to look at the details of 
the 234 page document 
before the debate. 

The deposit plan 
could form the basis of 
what happens to Vale 
planning over a 15-year 
period. 

Labour councillor 
Neil Moore moved for a 
deferment, to give mem¬ 
bers more time to digest 
the full details of the 
plan. 

Coun Moore said: 
“All the opposition 
councillors voted for the 
deferment, all the 
Conservatives voted to 
move the document for¬ 
ward.” 

He said opposition 
members had been left 
“annoyed, frustrated and 
gobsmacked” at the arro¬ 
gance of the ruling party: 
“They were just not pre¬ 
pared to listen.” 

He insisted that 
although members who 
had requested hard 
copies got one, it was not 
good enough for the 
council to claim it was 
saving paper by not 
sending them out to 
everyone. 

He believed it was so 
important to the Vale’s 
future that all councillors 
should have been sent a 
copy. 

Coun Moore stressed 
that he had huge reserva¬ 
tions about the docu¬ 
ment, such as why some 
candidate sites had been 
chosen and others had¬ 
n’t; and why some areas, 
such as Weycock Cross 
and Culverhouse Cross 
had gone outside the 
Unitary Development 
Plan boundaries. 

“They’ve driven a 
coach and horses 
through the UDP, with¬ 
out giving proper justifi¬ 
cation for what they’re 
doing. 

“There was no brief¬ 
ing on it, as there has 
been in the past, and no 
opportunity to amend the 
document.” 

Coun Moore added 
that maps weren’t even 
attached to documents, 
and his fear was that the 
principles had now been 
set for the future. 

Coun Gwyn John of 

VAT .TC WAYS 

FRIDAY, February 3 
at 10.30am, ‘Around 
the Dragon’s Den’ 
walk, starting at the 
Visitor Centre, 

Cosmeston Country 
Park. 

Sunday, February 5 at 
2.30pm, ‘Hidden Vale - 
Wick Circular’, starting 
at Wick village shop (SS 
923723). 


were quoting sections of 
it. 

“It was available in 
complete detail - maps 
and background infor¬ 
mation - in the mem¬ 
bers’ room and on the 
website. 

“Indeed, where coun¬ 
cillors had requested 
hard copies, they had 
been provided with 
them.” 

Coun James said that 
following the meeting, 
some members had made 
requests for copies and 
those had been sent out 
to them. 

He said: “The coun¬ 
cil’s own policy to save 
paper calls for reports 
and agendas to be sent 
out via email and be 
placed on the website. 

“The council’s deci¬ 
sion to approve the LDP 
triggers a period of six 
weeks of consultation, 
including exhibitions, so 
the members and public 
will be able to engage in 
the whole process.” 

Coun James added: “I 
suspect that it is easier to 
say they do not have all 
the information rather 
than put the time into 
conducting an in-depth 
study and come up with 
proposals.” 

Vale residents will 
now be given an oppor¬ 
tunity to make their 
views known, and follow¬ 
ing that, a report will be 
prepared for the Vale 
cabinet. 

It then goes for con¬ 
sideration to the 
Planning Inspectorate. 



BARRY TOWN COUNCIL 
CYNGORTREFY BARRI 

GRANTS FOR LOCAL ORGANISATIONS 

Applications are invited from local voluntary and not 
for-profit organisations seeking financial assistance in 
2012/13. Forms are available from Barry Town Council, 

7 Gladstone Road, Barry, CF62 8NA. 

Telephone: (01446) 738663 info@barrytowncouncil.gov.uk 

Your constitution and latest audited accounts must 
accompany the application. New organisations must 
submit a business plan/budget in place of audited 
accounts. All applications complying with these criteria 
will be considered. The submission of an application does 
not guarantee that a grant will be awarded. 

The Council is unable to consider applications from or 
on behalf of National Organisations, unless they can 
demonstrate that their services benefit a significant 
proportion of the local community. 

Applications should be returned to the address given 
below by or before Thursday 1st March 2012. 

Mr C Lewis 
Town Clerk 
Council Offices 
7 Gladstone Road 
Barry 
CF62 8NA 


| REPORT by TIM CHAPMAN | 

Llantwit Major First couldn’t they have done 
Independents told The it in this case? 

GEM that the cabinet “At the council meet- 


member for planning and 
transportation, Coun Jeff 
James had voiced strong 
support for the docu¬ 
ment: “Coun James said 
it was a good plan and 
that he was delighted 
with it. 

“The problem was 
that many councillors 
hadn’t had the opportu¬ 
nity to see it. 

“One hard copy was 
left in the members’ 
room and it was put on 
the website on the cabi¬ 
net section, rather than 
planning.” 

Coun John said the 
importance of the docu¬ 
ment is such that all the 
councillors should have 
been given a hard copy 
well before the meeting. 

“I like to read through 
a document and be able 
to highlight points or 
problems to be raised,” 
he explained. 

‘BRIEFING’ 

Coun Margaret 
Randall, of Plaid Cymru, 
said she believed that 
Coun James had shown a 
“cavalier attitude” to 
members other than 
those in the Vale cabinet 
and that it was being 
rushed through. 

She said: “In Coun 
James’s words, it is one 
of the most important 
documents that the coun¬ 
cil has to deal with. 

“The council sends 
out other documents in a 
hard copy form, so why 


ing, I asked for a briefing 
for members, but was 
turned down.” 

A council officer did 
offer a briefing but that 
was after the vote had 
been taken. 

Coun Randall said she 
was concerned that with 
4,800 houses designated 
for Dinas Powys, Barry, 
Sully, Penarth, and 
Llandough, the road net¬ 
work would not be able 
to accommodate all the 
extra vehicles. 

“The infrastructure 
will not cope - the 
Merrie Harrier junction 
and the Baron’s Court 
are operating at their 
limit.” 

She said these sorts of 
matters should have been 
discussed properly by 
members before the doc¬ 
ument went out to con¬ 
sultation. 

‘EXHIBTIONS’ 

But the Vale Council 
insisted that an electron¬ 
ic version of the plan and 
maps had been available 
online since before 
Christmas - on 
December 23, a full 
month before the council 
meeting. 

Coun Jeff James 
explained: “On the night 
of the council meeting, 
to discuss and decide the 
LDP, there were mem¬ 
bers who said they did 
not have copies of the 
document, but many of 
these same members 
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Social services reform will underline commitment to the needy 


HOW FUNDING CAN GIVE THE 
VULNERABLE A BETTER DEAL 


T here is a 

great oppor¬ 
tunity for us 
to make a differ¬ 
ence in the Welsh 
Government by 
developing policies, 
allocating funding 
and passing laws 
which can improve 
the lives of people 
and communities in 
Wales. 

We can do a great 
deal more now than in 
the early days of the 
Assembly. 

We have more pow¬ 
ers, more confidence 
and greater experience 
about the improvements 
we can make to the 
social and economic 
fabric of Wales. 

We also have partners 
in local government, the 


NHS, business and the 
voluntary sector who are 
working with us to help 
make a difference in 
these challenging times. 

Last week, the Local 
Government and 
Communities Minister, 
Carl Sargeant AM, said: 
“For this Government, 
delivering reform is 
about: collaboration; 
simplification and 
accountability. 

“Collaboration is nec¬ 
essary across all of our 
public services, between 
our councils, Local 
Health Boards, the 
police, fire and rescue 
services to deliver for 
the public.” 

We are now rolling 
out a series of consulta¬ 
tion papers about new 
laws for Wales including 
the Social Services Bill 
to protect the vulnera- 
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ble, safeguard children 
and set standards for the 
delivery of social care. 

Gwenda Thomas AM, 
the Deputy Minister for 
Social Services 
launched this Bill in the 
Senedd, making it clear 
that we will be defining 
social services in a way 
that starts with a com¬ 
mitment to people in 
need and that will be 
active in identifying that 
need intervening at an 
early stage. 

She said: “We are not 
prepared to sit by as 
fewer and fewer people 
receive the support they 
need. 

“We will require local 
government to under¬ 
stand the dimensions 
and shape of the popula¬ 
tion in need in their 
areas, to make this pub¬ 
lic and to have the pow¬ 
ers to make arrange¬ 
ments to provide a range 
of services to meet those 
needs.” 

In line with the mes¬ 
sage from Carl Sargeant, 
the Minister went on to 
say that the changes that 
would be made through 
this new Bill will 
require new ways of 
working, reducing regu¬ 
lation and bureaucracy 
so that social services 
can focus on addressing 
and responding to needs. 

She reminded 


/ASSEMBLY\ 
NOTES 



by Vale AM 

JANE HUTT 

(Minister for 
Finance and 
Leader of the 
House) y 

Assembly Members that 
the foundation for these 
changes has been the 
protection of social 
services budgets. 

This goes back to the 
priorities we set in our 
budget following the 
UK Government cuts in 
2010, to protect social 
services with an extra 
£10 million allocated to 
local government for 
social services across 
Wales. 

There was wide¬ 
spread support for this 
statement from the 
Minister in the Chamber 
as she has worked hard 
to gain cross party sup¬ 
port which has borne 
fruit. 

Her announcement 
that the Bill will simpli¬ 


fy arrangements in rela¬ 
tion to adoption by plac¬ 
ing a duty on all 22 
local authorities to 
require them to come 
together to set up a sin¬ 
gle adoption agency was 
widely welcomed. 

We are also consider¬ 
ing the Housing and 
Regeneration Minister’s 
policy paper on 
‘Meeting the Housing 
Challenge ’ to prepare 
for the Housing Bill 
later in the spring. 

This is vitally impor¬ 
tant as we face growing 
housing need in our 
families and communi¬ 
ties. 

As Finance Minister, 

I have been able to lever 
in further funding for 
the social housing grant 
which will help build 
new affordable homes in 
Wales. 

In the late 1960s 
there was a BBC film 
called ‘Cathy Come 
Home’ about a homeless 
family walking the 
streets. 

This led to the setting 
up of Shelter, the 
Campaign for the home¬ 
less which is working 
hard to support people 
in housing need across 
Wales. 

Shelter inspired me to 
train as a social worker 
and led me into the vol¬ 
untary sector and into 


politics. 

Now I have the 
opportunity to help 
deliver on my lifelong 
goals and principles - 
to support and empower 
the vulnerable for a bet¬ 
ter deal in life - through 
the funding we allocate, 
the policies we adopt, 
and the laws we make 
here in Wales. 


Vale AM’s surgery 

THE Vale AM, Jane Hutt, will be holding a sur¬ 
gery on Friday (February 3) at Trinity Church 
Hall, Barry, from 4pm to 6pm. No appointment 
is necessary. 

Councillors’ surgery 

LABOUR councillors for Castleland ward, 
Barry, Chris Elmore, Pamela Drake and Karl 
Kuhnell will be holding an advice surgery on 
Saturday, February 4 between 10.30am and 
12pm in the Castleland Community Centre, 
Belvedere Crescent, Barry. 

Residents are asked to note the change of loca¬ 
tion for the surgery. No appointment necessary. 
Contact Chris Elmore on 07867 506 116, or 01446 
402 220. 

Rummage sale 

THERE will be a rummage sale in the Lesser 
Hall, All Saints Church, Victoria Square, Penarth 
on Saturday, February 4 from 10am until 
11.30am. Entry 50p to include tea/coffee. All 
proceeds to charity. 



BB 


Award 
‘Winning 
‘Bangladeshi 
& Indian 
Cuisine 


ampanjw 

Enjoy eating 
out at prices 
that beat eating in ... 

EARLY BIRD Special - 3 Course Meal only £7.95 per person 

Available every week Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 5.30 pm - 7.00 pm 
Offer includes FREE glass of house wine/soft drink (dine-in only) 

OPEN FOR LUNCH (Monday to Saturday) 

2 Courses only £4.95 Takeaway/£6.95 Eat In 

WEDNESDAY Special - 4 Course Meal only £8.95 per person 

Our mid week saver served all evening 5.30pm -11 pm (excludes drinks) 

SUNDAY Buffet 22 different dishes only £7.95 Children £4.95 
2012 BIRTHDAY Special 
Parties of 6 - Person celebrating EATS FREE! 

Now Booking VALENTINE’S DAY 

Friday and Saturday General Menu Applies 

★ ★★★ 

Food Hygiene Rated Scores* on the doors. 

*Food Standards Agency Supported Scheme 

^ 01446 771682-774590 

70 Eastgate, COWBRIDGE 
Open 7 days 5.30pm - 11.30pm 
(Including Bank Holidays) 



MASSIVE SAVINGS 


ON A HUGE SELECTION OF BRANDED PRODUCTS 


OUR BIGGEST 

FURNITURE 




EVER! IS NOW ON 

At least 25 % off 


WAS £499.95 


NOW C199.UU 
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Difficulty Hearin 


r? 


If ft ff 

At Scott Wroe Hearing you will 
find independent advice on the 
most suitable hearing aid for your 
specific needs. From basic models 
to the world’s most advanced, Sue 
and ScottWroe will provide a 
friendly and professional approach 
to your hearing difficulties. 

For more information or to arrange 
an appointment, please telephone 

02920 707760 


ScottWroe Hearing Centre, 
I Station Approach, 
Penarth, 

Vale of Glamorgan 
CF64 3EE 

(FREE PARKING OPPOSITETHE SHOP) 




9 All hearing aids come with a 30-day trial 

• Full aftercare service included with every 
hearing aid 

• Stockist of the world’s finest hearing aids 

9 Repairs and accessories to all makes and 
models 


P 

Scott Wroe 

Hearing Centre. 























































8 - THE GEM 


www.facebook.com/semnews • www.twitter.com/sem_news 


LLANTWIT MAJOR I 
“ /MJTOCENTPtE ® 


Old Market Place, East Street, Llantwit Major 

COMPLETE CAR CENTRE 


BIG INVESTMENT 

at LLANTWIT MAJOR AUTOCENTRE 
for 2012 

New Motorcycle & Quad MoT Station 

Half Price Motorcycle MoT 
when accompanied by a car test when due 
- call for details 

Delphi Service Centre, Modem Diesel Specialist 
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VALE MP’s VIEWPOINT 


GAS DRILLING IS 
‘ INAPPROPRIATE ’ 


1 WAS disappointed to 
learn that Coastal Oil 
and Gas, the company 
behind a controversial 
gas drilling scheme in 
Llandow, is appealing the 
Vale Council’s rejection 
of its plans to the Welsh 
Government. 

Back in October 2010, 
councillors in the Vale of 
Glamorgan unanimously 
rejected an application to test 
drill for shale gas in the coun¬ 
ty. 

The decision was a terrific 
result and a huge success for 
The Vale Says No campaign¬ 
ers, residents, businesses and 
local politicians, who all 
actively voiced their concerns 
and lodged their objections to 
the gas exploration planning 
application. 

The appeal has been made 
to the Planning Inspectorate 
in respect of the site at 
Llandow. 

Coastal Oil and Gas had 
the option of dealing with the 
appeal through written repre¬ 
sentations to the Planning 
Inspectorate, but has chosen 
instead to opt for a public 
inquiry. No date has been set 
as yet for the inquiry. 

In the meantime, to make 
sure our concerns are heard, 
it’s essential for local resi¬ 
dents and businesses to sub¬ 
mit their representations and 



Vale MP Alun 
Cairns reports to 
GEM readers 


opinions with Welsh 
Government’s Planning 
Inspectorate ( www.planning- 
portal.gov.uk) as soon as possi¬ 
ble. 

All comments must be 
lodged by the February 14, or 
risk not being seen and con¬ 
sidered by the inspector. 

In its crudest terms, the 
original planning application 
could have been described as 
a bid to merely dig a hole on 
the business estate in 
Llandow. 

However, this was simply 
not the case. I believe that the 
location is wholly inappropri¬ 
ate, based on the plans and 
aspirations of the community 
for the area. 

I find it difficult to believe 
that anyone would consider 


such an activity in such a sen¬ 
sitive area. It is close to the 
Heritage Coast and abuts 
areas of Grade 1 agricultural 
land, very little of which exists 
across Wales. 

Planning is a devolved mat¬ 
ter and approval or rejection 
of any gas exploratory plan¬ 
ning applications within 
Wales is defined as a responsi¬ 
bility for Welsh Government 
and the guidance they provide 
to local authorities. 

The Vale is, so far, the only 
place in the UK where appli¬ 
cations to test drill have been 
refused. 

I do not believe that the 
exploration (and if found, the 
extraction of gas), will bring 
the promised jobs for local 
residents or maintain the 
wonderful heritage coastline 
and rural environment of the 
Vale. 

To make a written repre¬ 
sentation, you can do so by 
following the link on 
www.aluncairns.co.uk, where 
I have also uploaded a generic 
letter opposing the appeal, or 
visit 

www.planningportal.gov. uk. 

Written comments must be 
submitted by February 14. 

I’d urge you all to make 
your personal representations if 
you have any concerns regard¬ 
ing the planning application. 

I hope that local interests 
and concerns will outweigh 
national policy. 



Tel: 01446 700111 Emill: tipblt (f v*leofgt*morx*n gov uk 




Typical Visible Services information you 
may receive on your mobile phone: 


Waste management special coAecooo 
reminders - such as our real Christmas 
tree collections 

Reminder on when waste management 
collection changes occur 

Advice on unexpected changes in our 
service for that week 

Service failures; such as vehicle 
breakdowns 

New service amendments such as 
additional materials we can recycle 
(recently clean foil, emptied aerosols 
and cartons such as tetra pak) 

Results; such as current recycling rates 

Adverse weather highways advice 

Road works that may affect your 
|oumcy time in your area 

Road closures due to road traffic 
accidents or similar 


Register with us from today 
it couldn’t be easier! 

To register simply text: 


CIV visible 'your postcode' ‘your house number’ 


To: 60066 




What yen oevd t# do: 

• Type your registration request as shown in the green box ibo^e 

• k don not rrvittwr if the postcode .ippwr> at *CF$ 64A* or ’CT56AA* 

• tour house number a preferred unless your home is officially registered 
as a house name. please only write your house name i this is the case. 

• Example text if you lived at house number 2d at the following postcode, 
you would send - CIV visible CFS 6AA 28 

• your standard text charge apples when sendng your registration text 

• you can opt out at any point 

Once registered, the Councils Visible Services team will send 
you information by text about the services we provide. Send 
one text to register and we’ll keep you updated with any 
service change* or new initiatives for FREE. 

www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/recycle 
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NEWS FROM THE BARRY MEN’S FORUM 


Speaker describes helping 
the helpless children in India 


OVER 25 years ago, our speaker, 
Mrs.Carol Evans, and her hus¬ 
band decided to take practical 
steps to tackle the great suffering 
caused by child poverty in south¬ 
east India. 

They had found conditions to be 
appalling for young children, who with 
their parents were in a cycle of deprivation 
and poverty. 

The causes of this were two-fold. Many 
had worked on the land but had been 
badly affected by a lack of rain and cli¬ 
mate change. 

In this area, they also found that 70 per 
cent of the population were cultural and 
religous outcasts who believed, with the 
majority of the rest of the population, that 
their huge sufferings were caused by their 
‘past-life’ experiences. 

Carol and her husband set to radically 
improve matters wherever they could. 

They discovered that the local children 


were largely employed in the match facto¬ 
ries. In other areas, it was dangerous and 
badly-run firework factories. 

It was co mm on for the owners of these 
establishments to offer parents of young 
children money to enable them to purchase 
the basics of life, such as food. 

Repayment would always be at extor¬ 
tionate rates that were impossible to pay 
back. Factory owners would then ‘suggest’ 
that payment could be made by letting 
their childeren come and work for a pit¬ 
tance. so that the debt could be worked 
off. 

Carol also discovered that employers 
found it cheaper to employ little children 
than install machinery that could break 
down and involve installation costs. 
Children could always be replaced with 
others. Our speaker emphasised that all 
this took place against a constitution that 
made such practices illegal. This always 
seemed to be ignored. 

Carol found that, despite India’s 


increasing wealth, grinding poverty for the 
masses was the norm and corruption 
seemed to be endemic. 

The shelter and support that the Evans’ 
were able to provide for the children 
proved to be something of a miracle. 

Many youngsters condemned to be street 
urchins are now adult teachers, account¬ 
ants and other professionals. 

The home in Pooncholai houses 75 chil¬ 
dren, plus local adults devoted to their 
young charges. Members of the forum 
found this to be an inspiring talk that illus¬ 
trated how determination and compassion 
had brought great changes in the lives of 
those who had previously had so little. 

The forum meets today (February 2) at 
United Reformed Church, Barry at 
10.30am. Alden Grindale will give a talk 
entitled ‘Historical Walk - Barry ’. For 
further information about the group, tele¬ 
phone 02920 594881. 

MAC TANNER 
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Conservatory? Extension? Or the Best of Both? 


They spei 


AN ORANGERY designed and built by Vale Orangeries 
is the answer to such a dilemma. 

Vale Orangeries is run by husband and wife Dean and Leanne Edmonds, 
specialise in building bespoke, luxurious Orangeries. 

Wq are both passionate about creating beautiful living spaces, and our 
range of orangeries are just that. Each build is completely bespoke, tailor made 
to our clients’ specification, “explains Leanne 

Vale Orangeries have completed numerous orangery builds throughout 
south Wales with many showhomes available for private viewings. 

“We offer a free consultation and design service and have various orangery 
builds available to view at our clients’ homes. This is a unique opportunity to 
talk to our customers about their experience and see for yourselves the quality 
of our work.” 

There are several design packages available, including bi-folding doors, 


recessed lighting options, underfloor heating, home entertainment solutions 
and an interior design service to help with those all important finishing touch¬ 
es. 

Dean explains, “Having a living space built to your specification is a 
dream for many, and a reality for our clients. We ensure the whole experience 
is enjoyable and stress free. There is no need to concern yourself with archi¬ 
tects, planning or building control as this is all part of the package. The only 
planning we want you to worry about is where to put your sofa! - but we can 
even help with that too!” 

For updates on current and previous builds, visit 
www. valeorangeries .co.uk 

If you are thinking of an extension or conservatory, but want something 
different call Dean or Leanne on 01446 746353 to discuss how a Vale 
Orangeries orangery can work for the way you live. 



Extension? Conservatory? Or the best of both? 
The Modena Orangery Range by Vale Orangeries 



Orangeries 
Conservatories 
Garden Rooms 
Home Offices 
Living Spaces 


Bespoke Affordable Luxury 

01446 746353 

info@valeorangeries.co.uk 
www.valeorangeries.co.uk 



All images featured are genuine projects completed by Vale Orangeries 
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Out and About with The GEM 


CLOONEY ON FINE 
FORM IN TOUCHING 
COMEDY DRAMA 


H aving hit 

critical pay 
dirt with 

middle-aged buddy 
'dramedy' Sideways 
in 2004, Alexander 
Payne could have 
easily taken the ball 
and run with it. 

Instead, the 
writer/director took a 
sabbatical, and only now 
has he returned to the 
big screen directing 
George Clooney in a 
novel adaptation, The 
Descendants. 

Clooney plays Matt 
King, a man who wants 
to sell a piece of land his 
family own in Hawaii. 

However, when 
Matt’s wife suffers a 
boating accident, he 
must look after his two 
daughters (Shailene 
Woodley and Amara 
Miller) and having 
played a small role in 
their lives, must recon¬ 
nect with them and him¬ 
self - all the while learn¬ 
ing about what his wife 
has been doing behind 
his back. 

For those who like 
their films with a degree 
of intelligence and 
humour, the absence of 
Alexander Payne from 
screens has no doubt 
been something of a dis¬ 
appointment - the 
writer/director managing 
to expertly mine the 
ennui of the middle-aged 


THE first toy and 
train collectors’ 
show of the new year 
in Barry takes place 
on Sunday, February 
5, at Barry Leisure 
Centre in 
Greenwood Street, 
from 10.30am to 
3pm. 

Top traders from all 
over Wales, as well as 
many from across the 
bridge, attend the Barry 
show and it has rapidly 
become established as a 
major event in south 
Wales. 

It also complements 
the quarterly Cardiff toy 
and train sale held at 
Penarth Leisure Centre 


American man in the 
likes of Sideways and 
About Schmidt. 

The Descendants 
then, on the surface, 
appears to be very much 
in the Payne milieu, and 
as you would expect, he 
delivers a mesmerising 
film that draws excellent 
performances from its 
cast. 

He manages to deliv¬ 
er an emotional piece of 
work that doesn’t push 
the schmaltzy buttons 
too much (a fault of 
much of the awards sea¬ 
son fare thus far). 

The subject matter 
could have seen Payne 
simply recycle the notes 
of his previous works 
given how they cleave 
so close to his output. 

However, by adapting 
from the source novel, 
Payne, who co-wrote the 
script along with Nat 
Faxon and Jim Rash, 
takes his eye for these 
types of characters and 
introduces new elements 
that enrich the film. 

While there are 
moments of comedy, the 
film is more dramatic 
than you would expect. 

The story of a man 
wrestling with a life¬ 
changing decision, along 
with upheaval in his per¬ 
sonal life, have moments 
of realistic comedy, but, 
tempered by the natura¬ 
listic nature of the story, 
there are no easy 
answers for any of the 


at Cogan, which is oper¬ 
ated by the same organ¬ 
isers. 

The venue is well- 
known as a clean, warm 
and well-lit centre, with 
plenty of parking avail¬ 
able and easy access. 

A local caterer also 
operates within the show 
throughout the day, and 
offers a wide range of 
refreshments at reason¬ 
able prices. 

Organiser Chris Dyer 
said: “Barry has come 
around again and all the 
traders and the patrons 
are looking forward to 
another great day out.” 


SCREEN 

TALK 



by 

GARETH 

JAMIESON 


Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 

@GEMScreen Talk 


characters, no 
Hollywood-style ways 
out. 

Instead, the first per¬ 
son narrative plays it 
straight, and is all the 
better for it; Payne and 
co’s screenplay balanc¬ 
ing well. 

His direction is superb 
as well, the beauty of 
Hawaii acting as a gor¬ 
geous backdrop to the 
familial strife that takes 
place, while Payne puts 
the concerns of the story 
first and foremost, the 
camera lingering on the 
characters and their 
responses rather than 
opting for fast cuts and 
clever editing. 

Anchoring it all is an 
absolutely outstanding 
turn from George 
Clooney, who has rightly 
received acclaim for his 
performance. 

While his best per¬ 
formances have often 
relied on his charm in 
tandem with strong act¬ 
ing ( Out Of Sight, 
Michael Clayton) here 
Clooney reins in the 
charm - instead deliver¬ 
ing a straight turn, with 
an element of comedy, 
that ticks all the boxes. 

It is possibly the 
actor’s most naked turn 
yet (not literally, I’m 
afraid, ladies) and 
watching Clooney on 
such fine form is truly a 


joy to watch. 

Amidst the acclaim 
Clooney has received, 
the other performances 
in the film seem to have 
to gone unfairly unno¬ 
ticed. 

Woodley and Miller 
are both incredibly good 
as Clooney’s two daugh¬ 
ters, the former a trou¬ 
bled teen failing to con¬ 
nect to an absent father, 
while the latter manages 
to inject humour as an 
old-beyond-her-years 
youngster that provides 
much laughter. 

Throw in Nick Krause 
as the default comedy 
character Sid, a role 
expertly delivered by the 
actor who manages to 
throw in some pathos to 
what is an otherwise 
played-for-laughs char¬ 
acter. 

Touching smaller 
roles for Beau Bridges, 
the underrated Judy 
Greer (showing her 
skills in an unfamiliar 
straight performance) 
and Robert Forster, 
leaves a cast who man¬ 
age not to put a foot 
wrong throughout. 

While the story hardly 
reinvents the wheel, it is 
delivered with such class 
and skill that you don’t 
mind. 

The return of 
Alexander Payne to the 
director’s chair, and a 
wonderful performance 
by George Clooney are 
enough to sate the 
appetite, as The 
Descendants makes for a 
truly superb viewing 
experience. 

VERDICT - The first 
of the ‘awards season’ 
films to really deliver, 
The Descendants is an 
excellent film that capti¬ 
vates and amuses with 
no small degree of intel¬ 
ligence. Alexander 
Payne’s return is one of 
form, while the perform¬ 
ance he coaxes out of 
George Clooney sees the 
actor stripped of his 
charm but resulting in 
the finest performance of 
his career; all in all a 
huge success! Highly 
recommended. 

SEE THIS IF YOU 
LIKED: Sideways 
(2004), About Schmidt 
(2002). 


•‘•'DON’T MISS THE... 

BARRY Nr. CARDIFF 
TOY & TRAIN SALE 

SUNDAY, 5th FEBRUARY, 2012 
10.30am - 3.00pm 

Barry Leisure Centre, Greenwood Street, 
Barry, Nr Cardiff, South Wales CF63 4RU 
BUY ★★ SELL ★★ EXCHANGE 

75 Tables, Many top dealers in Dinky Toys, Corgi 
Toys, Matchbox, Britains, EFE, Lledo, Hornby, 
Bachmann, Lima, etc. and much, much more 

Admission £1.65 - Child/OAP £1.25 
Enquiries: 01643 702757 or 07966 694579 
E-Mail: dyer@minehead46.freeserve.co.uk 
Website: chrisdyerfairs.co.uk 


Blood donor sessions 

THE Welsh Blood Service will he holding 
donor sessions in the area as follows: 

February 7: Bedwas Hall, Memorial Hall, 
Gladstone Road, Barry, 10am - 6pm. 

February 13-14: Llantwit Major Youth Centre, 
Station Road, Llantwit Major, 10am - 6pm. 

February 17: Mobile Donation Clinic, Tesco 
Stores, Castle Street, Maesteg, 10.45am - 1.45pm 
and 3.15pm - 6.30pm. 

Brackla Community Centre, The Triangle, 
Brackla, 10am - 6pm. 

To view a comprehensive list of all blood dona¬ 
tion sessions, please visit www.welshblood.org.uk 
or call 0800 252266. 


Toy and train sale 
is a great day out 


Prizes to be won for 
school news projects! 


PRODUCING a 
newspaper as a 
school project can 
be one of the best 
ways to develop a 
range of knowledge 
and skills in a fun 
way - and local sec¬ 
ondary schools are 
among those being 


WHAT’S ON 

A NEW monthly ‘pool 
circuits’ fitness class is 
being launched at 
Barry Leisure Centre 
with a free taster ses¬ 
sion on Sunday, 
January 29, between 
4pm and 5pm. 

Coming of 
the Light 

ART 4 U is holding its 
annual ‘Coming of the 
Light Celebration - A 
Walking 

Contemplation’ on 
Sunday, February 5, 
from 4pm at the Knap 
Lake and Gardens, 
Barry (meet under the 
Lake shelters). 
Contact: 

art4uwales.org.uk. 

Meet 
and greet 

ST DONAT’S Arts 
Centre’s newly-estab- 
lished theatre compa¬ 
ny welcomes anyone 
with a love of singing, 


A LOCAL school of 
dance is celebrating, 
after being asked to 
provide young 
dancers for a touring 
show featuring pro¬ 
fessional dancers 
from Strictly Come 
Dancing. 

Nerissa Usherwood, 
who runs the Vale 
School Of Dance, told 
The GEM: “We have 
been asked to perform 
with some of the BBC’s 
Strictly Come Dancing 
professionals in an 
‘Evening with The Stars 
Of Strictly’ at the Grand 
Pavilion, Porthcawl, on 
Wednesday, April 18. 

“This is a wonderful 
opportunity for our 
pupils to perform on 


offered prizes and 
the opportunity for 
local and national 
recognition to do 
just that. 

The Glamorgan 
GEM is offering to 
work with a local 
school entering the 
competition by featur¬ 
ing the project in our 


dancing, acting - or 
backstage work - to 
meet and greet on 
February 6 at 7pm. 
Contact Mike Peters on 
01446 799100. 

Mayor’s 

coffee 

VALEPLUS, the Vale- 
based charity that pro¬ 
vides lifelong learning 
and leisure opportuni¬ 
ties for people with a 
learning disability, is 
holding a coffee morn¬ 
ing on Tuesday, 
February 7, between 
10.30am and 12 noon. 

It will be hosted by 
Coun John Clifford, 
Mayor of the Vale, in 
the Corporate Suite of 
the Civic Offices at 
Holton Road, Barry. 

Tickets cost £1.50. 
There will be stalls 
including cakes, plants, 
books and NOVA, as 
well as a mystery prize 
game and a raffle. All 
are welcome. 


“Children from nine 
years and above will be 
dancing two routines in 
the show. 

“Our rehearsals get 
under way this month, 
and we are offering 
some young dancers the 
chance to be included in 
the show. 

“They will need to 
attend The Celtic 
Community Hall, Celtic 
Way, Rhoose on 
Saturday, February 4, 
11.30am-12.30pm to 
audition.” 

Anyone interested 
can contact Nerissa on 
01446 774449, 
valedanceandhealth @yo 


columns and arranging 
for students working 
on a newspaper project 
to see how their local 
newspaper is produced. 

The Shine School 
Media Awards are 
designed to encourage 
teachers to build the 
production of a 
newsletter, newspaper 
or magazine into their 
programme, as an indi¬ 
vidual or team project; 
and the awards are 
open to all secondary- 
level schools in Wales 
and England. 

Teachers may register 
interest on the 
www.shine- 

schoolawards.org web¬ 
site, where full details 
of the awards are avail¬ 
able. 

Entries must be sub¬ 
mitted by the end of 
March 2012, to qualify 
for judging in the 


COWBRIDGE 
Food and Drink 
Festival has already 
kicked of the organ¬ 
ising of this year’s 
festival and, as 
usual, are keen for 
feedback and sug¬ 
gestions from busi¬ 
nesses in the town. 

Together with the 
Vale Council, the com¬ 
mittee has compiled a 
questionnaire specifical¬ 
ly targeting local busi¬ 
nesses, to collate their 
views of the weekend 
and (hopefully) respond, 
to make this an even 
more beneficial week¬ 
end for town traders. 

The questionnaire has 
already been circulated 
to many local business- 


national competition. 

Chairman of the 
awards, Ian Locks, 
said: “The awards, now 
in their second year, are 
designed to encourage 
development of commu¬ 
nication, writing and IT 
skills, provide experi¬ 
ence of management 
and team work - and to 
encourage respect for 
copyright and a better 
understanding of the 
sustainability of paper 
products.’'’ 

Prize money of 
£4,500 is on offer to the 
main winners and all 
shortlisted schools will 
be invited to an awards 
ceremony at 
Stationers’ Hall (next 
to St Paul’s Cathedral 
in London) on Monday, 
June 25, to receive 
their awards or certifi¬ 
cates. 


es, but copies can still be 
collected at the recep¬ 
tions of either The GEM 
or Cowbridge Town 
Hall. 

John Davies, chair of 
the festival committee, 
explained: “It is impor¬ 
tant for us to work close¬ 
ly with the town’s busi¬ 
ness people to make the 
entire Cowbridge expe¬ 
rience positive. 

“The festival was set 
up to showcase every¬ 
thing that the Cowbridge 
area offers throughout 
the year - and to encour¬ 
age repeat visits. 

“Therefore, we wel¬ 
come the opportunity of 
working with local busi¬ 
nesses to best highlight 
what they offer.” 


urbiz.info, or via 
www.valeschoolofdance- 
stage witn protessionats. andhealth.co.uk 


The Vale School of Dance 

Cowbridge, Rhoose & St Athan 


Dancers between 9 & 23 years 

Audition to be held at 

The Celtic Community 
Centre, Rhoose 
Saturday, February 4th 11.30am 
THIS IS TO PERFORM WITH 
THE PROFESSIONALS FROM 
BBC's STRICTLY COME DANCING 
at The Grand Pavilion 
FURTHER DETAILS: Porthcawl 

01446 774449 Wednesday, April 18th 

E-Mail: valedanceandhealth@your bizinfo 
Web: www.valeschoolofdanceandhealth.co.uk 



J YHtine&e TR&UauumT 

A Delightful dining experience... 
RESTAURANT & TAKE-AWAY menus 

Lunchtimes & Evenings 
NEW Special Lunchbox from £2.60 
WEEK DAY SPECIAL 
2 courses for only Adult £1 0.95/Child £6.50 
Sample our TASTE OF CHINA’ SPECIAL 


Music to your ears... this Valentine’s Day 

We have maintained our popular a la carte menu 
and wish to introduce aspiring young classical 
guitarist LUC MORRIS, who will be enhancing 
the perfect ambience for Valentine diners. 


Private Parties Negotiable 
Unit 1, Britannia House 
Penny Lane, COWBRIDGE 

(Situated behind Town Hall Car Park) 

~ Telephone orders welcome ~ 

T: 01446 771668 F: 01446 773539 

Sun toThurs 12 - 2.30 • 5.00 - 10.30 
Fri to Sat: 12-2.30 * 5.00- 11.00 

www.ri ver vie w668. co. uk 


Chance for young 
dancers to mingle 
with Strictly stars 


Festival seeks 
feedback from 
local traders 
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GRANT CUT 
SERVICES IN 


THREATENS BUS 
THE RURAL VALE 


SUBSIDISED bus 
services in the Vale 
could be hit after 
the Welsh 

Government 
slashed grant aid - 
a Vale Council cab¬ 
inet member has 
claimed. 

The Vale Council’s 
cabinet member for 
planning and transporta¬ 
tion, Coun Jeffrey 
James, has written to the 
Welsh Government in 
the wake of a reduction 
of more than £123,000 
in its Local Transport 
Services Grant (LTSG) - 
a drop of 27 per cent. 

For the previous three 
years, the grant had been 
£445,000 (2009/10), 

£463,000 (2010/11) and 
£451,000 (2011/12), but 
it has now been reduced 
to £328,139. 

The grant enables 
councils to pay for a 
range of transport initia¬ 
tives, such as new com¬ 
munity transport servic¬ 
es, improving bus shel¬ 
ters and buying low- 
floor buses to improve 
accessibility. 


In a letter to local 
government minister 
Carl Sergeant, Coun 
James said: “I have very 
serious concerns regard¬ 
ing our ability to contin¬ 
ue to provide an appro¬ 
priate level of local 
transport provision. 

“We are currently 
concluding a bus service 
review for the council’s 
area and this recent 
announcement means 
that it is inevitable that 
bus services will be 
reduced.” 

He pointed out that 
another grant, the Bus 
Service Operator’s 
Grant (BSOG), had been 
cut by 25 per cent - five 
per cent more than in 
England, and said this 
would add to the prob¬ 
lem. 

Coun James said he 
feared bus providers 
would withdraw from 
tendering for routes, 
because their bids may 
now no longer be finan¬ 
cially tenable. 

He added: “The 
recent announcements 
will, without doubt, see 
a very visible and harm¬ 


ful reduction in the lev¬ 
els of local bus servic¬ 
es.” 

Mr Michael R. Fox, 
the general manager of 
Cartel Travel which 
operates from Llandow 
in the Vale, and provides 
bus runs between Barry, 
Llantwit Major, 

Bridgend and Cardiff, 
echoed Coun James’s 
fears and claimed it 
could put many local 
routes in danger. 

REMOTE 

COMMUNITIES’ 

He said: “The cut in 
the LTSG will mean a 
reduction in subsidised 
services, especially in 
rural areas. 

“BSOG in England 
has had a reduction but 
this has been spread 
over 18 months, rather 
than in eight weeks. 

“It takes 56 days to 
amend or cancel a serv¬ 
ice, which means oper¬ 
ates are having to make 
changes now. 

“We have already 
cancelled a service and 
are looking at others to 
work out their sustain¬ 
ability given the current 


Brynhill members 
vote in favour of 


housing scheme 


BRYNHILL Golf Club mem¬ 
bers have voted in favour of 
proceeding with the proposed 
sale of part of their course for 
houses to be built there. 

The vote took place at a private 
meeting last Thursday (January 26) 
which lasted two hours. Members 
questioned representatives of the 
housebuilder Redraw, and the golf 
course architects, Weller McEvoy, and 
highways consultants. 

A vote was taken and a club mem¬ 
ber, who did not wish to be identified, 
told The GEM that on a show of 
hands, members were conclusively in 
favour, with the vote appearing to be 
around 65 per cent in favour, and 35 
per cent against. 

Before the meeting, Redrow repre¬ 
sentatives had indicated that, in the 
event of a yes vote, legal moves 
would then start to get the land 
included in the Vale Council’s LDP as 
suitable for housing. The LDP has 
been issued in draft form (excluding 
Brynhill as a site for housing) and a 
period of consultation is about to 
start. 

Redrow also said that more detailed 
plans would have to be prepared, deal¬ 
ing with issues such as drainage, ecol¬ 


ogy, soil and the exact number of hous¬ 
es that could be accommodated. 

Last week, it was reported that, in 
the event of the house building going 
ahead, Brynhill would have a new 
clubhouse, a redesigned 18-hole 
course, and a surplus of £2 million. 

The GEM understands that no deci¬ 
sions were taken on how the club 
would use that £2 million - although 
simply dividing it up between mem¬ 
bers seems to have been ruled out. 

It was stressed, said the source, that 
the £2 million was not a guaranteed 
figure, because there were areas such 
as clubhouse design and the drainage 
of the course that still had to be costed 
in full. 

PENARTH SPRING FAIR 

THE Penarth fundraising group for 
Cancer Research UK will start their 
new fundraising year on February 4 
with a spring fair. 

It will be held in the Paget Rooms, 
Penarth, at 10.15am-12 noon. 
Admission is 50p, including a cup of 
tea/coffee and biscuits. There will be 
stalls of cakes/savouries, plants, pre¬ 
serves, white elephant, 

parcels/tombola and cards. 


SOUTH WALES’ 
LEADING INDUSTRIAL DOOR 
MANUFACTURERS 


actiondoors.com 


GARAGE DOOR 
SPECIALISTS 




01656 659274 
01446 439214 


VMM 


REPORT by GEM STAFF 


fares.” 

Mr Fox pointed out 
that in England an 
incentive scheme had 
been running for a num¬ 
ber of years which 
rewarded operators 
undertaking certain 
measure, such as run¬ 
ning low e mi ssion buses 
and introducing tracking 
systems. 

He stressed: “This 
scheme has never been 
available in Wales and is 
worth a maximum of 13 


per cent over the stan¬ 
dard BSOG rate. 

“With this, it is possi¬ 
ble for an English opera¬ 
tor to get £0.3906 based 
on the new standard rate 
of 34.57p per litre in 
England. 

“We introduced track¬ 
ing, radios, and Smart 
card readers years ago 
and would have been 
entitled to a 10 per cent 
increase in BSOG if we 
were in England. 

“We have been left 


with the prospect of end¬ 
ing several marginal 
local routes which are 
relied upon by local res¬ 
idents in remote com¬ 
munities.” 

The Vale’s MP, Alun 
Cairns, also expressed 
his fears that routes 
would be under threat. 

“I can’t understand 
why the Welsh 
Government are looking 
to introduce this sub¬ 
stantial change to the 
Bus Service Operators 
Grant rebate at such 
short notice. 


“I’m sure that many 
local bus operators will 
struggle to incorporate 
the reduction into their 
business plans and 
budgets from April this 
year.” 

He pointed out: “I’m 
concerned that this 
change in the BSOG 
could mean that we’ll 
see an increase in fares 
but also a reduction in 
service levels. 

“This would hit the 
Vale hard, as many 
routes through the rural 
areas were already under 


threat from cutbacks and 
lack of investment over 
the last 12 months.” 

Mr Cairns added: “I 
hope that the Welsh 
Government will look at 
this issue again. This 
action will also increase 
the pressure on local 
authorities, making it 
more expensive for 
authorities to support 
socially necessary bus 
services and school 
services, as operators 
will face higher costs 
when operating con¬ 
tracts.” 
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Wttin Harveys. 
Wcflerton Retail Pin 
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rrnrr six nations rugby 


2012 FIXTURES 


ALL SET FOR THE BIG KICK-OFF! see preview on back page 


Welsh rugby fans eagerly looking 
forward to the start of the Six 
Nations tournament this weekend, 
will have to wait until tomorrow for 
the starting line-up against Ireland 
in Dublin on Sunday. 

Head coach Warren Gatland has 
delayed the announcement, in the 
hope that key injured trio Rhys 
Priestland, Jamie Roberts and Dan 
Lydiate, will be able to take the field 
for a crunch clash that both teams 
will be desperate to win - as they 
launch their bid for the 2012 title. 
(See back page) 


SUX i f ATI OrG 
TTIMSTAIBIL® 

Saturday , February 4, 2012 

France v Italy, 14:30 
Scotland v England, 17:00 

Sunday, February 5, 2012 

Ireland v Wales, 15:00 

Saturday, February 11, 2012 

France v Ireland, 20:00 
Italy v England, 16:00 

Sunday, February 12, 2012 

Wales v Scotland, 15:00 

Saturday, February 25, 2012 

England v Wales, 16:00 
Ireland v Italy, 13:30 

Sunday, February 26, 2012 
Scotland v France, 15:00 

Saturday, March 10, 2012 

Ireland v Scotland, 17:00 
Wales v Italy, 14:30 

Sunday, March 11, 2012 

France v England, 15:00 

Saturday, March 17, 2012 

England v Ireland, 17:00 
Italy v Scotland, 12:30 
Wales v France, 14:45 


King William IV 

(The Billy) Cadoxton, Barry 
Sunday 5th February 

SIX NATIONS RUGBY 

Complementary Curry & Rice 
for Welsh Games 

Saturday 4th February 

LYNETTE HILL 

Modem Female Vocalist 

Saturday 11th February 

ALI DELGADO 

Award Winning Latino Female Vocalist 

Saturday 18th February 

PADDED CELL 

Barry Rock/Blues Band 

Saturday 25th February 

THEM DEAD BEATS 

Barry Punk ‘n’ Blues Band 

01446 401248 

Follow us on Facebook The King William 



INJURY 

CONCERNS 

RIGHT: Jamie 
Roberts (on left) 
and Rhys 
Priestland sit out 
squad training, but 
they are being 
given every oppor¬ 
tunity by Warren 
Gatland to reach 
match fitness and 
line up against 
Ireland on Sunday. 




ABOVE: In the 
blue bibs, Sam 
Warburton (left) 
and Toby Faletau 
will be key figures 
in the crucial 
breakdown battle 
against the street¬ 
wise Irish pack. 



ABOVE: Mike Phillips’ control and 
power at scrum half could prove to be 
a vital factor in the game on Sunday. 


Embroidery 

P Embroidery & T-Shirt Printing 

Leisure, Sport, 

Industrial, 
Hen and Stag 
Clothing 

Mobile: 07870 377547 
07969 574294 
07969 723732 

ajmembroidery 

@yahoo.com 



12 BROAD STREET, 
BARRY 

TEL 07946 960610 


BAR • WINE BAR 


OPEN 5.00pm - 12 midnight Wednesday & Thursday 
5.00pm - 1.00am Friday & Saturday 


RBS Six Nations Rugby 

All matches shown - sandwiches provided 
Brand New 72” Screen 


VALENTINE’S 

md Tuesday, 14th February Q 
Live Music and Tapas 
Come along and enjoy the evening 
Enjoy beers, wines and spirits in a comfortable, 
contemporary, relaxing bar. 


THE PARK 

Park Crescent, Barry 


Good Luck Wales! 

ALL RUGBY MATCHES SHOWN 
LIVE - COME ALONG AND JOIN 
THE ATMOSPHERE! 


Skittle Alley • Darts • Sky Sports 
and ESPN • Quality Ales 

Tel: 01446 735589 



VALE OF 

GLAMORGAN INN 

Superb home-cooked food 
at sensible prices! 

♦ REAL ALES ♦ REAL FOOD 
♦ REAL FIRES 

SIX NATIONS 


I ii mi 


RUGBY LIVE! 

53 High Street, COWBRIDGE 
Tel. (01446) 772252 


the 

WenvoeArms 


SKY SPORTS 


now shown live! 

Six Nations 
Rugby Package: 
Meal ana a drink £10.95 

Friday 3rd February: 

Acoustic Session with 
BESPOKE 

Friday 10th February: 
Acoustic Session with 
OFF THE CUFF 

Friday 17th February: 

Real Radio's JAGGER & 
WOODIES KARAOKE 

Thurs 1st to Sun 4th March: 

St David's Weekend 
The Wenvoe Beer Festival 

A traditional quirky 
atmosphere! 


18 Old Port Road, Wenvoe, Cardiff, 
South Glamorgan CF5 6AN 

Tel 02920 591129 

Web - wenvoearms.co.uk 


^Borough Arms 

Six Nations Rugby 
& Football shown live 
on Multi Screens 

£2 a pint on selected drinks 
during match time. 

Free light refreshments at half time 
during Welsh games 
plus a chance to win a gallon of ale 
during all Six Nations matches 

LIVE FOR FEBRUARY 

Friday February 3rd 
‘VALE OF JAM-MORGAN’ 
Live Acoustic 
Friday February 10th 
MATTHEW JACKSON 
Live Acoustic 
Saturday February 11th 
‘617’ Local Band 
Friday February 17th 
LLOYD JOHN 
Live Acoustic 
Friday, 24th February 
TAYLOR JONES 

Venue available for Parties 
Buffets & Hot Meals 
Resident DJ & Karaoke Available 
Pool Table & Juke Box 

72 High Street, Barry 
Tel. 01446 737060 










































































Thursday, February 2nd, 2012 


www.facebook.com/semnews • www.twitter.com/sem news 


THE GEM - 13 



NEW STORE NOW OPEN * Glanwgan v a |« Retail Parte, Uantrisant, 

Massive 

Savings 

in the DFS Sale 

i 

ToJUij aaJI +kis ne*>k 

Everything in the biggest ever DFS Sale 
is reduced in price witf- Massive Savings 

on a huge choree of the latest designs. 

Don! wist a moment longer to save 
a fortune on you new sofa at DFS 



SaU/ Price, 

£899 

A»v* va* tin* 

SAVE £899 


Tfc* Jupiter 


£#18.72 a month 

*• AfofcA «• rtluuluw 


if 


*ttti 4 y««s IM few ctmSL 48cc|4 mortt#ipp*frT*r- Or pay noMig tar test yearr. 


REPRESENTATIVE 


C\/ 4 years interest 
yQ free credit with 
A p£ nothins to pay 
for the first year 


think sofas, think 

Uantrisant 01443 449593 BO 

Glamorgan Vale Retail Par*, CF7 2 8RP 


(|»««( Moun M»nFnteun%i«i fattetiiftv tellnnte 


dfs 



Save Time - Order Oect at www dfs.co.uk or caU Free on 0800 110 5000 24 hours a day 7 days a week 
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ijurwnMd towed V**arS*Frarnm»tter;raductt**nc'*«>o«**k*vrrE**»ffcrr(*«Ljf^ :r«vidr«uvar<9*m Mdb*chrpBrT^cjtti««*ic4*|<3at)l) <J **JU 
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A TOUGH economic climate 
forces people to make some 
difficult lifestyle decisions - 
and no decision causes more tension 
than where to live. 


For years, the dream has been to move 
onwards and upwards - upgrading your property 
until you eventually arrive at your dream home. 



■^TBanks 

J 


UUK 

& US) 


High Quality 

11 1 1 Building & Renovation 

Services 


Vale of Glamorgan Built-in Quality 
Awards Proud Winners 2011 
‘New Dwellings’ category with 
their Golygfa Colwinston project 

• New Build • Barn Conversions 
• All types of building work 
and maintenance 

Specialising in BREEAM standard 

Glas Fryn, Hendre Lane, Coity, Bridgend CF35 6RB. 
Tel/Fax: 01656 768444 

Mobile: 07814 779587 
Email: enquiries@ajbanksbuilders.co.uk 
NHBC Registered House Builder - Registra¬ 
tion No. 50375 


That dream home might come in many forms. 
It could be a cottage in the country, a solid four- 
bedroom detached in a nice part of town, a pent¬ 
house apartment, or a rambling old property that 
you will transform into an elegant town house! 

However, when times are tough, those dreams 
sometimes have to be put on hold for a few 
years, and it is time to take stock instead. 

However, rather than dwelling on the nega¬ 
tives, this temporary pause can be a great chance 
to look at your present living space and perhaps 
give it a fresh look. 

After all, well thought-out home improve¬ 
ments will give a twofold benefit - the sense of 
wellbeing induced by having that work done, 
and the knowledge that, when you do decide to 
move on, your efforts will be reflected in the 
selling price of your home. 

GUY FORD 

QUALITY 

PLASTERING 

SERVICE 

No job too small 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 



PAINTING & 
DECORATING 
SERVICES 
Exterior/Interior. Free Quotes. 
Clean tidy worker. 

All insurance work. 
Carpet Cleaning available. 
FULLY INSURED 


01446 772702 
07505 979078 


Weekend calls welcome 

www.nhdecorating.co.uk 


Experts have always argued that a good 
extension on a home will increase the value of it, 
and there are so many reasons nowadays for tak¬ 
ing this step. 

Families have to face the fact that it is not so 
easy for young people to get on the housing lad¬ 
der, so children who in the past would have 
moved out as soon as they found their first job 
are now staying home longer while they save for 
a deposit. 

A well-planned extension can give parents 
and children - well, young adults really - more 
space so that the family doesn’t feel cramped 
and confined. 

Necessary maintenance 

It makes for a more relaxed living environ¬ 
ment and, of course, there is the financial benefit 
to come, if and when the house is sold. 

Of course, not every house or flat is suitable 
for an extension, but a great deal can be done in 


terms of redecoration and renovation. 

It is a chance to do all that necessary mainte¬ 
nance, and at the same time indulge your cre¬ 
ative side. 

A new colour scheme, or new wallpaper and 
carpets can upgrade a room, making you feel 
good at the same time. 

Perhaps when you moved in you felt that 
there were too many small rooms? This could be 
the chance to knock two into one and make a 
really expansive living space. 

If your living room is looking good, perhaps it 
is the kitchen that is in need of a makeover? 

Once again, living and cooking in a more 
modem kitchen can make life seem much easier, 
Again, it will pay off by increasing the value of 
your property - and make the cook in your fami¬ 
ly very happy! 

No matter where you live, it is a rare home- 
owner who has no issues with his/her property. 

There is always something that carries on nig¬ 
gling away because it just isn’t right. 


Are you planning Property 
Maintenance for 2012? 

• General Repairs & Building Work 

• Kitchen & Bathroom Installation 

• Plumbing 'Tiling • Carpentry • Guttering 

• Burst pipe callout from £40 


No job 
Too Small! 


Freephone: 0800 612 2806 Mobile: 07927 652 620 

Email: nial@fernpropertydevelopment.com 

www.fernpropertydevelopment.com 





Approved 


Stonemason/ 

Stonework 

Traditional 

Brickwork 


Individually Styled 
Conservatories 

Specialists 
in Extensions 


07974 U0396 or 01656 652558 


CARDIFF 

LOCK SAFE 

COMPANY LTD 




Suppliers of: • Chubb • Securikey 
»SMP under floor, wall & freestanding safes 
EXTENSIVE SAFE SHOWROOM 


TELEPHONE: 029 2049 9358 OR 029 2049 4992 
FAX: 029 2048 3558 www.cardifflocksmiths.com 
E-Mail: info@cardifflocksmiths.com 


39 CLIFTON STREET, ROATH, CARDIFF CF241LR 


Underfloor Heating? 

Contact the Experts at 

Heating & Plumbing Warehouse 

Best Prices Guaranteed 

Tel: 02920 461 964 or 
07702 748 730 

www.hpwarehouse.co.uk 



GARDEN & 

LANDSCAPING SERVICES 

Award Winning 

Driveway & Paving Specialists 



LOGS FOR SALE 

Block-paving and Mot 

Fencing and Gate* 

Decking and locomr 
Ponds & Wciter Features 
Brickwork and Stone WoRrtg 
Gordon Design 



partiaAo at o»r mA 
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FIVE STAR ROOFING & BUILDING 


Slating • Tiling • Flat Roofing, including Sin¬ 
gle Ply, Felt and Fibreglass systems 
• Natural slate specialist 
• Chimney stacks rebuilt and removed 
• Lead work • Loft Conversions 
• Insurance work • 24 hour call out 


CALL STEVE PHILPOT on 01443 842779, 
07798 637119 or 02920 621619 
bethanphilpott@btinternet.com 


D.B. FRANCIS L j d 


GAS MAINTENANCE & l j 
GAS SERVICE ENGINEERS'""^ 


www.dbfrancis.co.uk 



• All Gas and Oil Appliances Serviced 

• Gas and Oil Central Heating Installation 

• Boiler Up-grades 

• Heating Controls Up-dated 

• Individually designed systems to customers 
specification 

• Twelve months guarantee 

• Good after-sales service and maintenance 



RVafent .At 

A.C.O.P. Approved 



FREEPHONE 0800 298 1045 

Unit 21c Vale Business Park, Llandow,CF71 7PF 
Tel: 01446 771112 Fax: 01446 771175 


% <2 & 

GRAB I 

PLANT HIRE m 

111 VALE ENTERPRISE CENTRE, HAYES RD, SULLY 
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IMPROVING ? 


It might be the layout of the garden, the state 
of the bathroom, a lack of natural light in one 
room - it might even be something that no one 
else notices. 

There won’t be a better time to address these 
issues, and a successful solution to the problem 
can give a great deal of satisfaction. 

Times are tough and money is tight - and 
sometimes you have to acknowledge that the 
grand design may have to be put on hold for a 
time. 

However, that is no reason to sit back and do 
nothing. Whether you rely on an expert, or trust 
your own judgement, this could be the perfect 
time to improve your living space. 

Life is full of stresses and strains, and home 
improvements can make a real difference to you 
and your family. 

On these pages, The GEM 
has brought together a wide 
range of businesses - all local, 
and with the expertise to 
make your dreams a reality. 

Standing still is rarely a good 
thing. You may be staying put 
for a few years, but that doesn’t 
mean you can’t move forward! 



CJT Heating 

Installer of traditional 
and contemporary multi¬ 
fuel and wood burning 
stoves and fires. 

Free estimates/advice. 
Cenydd J Thomas 
M: 07974 728717 


HETAS 
registered 

cjtheating @ talktalk.net 


installer 




All types of 
doors supplied, 
fitted and 
repaired. 

Over 15 years 
experience. 


07783 703366/01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 





VALE PLUMBING & 
i) HEATING SERVICES 

* Boiler Installations 

* Powerflushing Specialist 

* Bathroom Installations 

* Gas Safety Certificates 

* Valliant Boiler Specialist 

* Domestic Plumbing 

* Annual Boiler Servicing 
garethwcjenkins@hotmail.co.uk 


Tel. 07929168006 - 07966 273839 



J. A. Woodwork Ki ' chens/Bedraoms 


General Cabinet Making 
— s 

■ 



Tel. 01446 792695 • www.jawoodwork.net 
Sutton Spring Road, Llandow Trading Estate, Cowbridge. CF71 7PB 



OSES Electrical O 

• Rewires 

• Earthing 

• Extra Sockets 

• Inspection 

& Lighting 

& Testing 

• Smoke Alarms 

• Landlord 

• Fuseboard 

Certificates 

Changes 

• Free Estimates 

01446 739473 

4— 

07980 908003 

wmm i 1 1 



GARAGE DOOR SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


JP 


PROPERTY 

Jonathan David Building Contractors 

Proud to be ‘Commended ’ at the Vale of 
Glamorgan Built-In Quality Awards. 

New dweUing/Home conversion category 

for their transformation 
of Bam 2, Redfarm , Llangan. 


• Barn Conversions • New Build • Extensions 

25 years of Excellence... 

Tel: 07803 504081 

Brook Cottage, Treoes, Vale of Glamorgan CF35 5DH 


RIBA Chartered Architect 

Don Mitchell 
Associates 

Award winning Architecture 

Traditional and contemporary design 
Historic and Listed Buildings 
From planning to completion 

01446 771218 

Top floor, 39 High Street, COWBRIDGE 
donaldm itchell@btconnect.com 


Call Eileen on 

to get the best results 
from YOUR advertising 


n mJ BUILDING 
l/.r. SERVICES 

• Kitchens • Bathrooms • Extensions 

• Plastering • Carpentry •Joinery 

• Roofing • BrichworK • Conservatories 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 
Tel: 01446 711968 OAi 
or 07831 655429 


Have you 
planned 
your 2012 
Marketing 
yet? 


Building & Extension |.... . ... 

eh. 2° Y«.r. iDmas Windows Ltd 

Let Dinas fulfil your New years Resolution... 


Get a quote now for 

New Windows • Doors • Conservatory 
Porches • Fascia Soffits and Guttering 



• Extensions / rime Served Tradesmen | 

• Bathrooms < ^iOO%Goowntt*<l 

• Fitted Kitchens 

• Garage Conversions 

• PVC Gutters & Facias 


Why not give 

The 

GEM 

a call and 
let us help 
you to 
get the 
best results! 


ESCammxtiofi 

Tel 077884S5656 01446 '19b00 


STEVE LEE 

BUI LDING CONTRACT OR 

Former Award Winners 2003 and 2008 
Accredited ‘Highly Recommended’ 2009 

► New Builds ►Barn Conversions 

► Exte nsions ►Refurbishmen ts 

Tel. Uantwit Major 01446 793141 



We also do repair work 
to Windows and Doors 


Freephone 0800 0260587 - 24 hours 

Unit 16,Ty-Verlon Industrial Estate 
Cardiff Road, Barry 
www.dinaswindows.co.uk 


• WRIGHT 

BUILDING & PLASTICS LTD 

♦> Extensions ♦> Renovations 
^>All Electrical Work 

PV Solar Systems 
and Installers 

• MCS 
accreditation 

• Full Roof 
Surveys 

• Grants and 
feeding tariffs 

Free estimates and fully insured / 

For all your Local 
Building needs 

Tel. 01446 751346 
Mob. 07990 595200 
07747 634204 



REPLACEMENT DOOR & WORKTOP SPECIALISTS 


FREE 
FITTING 



limited offer 


A family business with vast experience in the replacement 
door and worktop market Everything you require from the 
doors, to worktops and new oppHances and sinks 


IX )( )!<■ 

DOCTOR 


h 


01446 688018 • 01656 360027 

www.door-doctor.co.uk 
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Networking - 
Make it work 
for you today! 

V WBN’S first speaker Marianne 

Pettifor, with 25 years’ networking 
experience, will talk about how 
networking is changing. 

She will address ‘free of charge’ and ‘e’ market¬ 
ing as options for raising the profile of your busi¬ 
ness and gaining new business. 

Come along and get some great tips from some¬ 
one who has “been there” through thick and thin! 

Marianne will also answer questions. So, put 
your thinking caps on and join us on Wednesday, 
February 15, at Bar 44, Cowbridge at 6.30pm; £10 
non members, £5 members. 

Please contact Rebecca to book; 
members @ vxvbn. org. uk 


Vale Women’s 
Business Network 
NETWORKING: 


Make it work for you today with 
free of charge marketing. 

Wed 15th February 2012 
At Bar 44, Cowbridge 6.30 - 9 pm 

Guests and non-members are most welcome! 
(Guest membership for this event is £10) 

Please email members@vwbn.org.uk to book 

www.vwbn.org.uk 


Mediator can 
help families 
in a crisis 


F AMILY Mediation is a voluntary 
process by which couples negotiate 
face-to-face about the arrange¬ 
ments for their future, with the help of a 
neutral third party, a mediator. 

Passmores Solicitors are trained in family media¬ 
tion and can offer services specifically to assist 
couples (married or unmarried) who are in, or have 
been, through the process of separation or divorce - 
and children who are impacted by the process. 

Passmores are able to help couples to reach joint 
decisions about issues associated with their separa¬ 
tion, be it children, finance, or property. 

Please call us on 01446 721000 or email 
mail@passmores.com or fax on 01446 746949for 
more information. 


Welcome to Balmoral 
Motorhome Hire! 



Quality furniture 
venture a change of 
direction for couple 


H usband and wife 
team, Gareth and Nicky 
Punter, spotted a gap in 
the market for quality furni¬ 
ture in top-notch materials 
such as pine and oak, and, 
above all, a personal service. 

Their new enterprise, Home 
Comforts Furniture Warehouse, 
opened on February 1 and is based in 
the Vale, equidistant from Cowbridge 
and Bridgend. 

Gareth, who previously worked for 
a UK-wide furniture company as a 
sales and marketing manager, and who 
is also a joiner by trade, knows a thing 
or two about bespoke furniture. 

“Not everyone wants the imperson¬ 
al, flat-pack experience,” he explained. 

“Our aim is to provide a knowledge¬ 
able service for our customers. We’ll 
go the extra mile and measure up for 
the customer at home to ensure the 
piece they want is suitable. 

“In my experience, many stores sell 
low-calibre furniture at high prices. 
Ours is beautifully made, all the pine 
being made to order and finished by 
hand by British craftsmen. 

“The oak is all solid and of the high¬ 
est quality, fantastic to look at and 
keenly priced. We have divided the 


warehouse up into room sets so people 
can get a feel for how it will look in 
situ. 

“We also have a range of beautiful 
accessories, so our customers can re¬ 
create the look at home, without need¬ 
ing to shop elsewhere.” 

The Parlane quality accessories are 
replenished on a regular basis and up¬ 
dated to run with current trends. 

Gareth and Nicky, a former NHS 
training manager, have many years’ 
experience in the furniture trade 
between them, and are keen to point 
out that their new enterprise plugs the 
gaps left by other businesses. 

Richard, the store manager, is keen 
to get the business up and running and 
is enthusiastic about the future: 

“The furniture is beautiful, well 
made and total quality,” he said. 

In addition to private homes, their 
furniture and accessories would suit 
boutique and country house hotels, 
high-quality holiday lets, and landlords 
wanting to let furnished properties in 
the executive market. 

Home Comforts Furniture 
Warehouse, Unit 4b, West Winds 
Business Park, Llangan,Vale of 
Glamorgan CF35 5DR. Tel: 01656 
861120; please visit our website: 
www. homecomfortsfw. co. uk 



PASSMORES 

are trained in 

Family 

Mediation 


Specialising in: 

• Services to assist couples 

• Separation/Divorce 

• Children/Finance/Property 

For more information please call us on: 

01446 721000 

or by email: mail@passmores.com. 

21 Tynewydd Road, 
Barry, CF62 8HB 


HOME COMFORTS 

Quality British made pine 
and oak furniture ... 

•J OFF 

Furniture 



Traditionally 
made, fully 
assembled 
furniture 

FREE Parking 

~4a WEST WINDS BUSINESS PARK, LLANGAN 
Complimentary COWBRIDGE CF35 5DR Tel: 01656 861120 
www.homecomfortsfw.co.uk (Access Imminent) 


W OULD you like to A spokesman explained: “We only 
take your home com- use new 2012 registered camper vans, 
forts on holiday with We have four or six berth motorhomes 
you? Go where you and your now available for that special holiday, 
family want to go - no set meal ' The >' are full . v equipped and 
times or itinerary? Get up and insured for drivers over 25 - vcars okL 
go when you want, where you comple “ radio/CD, and flat 
^ ant , J J screen TV/DVD player.” 

Balmoral Motorhomes, based in For ° ur n J ew facility. or for 
Bridgend, mid-way between Cardiff new and used motorhomes or caravans 
and Swansea, offers a hire service for f or sa ^ e > ca ^ 01656 858289 - or visit 
luxury motorhomes. Find us just off us alongside Nathaiel Car Sales, 
junction 35 of the M4. Bridgend Industrial Estate, CF31 3SA. 


Bridgend law firm achieves 
Lexcel Quality Standard 



The Lexcel certificate is handed over by 
Wayne Williams of cpm21. 


“Achieving Lexcel 
accreditation reinforces 
our commitment to pro¬ 
viding high-quality legal 
services tailored to 
client needs,” said 
Diane Bishop, practice 
manager. 

“We have held a 
Specialist Quality Mark 
for quite some time, 
which is the Legal 
Services Commission 
quality standard, but 
this only applied to our 
publicly-funded depart¬ 
ments. 

“Lexcel applies to all 
areas of the practice and 
demonstrates our con¬ 
tinued focus - striving 
for excellent customer 
service at highly com¬ 
petitive fees,” Simon 
Thomas, director, com¬ 
mented. 


D P LAW LTD 
(David 
Prosser & 
Co), the well- 
known Bridgend 
law firm, were pre¬ 
sented with the 
Law Society Lexcel 
Excellent 


Quality Standard 
recently. 

To achieve the stan¬ 
dard, a legal practice 
must undergo a rigorous 
check by an independ¬ 
ent auditing organisa¬ 
tion against the Lexcel 
Quality Standard. 

Service 



David I 
& Co Solicitor 

4 Court Road, Bridgend 
CF31 8BL 

Tel: 01656 645921 



Massive clearance at 
Full Independence 


F ull inde¬ 
pendence 

currently has 


a massive stock 
clearance sale, with 
all in-stock scoot¬ 
ers, stairlifts, Rise 


n Recline chairs 
and daily living 
aids all reduced by 
up to 70 per cent. 

We are also offering 
further discounts on 
wheelchairs and walk¬ 
ers, so why pop into our 
spacious showroom, 
where you can try all 
our products with no 
obligation? 

We are also taking 
bookings on all garden 
adaptions and if you 
book your garden adap¬ 
tion with us you can 
receive a £200 instore 
gift voucher (terms and 
conditions apply). 

On Saturday, 

February 4, we will give 
the first 15 customers a 
free folding walking 
stick with no minimum 
spend. 

We look forward to 
seeing you at one of the 
most accessible show¬ 
rooms in Wales, soon. 



SALE NOW ON 


Full Independence Ltd 


WE REPAIR 
WITH CARE 


Easy Bathing Specialists 
Walk In - Sit Down - Relax 

• Scooters • Stairlifts 

• Recliner Chairs & Walkers 

• Bathlifts • Lifting Aids etc 
Plus: 

• Full Property Maintenance 

• Access Solutions 

• Landscaping & Design 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 


Units 1 


& 2 Adenfield Way, 
i, VoG, CF62 3EA 
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Continental 
photographers 
Format 35 
extend their 
client base 

C ONTINENTAL wedding photogra¬ 
phers, Format 35, have now 
extended their client base into the 
Vale and surrounding areas. 

Young award-winning photographer, Miro 
Cik, offers a professional service for weddings, 
potraits and commercial work. 

Please contact Miro to discuss your require¬ 
ments in the comfort of your own home. 

To ensure that your occasion is memorable for 
all the right reasons, call Miro on 07432 594 820. 

Please visit the website www.format35.co.uk to 
sample the quality of his work and for an indica¬ 
tion of his price structure. 


r\ 
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Councillor replies 


‘YOU HAVE TO 
BE THERE TO 
REMEMBER IT!’ 


COUN Katherine 
Kemp has recently 
claimed that she 
was surprised at 
the Labour Party 
pledge to review 
and reinstate a 
mobile library 
service. 

Labour Members 
put a motion to a Vale 
Council meeting on 
September 28, 2010, to 
reinstate the mobile 
library service, but it 
was defeated by the 
ruling Conservative 
group. 

She also claims that 
I did not object to such 
a proposed cut when I 
was on the budget 
working group at the 
time. 

Actually, I and oth¬ 
ers did question the 
proposed cuts to the 
mobile library and the 
proposed closure of 
village libraries, 
including Wenvoe, 
Sully and St Athan. 

We requested more 
detailed information 
on the numbers of peo¬ 
ple using them, and 
what effect such cuts 
would have on the 
services. 

That was supposed 
to be reported back to 
the group, but it was 
not. Therefore, at one 


of the final meetings, 
the group recommend¬ 
ed the deferral of those 
and other cuts - in 
order to obtain further 
information - as none 
had been supplied. 

Coun Kemp did not 
recall it, because she 
was not at that meet¬ 
ing! 

Also, when this 
budget working group 
reported back to the 
Corporate Resources 
Scrutiny no further 
details were supplied. 

This time, the pro¬ 
posed savings were 
simply listed as a 
‘Review of Library 
Provision and 
Structure’, without 
clarifying what was 
being proposed. 

The cut to the 
mobile library was 
subsequently made by 
the Conservative cabi¬ 
net. 

There are no sur¬ 
prises, just facts. 

Coun Neil Moore, 
Barry 

(.Leader of the Labour 
group on the Vale 
County Borough 
Council) 


Firefighters’ 
Atlantic rowing 
marathon takes 
total of 46 days 


TWO south Wales 
firefighters, who 
aim to raise tens of 
thousands of 
pounds for a host of 
charities, completed 
their Atlantic row¬ 
ing marathon in 45 
days, 19 hours and 
21 minutes. 

John Haskell and 
Jamie Windsor travelled 
2,615 nautical miles 
from the Canary Isles to 
Barbados, and the 
money raised will go to 
Help for Heroes, Breast 
Cancer Care, The 
Firefighters Charity and 
WRVS. 

The duo rowed the 
entire distance totally 
unsupported in a 
‘Woodvale Pairs’ class 
boat that was designed 
specifically for the race 


but measures a mere 23 
feet long by 6 feet wide. 

Huw Jakeway, the 
acting chief fire officer 
of South Wales Fire and 
Rescue Service said: 
“This was an incredible 
and gruelling challenge 
that has raised a lot of 
money for some very 
worth while charities.” 

Coun Anthony Ernest 
added: “On behalf of the 
whole of South Wales 
Fire and Rescue Service 
and South Wales Fire 
and Rescue Authority, 
we would like to say 
how proud we are of 
John and Jamie - and 
big congratulations to 
them both on an out¬ 
standing achievement.” 

Donations can still be 
made to the causes via 
the venture’s website at 
www.atlanticdash.com. 


WHAT’S ON 

in brief 


Friends draw 
up agenda 

THE next meeting of 
Barry & Vale Friends of 
the Earth will be on 
Tuesday, February 7, in 
the Castle Hotel, Jewel 
Street, Barry. 

On the agenda will be 
a de-briefing from those 
members who are to 
meet with Alun Cairns 
MP on February 3. 

Members will want to 
know the present posi¬ 
tion on 

incinerators/Prosiect 
Gwyrdd and 

Government subsidies 
for burning waste. 

Rapid development at 
Rhoose Point and the 
formation of a new 
group in Rhoose will 
also be discussed. 

Barry&Vale FoE will 
be supporting those 
opposing the White 
Farm development, at 
the appeal stage and we 
are working with the 
Welsh Assembly in giv¬ 
ing evidence to their 
study of waste issues and 
incinerators. 

Members will be 
asked to consider a 
Barry&Vale FoE stall at 
this year’s National 
Eisteddfod in Llandow. 

KS 

Social 

evening 

BRIDGEND County 
Mayor, Coun 
Christopher 
Michaelides, invites the 
public to a “social 
evening with a differ¬ 


ence” at the Heronston 
Hotel, Ewenny Road, 
Bridgend on 
Wednesday, February 
8 from 7pm-10.30pm. 

Entertainment 
includes harpist 
Angharad Roberts, local 
girl Lexi Richmond, and 
the Take Note Choir 
(under musical director 
Richard Norton). 

There will also be 
several display and craft 
stands, as well as a regal 
travel display. 

Admission £8, to 
include a light buffet; 
proceeds to local chari¬ 
ties. 

Change 
of date 

CANOLFAN Porthceri 
Centre has had to 
change the meeting 
date as published here 
last week. 

On Saturday, 

February 11 cabinet 
member and chair of the 
Regeneration Board 
Rhodri Traherne will 
chair the meeting in 
Windsor Road URC 
(across from the Mount 
Sorrel). 

Tea and coffee will be 
available from 10am 
onwards and the meeting 
will begin at 10.30. 

The purpose of the 
meeting is to gauge sup¬ 
port for an arts and cul¬ 
tural centre, and to find a 
way to make it happen. 


Vale MP’s surgeries 

THE Vale MP, Alun Cairns, will be holding local 
surgeries for advice and assistance on Friday, 
February 10, at the following locations: 
9.30am-llam at Tesco, Stirling Road, Barry; 
12.30pm-2pm at Llantwit Major Youth Centre, 
Station Road; 3pm-4.30pm, The Robing Room, 
Cowbridge Town Hall, Cowbridge. 

Anyone in the Vale is welcome to attend, but it 
is advisable to call 01446 403814, to make an 
appointment. 


If Pleasure Park is 
developed it gives 
hope that cinema 
wiU return to town 


REPORT by TIM CHAPMAN 


THE Save Our 
Cinema group 
believes that the 
proposed redevel¬ 
opment of the 
Pleasure Park on 
Barry Island is the 
best hope of bring¬ 
ing back big screen 
entertainment to 
the town. 

Today, Thursday, 
February 2, the Vale 
Council planning com¬ 
mittee will consider a 
recommendation that the 
estimated £70m scheme, 
which includes flats, a 
care home and retail 
units, along with a cine¬ 
ma, should go ahead. 

Bob Armstrong, the 
chairman of SOCA, 
said: “The Island looks 
like the only place in the 
town with potential. 


“I can’t see a cinema 
being located at the 
Waterfront - there’s no 
space available.” 

Although there are 
large buildings available 
in the town - both the 
old magistrates court 
and the Pump House are 
on the open market - Mr 
Armstrong explained 
that mulitplex cinema 
groups favoured build¬ 
ing from scratch and 
independent cinema 
companies favoured tak¬ 
ing over former ‘big 
screen’ venues. 

He insisted: “If any 
cinema operator is inter¬ 
ested in moving into the 
area, the Vale Council 
has to engage with them 
so they know there’s a 
local commitment.” 


Paul Sutton, a fellow 
SOCA member, said: “If 
the plans for the Island 
development come to 
fruition we hope a cine¬ 
ma operator will come to 
the Pleasure Park site. 

“In the 2008 plans, it 
showed a six-screen site. 
However, when I saw 
the amended plans after 
Christmas, there had 
been a decrease in the 
size of the cinema allo¬ 


cation.” 

Mr Sutton said he 
believed that was 
because other leisure 
facilities such as bowl¬ 
ing might be considered, 
and he hoped that a 
smaller complex than six 
screens would still find 
favour with a multiplex 
company. 

It is almost four years 
since Barry lost big 
screen film entertain¬ 
ment at the Theatre 
Royal. 


LOCAL PACT 

meetings 

BARUC neighbourhood officers will be holding 
surgeries on Sunday, February 5 at Amherst Crescent 
between 2pm and 4pm and then at Marine Drive 
between 4.30pm and 6.30pm. 

ST.ATHAN Pact, February 5, at The Gathering 
Place at 2pm. 

LLANDOUGH PACT, Llandough War Memorial 
Hall, February 6 at 7:30pm. 

BUTTRILLS PACT at 6.30pm on Thursday, 
February 9 at the Philip John Community Room, 
Barry Library, Tynewydd Road. 
LLANDOW/EWENNY PACT, February 15 at 
Ewenny Village Hall at 7pm. 


CHARITY BOUTIQUE 

DOGS Trust Bridgend has opened its first char¬ 
ity boutique in Wales at 62 Eastgate, Cowbridge. 

“It is open every day except Sundays, from 
9.30am to 4.30pm; pop down and grab a bar¬ 
gain and help raise pounds for hounds!” a 
spokeswoman urges. 


^ X C.S. Boxall is a family business 

J IfC f M j L\ I I ,111 established since 1990 

Over 30 years experience in the plumbing and heating industry. 



TOOL & PLANT HIRE 


VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 


Up to 7 years warranty on 
Worcester boilers, parts and labour 


COUNTER SERVICE 


CS Boxall can supply a same day service. 
Whatever you require, give us a call. 

PLUMBING & HEATING MATERIALS 
CALOR GAS BOTTLES 


Stockists of 
Draper Tools 
and Plant Hire. 


For all your renewable energy 
requirements. Come and take a look 
at our working renewable energy 
centre and learn more about how to 
source energy for your home. 


Air to air heat pump 


• Solar ground source 
heat pump 

• Solar water heating panels 

• Wood burners ... 
multi-fuel, bio mass, wood, 
Gasification systems. 


Serving both the commercial and domestic market. 
All work guaranteed - Finance Available. 



I Suppliers of . . . 

1 S^WoeCESTEH 

BOILERS 


Gas Safe Installers 


Office 01446 772444 
Shop 01446 772292 
www.csboxall.co.uk 


« 


’ti 

OPEN: 

8.00am 

1 5.00pm 

■ 



FREE LOCAL CALOR GAS DELIVERY & FREE SAFETY CHECK 
39F Vale Business Park, Llandow, Nr Cowbridge, CF71 7PF 
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The GEM is proud to be an official partner of the 
2012 National Eisteddfod in the Vale of Glamorgan 

Mae’r GEM yn falch o fod yn un o bartneriaid swyddogoi 
Eisteddfod Genedlaethol Bro Morgannwg, 2012 


Caravans wanted, 
for the Eisteddfod! 



Appeal for 

caravans 
DURING the 
National 
Eisteddfod, it is esti¬ 
mated that 150,000 
people will visit the 
festival site. 

Although we hope 
that many local people 
will attend, thousands 
will come from further 
afield and will be look¬ 
ing for accommodation 
in the area - in hotels, 
guest houses, bed and 
bre a kfast and also in pri¬ 
vate accommodation. 

Every year, hundreds 
of caravanners will also 
set up home on the 
Eisteddfod’s caravan 
site, which will be situat¬ 


ed next to the Eisteddfod 
Festival site at Llandow 
on the outskirts of 
Cowbridge. Some will 
bring their own cara¬ 
vans, while others will 
be looking for caravans 
to rent for the week. 

We have already 
received numerous 
requests for caravans 
from people wishing to 
stay on the site, but who 
do not have their own 
caravans to bring. 

Do you have a touring 
caravan you could rent 
to these Eisteddfod visi¬ 
tors for the week? 

Could you help the 
Eisteddfod in this way 
and make some money 
at the same time? If so, 
please contact the 
Eisteddfod Office on 


02920 763 111 

sioned @ eisteddfod, org. 
uk. 

Hire a 
trade stand 

OVER a period of eight 
days, the 35-acre ‘Maes’ 
is home to more than 300 
stands - shops, business¬ 
es, artists, craftspeople, 
charities, local and 
national organisations 
and many more that 
choose to use the 
Eisteddfod as their ulti¬ 
mate pop up shop. 

The benefits of having 
a stall at the Eisteddfod 
last for much longer than 
the week itself, with 
numerous stallholders 
telling us of the commis¬ 
sions and orders they 
have received in the 


St Dwynwen gives 
Eisteddfod a boost 


r 

\ 
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SANTES Dwynwen 
Day - the patron 
saint of Welsh 
lovers - was cele¬ 
brated in style on 
Wednesday, 
January 25, with a 
special event at 
Loch Fyne, 

Cowbridge, to raise 
money for the 
National Eisteddfod 
in the Vale later this 
year. 

The pinnacle of the 
evening was an auction 
and tombola of more 
than 100 artworks by the 
great and the good of the 
Welsh art scene, together 
with sketches by famous 
Welsh celebrities. 

Aneurin, Gwilym 
Pritchard, Claudia 
Williams, Wilf Roberts, 
Mary Lloyd Jones and 
Mike Jones were among 
the artists who had 
donated pictures, with 
Sam Warburton, Bryn 
Terfel, Joe Calzaghe, 
Nigel Owens, Gavin 
Henson and local rugby 
star Lloyd Williams fea¬ 
turing among the celebri¬ 
ties who supported the 
event. 

Alison Huw, chair of 
the Welsh St Donat’s 
Eisteddfod fundraising 
committee, said: “We 


had a tremendous 
evening, raising more 
than £3,700 in total, 
thanks to the generous 
donations we received 
from the creme de la 
creme of the Welsh art 
and celebrity scene. 

“We are extremely 
grateful to our amazing 
comperes for the 
evening, our very own 
Caryl Parry Jones and 
her fellow Radio Cymru 
presenter Dafydd Du, to 
Nia Roberts for co-ordi¬ 
nating the donations of 
artworks and to Miriam, 
Greta and Arwel for pro¬ 
viding the entertainment. 

“The chef and staff at 
Loch Fyne were super 
and delivered an excel¬ 
lent meal. Huge thanks 
go to everyone who 
helped make the evening 
such a success.” 

Caru Celf 
ivrth 
Ddathlu 
Dwynwen 

CAFWYD noson 
Santes Dwynwen 
arbennig iawn yn 
Loch Fyne, Y Bont- 
faen, nos Fercher, 
Ionawr 25. 

Digwyddiad oedd hi i 
godi arian tuag at 
Eisteddfod 


Genedlaethol Bro 
Morgannwg. 

Uchafbxvynt y noson 
oedd ocsiwn a thombola 
o dros 100 o weithiau 
celf gan fawrion byd celf 
Cymru, gan gynnwys 
Aneurin, Gwilym 

Pritchard, Claudia 
Williams, Wilf Roberts, 
Mary Lloyd Jones a Mike 
Jones. Roedd Sam 
Warburton, Bryn Terfel, 
Joe Calzaghe, Nigel 
Owens, Gavin Henson 
a’r seren rygbi lleol, 
Lloyd Williams, ymhlith 
yr enwogion a rhoddodd 
darluniau at yr achos yn 
rhad ac am ddim. 

Dywedodd Alison 
Huw, cadeirydd pwyllgor 
apel Llanddunwyd a’r 
cylch, “Roedd yn noson 
anhygoel a wnaeth godi 
dros £3,700, diolch i rod- 
dion hael tu hwnt gan 
arlunwyr a ser enwocaf 
Cymru. 

Mawr yw’n diolch i 
Caryl Parry Jones a 
Dafydd Du fu’n llywyd- 
du’r noson, i Nia Roberts 
am gydlynu’r gweithiau 
celf ac i Miriam, Greta 
ac Arwel am ein diddanu. 
Cawsom wledd yn Loch 
Fyne a hoffwn ddiolch yn 
fawr i’r cogydd a’r staff 
oil am ei gwneud hi’n 
achlysur arbennig i ni. 
Diolch i bawb wnaeth ein 
cefnogi unwaith yn 
rhagor. ” 


months and even years 
following their visit to an 
Eisteddfod. 

The application forms 
for hiring a stand at this 
year’s Eisteddfod are 
now available on the 
Eisteddfod web site. 

For further details 
email Eira Bowen, 
eira @ eisteddfod.org. uk 
or pick up the phone for a 
chat on 02920 763 777. 

Eira will be more than 
happy to assist you with 
any queries you may 
have. This is the first 
time since 1968 that this 
great national event will 
visit the Vale, so don’t 
miss out on the opportu¬ 
nity to be part of it! 

Apel am 

garafanau 

YN ystod yr 
Eisteddfod disgwylir 
i 150,000 ymweld a’r 
Eisteddfod gyda 

nifer yn teithio o bob 
cwr o Gymru a thu 
hwnt ac yn chwilio 
am lety mewn gwest- 
ai, llety hunan arl- 
wyo a llety preifat yn 
yr ardal. 

Pob blwyddyn hefyd 
mi fydd nifer o garafan- 
nwyr yn ymgartrefu ar 
Faes Carafanau swyddo- 
gol yr Eisteddfod fydd yn 
cael ei lleoli drws nesaf 
i’r brif Faes yn Llandw 
ar gyrion y Bontfaen. 
Fe fydd rhai yn dod a ’u 
carafan eu hunain ond 
eraill yn chwilio am 
garafanau i logi am yr 
wythnos. 

Mae ’r Eisteddfod wedi 
derbyn nifer o geisiadau 
gan bobl sydd yn awyd- 
dus i aros ar y Maes 
carafanau ond heb 
garafan eu hunain ac 
felly yn chwilio am un i 
logi. 

Oes gyda chi garafan 
y byddwch yn barod i’w 


logi i Eisteddfodwr am yr 
wythnos? Eedrwch chi 
helpu ’r Eisteddfod a 
gwneud ceiniog neu ddau 
yr un pryd? Os felly 
cysylltwch a Swyddfa’r 
Eisteddfod 02920 763 
7 7 7. 

sioned @ e isteddfod.org. u 
k 

Llogi stondin 

DROS gyfnod o 8 diwrn- 
od, mae’r maes 35 erw 
yn gartref i dros 300 o 
stondinau - yn siopau, 
busnesau, artistiaid, 
crefftwyr, elusennau a 
mudiadau lleol a chened- 
laethol a llawer mwy 
sydd yn penderfynu 
defnyddio’r Eisteddfod 
fel ‘pop up siop’ am yr 
wythnos. 

Mae’r budd o gael 
stondin yn yr Eisteddfod 
yn bellgyrhaeddol gyda 
nifer o stondinwyr yn son 
am yr archebion, 
comisiynau ac ymholi- 
adau derbyniwyd gand- 
dynt fisoedd ac weithiau 
blynyddoedd ar 61 ard- 
dangos yn yr Eisteddfod. 

Mae holl fanylion y 
stondinau ynghyd a ’r 
ffurflenni archebu, 
newydd eu cyhoeddi ar 
wefan yr Eisteddfod Am 
fanylion pellach e bosti- 
wch Eira Bowen 
eira @ eisteddfod, org. uk 
neu codwch y jfdn am 
sgwrs 02920 763 777 - 
fe fydd Eira yn hapus i 
ateb unrhyw ymholiadau 
sydd gyda chi. 

Dyma ’r tro cyntaf ers 
1968 i’r Wyi 
Genedlaethol yma 
ymweld a ’r Fro felly pei- 
diwch a cholli'r cyfle i 
fod yn rhan ohono. 
SIONED EDWARDS 


Council starts 
countdown to 
the Eisteddfod 


THE countdown has 
officially begun to the 
biggest week in Wales’ 
cultural calendar, to be 
held this year in the 
Vale, which is to play 
host to the National 
Eisteddfod from 
August 4-11, for the 
first time in 44 years, at 
Llandow. 

The Vale Council has 
placed a ‘countdown 
clock’ on its website, 
www.valeofglamorgan.g 
ov.uk, to remind resi¬ 
dents there’s still time to 
help raise funds for the 
event, expected to 
attract 165,000 visitors. 

Vale Council leader, 
Coun Gordon Kemp, 


said: “The National 
Eisteddfod is an interna¬ 
tionally-recognised cul¬ 
tural festival that not 
only celebrates all that 
is best in Wales, but will 
also attract large num¬ 
bers of people to the 
Vale. 

“This is an excellent 
opportunity to raise the 
profile of the Vale, par¬ 
ticularly for the nearby 
towns of Llantwit Major 
and Cowbridge. ” 

Visit http://www.vale- 
ofglamorgan.gov. uk/enj 
oyingleisteddfod_2012. 
aspx. 


Transition Cowbridge 
get ‘Tidy’ grant boost 
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(Left to right) volunteer Debbie Cooke, Michaela Richter 
(project leader), and Ian Harvey from Tidy Towns. 


A BID by Transition 
Cowbridge to improve the 
local environment has been 
given a boost - thanks to a cash 
injection by environmental 
organisation Keep Wales Tidy. 


and encourage healthy living and com¬ 
munity engagement. 

Michaela Richter, the project 
leader, said: “We will use the money to 
design an information board and sig¬ 
nage for the planting area. 

“It will also allow us to buy more 


Transition Cowbridge is developing plants, safety equipment and most 
an area of land in the Old Hall Grounds excitingly, to organise a willow work- 
and transforming it into an ‘edible shop so that we can plant a living wil- 
landscape’. low structure.” 

The group has designed the site The community growing project is 
observing permaculture principles and attended by volunteers and once a 
will use organic horticulture methods month, Transition Cowbridge will hold 
to promote sustainable growing. a ‘Growing Day’, the next being on 

The project’s aim is to inspire more Sunday, February 5, from 10.30am. 
people to grow food in their gardens DK 


Bryan’s American 
trek for hospice 


A LOCAL magician 
from is to walk one of 
the world’s great nat¬ 
ural features - the 
Grand Canyon - to 
raise funds for the 
Marie Curie hospice 
at Penarth, because of 
the outstanding care it 
provided for his moth- 
er-in-law in her final 
weeks. 

Bryan Gunton (38) 
says the trek is a case of 
“getting to Las Vegas the 
hard way”! 

He told The GEM: “It 
will involve five days of 
trekking through parts of 
the Grand Canyon. 

“To take part in the 
trek, I have to raise a 
minimum sponsorship of 
£3,100. I have chosen to 
pay for the cost of the 
trek myself - so all spon¬ 
sorship will go to the 


Society’s 
busy year 
in Vale 

JANUARY 19, saw 
the first meeting of 
the year for the Vale 
of Glamorgan 
Ploughing and 
Hedging Society, at 
the Six Bells Inn, 
Penmark. 

A hedge cutting event 
will be staged in the 
Vale on Sunday, 
February 19. For details, 
contact 01446 781229. 

A ploughing match 
will be held on Sunday, 
September 16. One of 
the classes will carry a 
prize of £100. 

The committee 
intends to organise a 
tractor run in late April 
or early May to raise 
funds for the Ed Evans 
Cancer Appeal, and to 
support the ploughing 
match. For details con¬ 
tact 01656 654440. 


Marie Curie hospice at 
Penarth. 

The hospice holds a 
special place in the hearts 
of Bryan and his wife 
Helen, because of the 
way the staff supported 
the family in their hour of 
greatest need. 

He explained: “In 
September last year, my 
very special wife com¬ 
pleted a charity trek 
along the Great Wall of 
China after her mother 
died of cancer. 

“Because of the won¬ 
derful Marie Curie nurs¬ 
es, my mother-in-law 
was able to spend her last 
weeks at home, sur¬ 
rounded by family and 
friends. 

It costs £3.9 million a 
year to run the Marie 
Curie hospice at Penarth. 
The care and support 
given to patients at the 
hospice and their fami¬ 
lies is provided free of 
charge and the charity 
depends on the support 


THE following are 
winning numbers in 
the Ty Hafan 
Crackerjackpot lot¬ 
tery draw number 
D707. 

• £2,000: 303850. 

• The rollover, 
which now stands at 
£3,000, was not won 
this week. 

• £10: 593031, 
276019, 123741, 801695, 
240510, 434272, 440594, 
875516, 771411, 948634, 
462469, 729881, 484772, 
255419, 424404, 813582, 
229122, 478701, 159876, 
168485. 

• £5: 295748, 
773863, 461784, 336100, 
110419, 739834, 843006, 
266757, 404367, 500669, 
593832, 391409, 452907, 
939598, 383944, 953047, 


of the public to help fund 
its services. 

Bryan, who lives at 
Llantwit Major, will 
embark upon his trek in 
October, but in the mean¬ 
time, he and Helen are 
also organising events 
closer to home. 

“On February 17, we 
have organised a 
‘Vintage Vegas’ fundrais¬ 
ing night at the Vale 
Hotel, Hensol. Tickets 
are £45 each and include 
arrival drinks, a three 
course meal and live 
entertainment”. 

Anyone interested in 
purchasing tickets, 
should contact Bryan on 
07843 529 502, or e- 
mail him at info@bryan- 
gunton.co.uk 

Alternatively, if you 
are unable to attend this 
event, but would like to 
support Bryan, please go 
to: 

www.just giving, com/brya 
ngunton where you can 
make a donation. 


494133, 658751,886855, 
405804, 623773, 639748, 
257372, 979837, 906792, 
342856, 691021, 463906, 
206815, 292498, 

462106, 107164, 618899, 
746943, 462383, 415953, 
363091,308911,330007, 
812916, 766461, 853790, 
313747, 928782, 688791, 
364102, 214636, 564864, 
209755, 493779, 261700, 
518534, 659037, 881063, 
730333, 766368, 797899, 
743717, 539882, 636368. 

The GEM cannot be 
held responsible for any 
errors or omissions con¬ 
tained in the above. 

For lottery information 
please call telephone 
02920 672062. 


Ty Hafan lottery 

draw winners 
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Lettings: 01446 734668 
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CWMLWM CARIAD, BARRY 

Modern mid linked, show home presented, 
wc, cloakroom. Living room with stairs rising, kitchen/diner, 
two bedrooms, two designated parking spaces. 

£129,950 


SEAPOINT, BARRY 

Far reaching sea views, lower ground floor, 2 bedroomed apartment. 
Through living room, communal gardens, individual storage shed, 
Upvc double glazing, electric heating 

£120,950 


EAST WALK, BARRY 

Extended semi detached, spacious 23ft lounge, sitting room, kitchen, 
utility room, four bedrooms, garage and driveway, enclosed rear garden. 
Spacious living throughout. 

£174,950 



EDMUND PLACE, BARRY 

Mid terrace traditional, three bedrooms, two reception rooms, downstairs 
cloakroom, option of off road parking (subject to the usual planning consent). 
Enclosed rear garden. In need of modernisation. 

£99,950 


OBAN STREET, BARRY 

Bay fronted traditional two double bedrooms, living/dining room. 

First floor bathroom. Upvc double glazing, gas central heating via combi. 
Forecourted area. Situated off Court Road. Ideal first time buy. 

£109,950 


MIMOSA HOUSE. BARRY 

Well presented ground floor apartment. Westbury built in approx 2004. 
Two bedrooms with fitted wardrobes. Ensuite bathroom and family bathroom. 
Two designated parking spaces. No chain. 

£124,950 



WOODHAM CLOSE, BARRY 

Modern mid terraced. Built approx 30 years. Through living/dining room, 
fitted kitchen, two double bedrooms (originally three bedrooms). Replacement 
Upvc double glazing, gas central heating via combi. Enclosed rear garden. 

£124,950 


HEOL ERYR MOR, BARRY 

Two bedrooms. Partial sea views from first floor. Rear modern mid terraced. 
Ensuite to master, wc, cloakroom. Living room, kitchen/breakfast, 
garage/parking. 

£139,950 


GLADSTONE ROAD, BARRY 

Mid terraced traditional. Two reception rooms, original features throughout. 
Spacious kitchen/breakfast. Upvc double glazing, gas central heating via combi. 
Basement accessible from garden. Enclosed rear garden. 

£152,950 



HEOL PILIPALA, RHOOSE POINT 

Modern detached. Built approx 8 years ago. Four bedrooms. Persimmon 
constructed. Living room/dining, conservatory, kitchen/breakfast, utility room, 
wc, cloakroom. Garage/driveway. 

£204,950 


CLOS MANCHELDOWNE, BARRY 

Modern mid linked, cul de sac position. Living room, kitchen/diner, 
enclosed garden. Driveway providing parking. No chain. 

£119,950 


ROMILLY AVENUE, BARRY 

Three double bedrooms, semi detached, two spacious reception rooms, original 
flooring, level, laid to lawn garden, brick built sheds, minutes walk to parr 
and beaches.Viewing recommended. 

£224,950 



GREENACRES, BARRY 

Two bedrooms, modern mid link, double glazing, gas central heating. 
Parking spaces. No chain. Vacant possession. 

£104,950 



WOODLANDS ROAD, BARRY 

Three bedrooms, bay fronted traditional. Living/dining room. Original quarry tiled 
floor. Tiered garden, level areas of decking and patio. Garage/lane access. 
Well maintained throughout. 

£139,950 



BLENHEIM CLOSE, BARRY 

Spacious four bedroomed. Through living room, corner positioned, 
front, side and rear gardens, wc, cloakroom, garage/parking. 
Popular location. 

£229,950 



WOODHAM PARK, BARRY 

Modem mid link. Two bedrooms, 

living room with stairs rising, enclosed garden. Parking to front. No chain. 
Tenants want to remain. 

£109,950 



OXFORD STREET, BARRY 

Mid terraced traditional dwelling, two reception rooms, original block flooring, 
three bedrooms. Rear garden, oacking onto Porthceri. Upvc double glazing, 
gas central heating via combi. 

£169,950 



HOLLYROOD CLOSE, BARRY 

Extended semi-detached corner position. Three bedrooms, two reception 
rooms, fitted kitchen. Garage/parking, enclosed rear garden. 
Viewing hignly recommended. 

El 55,000 


WE URGENTLY NEED PROPERTIES TO LET - WE HAVE MANY TENANTS WAITING 
A FULLY MANAGED SERVICE FOR ONLY 8% + VAT 
Call now and speak to Rob Parker or Linda Deacon on 01446 734668 
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ON January 19, eight Cowbridge pupils 
travelled to Cogan Leisure Centre in 
Penarth to compete in the annual 5 x 60 
Vale badminton tournament. 

The team consisted of four girls from year-7 and 
8 and four boys from the same age group. 

The girls battled their way to a final against a 
very strong Stanwell team but unfortunately Abbi 
Price, Claudia Howells, Izzy Gamlin and Anna 
Marie Pellegrotti failed to bring home the trophy on 
this occasion. 

However, they should feel very proud of what 
they have achieved, beating Llantwit Major and St 
Richard Gwyn on their journey. 


Are you looking to 
release the equity 
in your home? 

You don’t wan 
to move away! 

Why not consider 
a luxury retirement 
park home at Castleton 
Park, St Athan, 

Vale of Glamorgan, 
suitable for retired 
residents over 50 



- 



Main Office: 01446 488 421 
or 07880 804 205 
or 07979 291 286 

Castleton Residential Park 
Castleton Road, St Athan 
South Glamorgan. 

CF62 4LG 

www.castletonpark.co.uk 


Matthew Reynolds, Finn Murphy and Josh Evans 
had an equally difficult group of fixtures to over¬ 
come if they were to progress to the final. 

A 5-0 whitewash of a competitive Barry side did¬ 
n’t tell the whole story, with Cowbridge’s first oppo¬ 
nents fighting for every point. 

The next round of matches against Stanwell were 
more straightforward, again beating their opponents 
5-0 and progressing convincingly through to the 
semi finals where they would meet Llantwit Major. 

This match against Llantwit’s young guns saw 
Cowbridge again produce a 5-0 victory which took 
them to the final against a St Cyres team who had 
not lost a game. 

The final promised more than it delivered with 
Cowbridge overwhelmingly beating St Cyres 5-0. 

This outstanding performance takes the team 
through to the south east Wales tournament in 
Lebruary. Well done! 

Player of the match: Sam Stewart. 

Hockey 

COWBRIDGE played their second match of 
hockey against St Cyres, playing two seven-a¬ 
side matches. 

Selina Radcliffe volunteered to play for St Cyres 
and she definitely strengthened their team by scor¬ 
ing and setting goals up. 

The two A teams played each other, first with St 
Cyres winning and then the two B teams played, 
with Cowbridge winning. 

In the second half, the A teams played the B team. 
Both Cowbridge and St Cyres beat the B teams by a 
considerable margin. 

All the girls who played have already developed 
from their first match. 

Special mention must go to Seren Hawksworth, 
who was instrumental in defence, and Hannah Sloan 
who showed grit and determination to win the ball 
throughout - well done to all the team. 

Rugby 

ON January 23, the Cowbridge year-8 rugby 
team played their first match of the calendar 
year against Bro Morgannwg away. 

With the match being the semi-final of the Vale 
Cup, there was a place in the finals beckoning, and 
although having lost to Bro Morgannwg in the 
league fixture, getting a victory was going to be an 
uphill battle. 






The school s year-8 rugby team. 


The game started extremely well for Cowbridge, 
and it was clearly evident that with a full strength 
team, the year-8 side were going to be a totally dif¬ 
ferent prospect from the one that Bro Morgannwg 
met before Christmas. 

Within 10 minutes, Cowbridge were leading 7-0. 
Bro Morgannwg just couldn’t clear their lines, and 
with possession, Cowbridge quickly moved the ball 
along the line, where Harrison Stevens sneaked in 
the comer to score a try. 

The game was restarted for no longer than five 
minutes when Harrison Stevens scored again. 

The score was 12-0, and Cowbridge were looking 
like they were going to mn away with the match. 

Bro Morgannwg had not started the game yet, 
and with a runaway try and a quick tapped penalty, 
they were level at the close of the half. 

The way that Cowbridge started the first half 
meant there were definitely more tries to come, and 
with the heart and determination they were playing 
with they were not going to lose this match. 

The second half started, and for this moment on 
Bro Morgannwg only stepped foot in the Cowbridge 
half twice. 

The boys were like a team possessed - when they 
had the ball they ran hard and tme; when they did¬ 
n’t, they did not let anyone move more than an inch 
and they hit every ruck with a willingness to never 
lose the ball again. 

The first points were scored by quick thinking 
from Owain Leyshon, who tapped the ball quickly 
and left the Bro Morgannwg defence for dead. 

Owain doubled his tally with a blistering mn 


from the base of the scmm. James Holden then 
made the score 33-12, by pressuring the attack into 
a mistake, picking the ball up and crashing over for 
a well deserved try. 

The game finished 33-12. The back row of 
Duncan Ace, Owain and James were everywhere on 
the pitch, Cai Evans kicked sensibly and always put 
the team in the right positions, and Joe Nott and Dan 
Bunny kept the fast and strong Bro Morgannwg 
centres at bay. 

Player of the match: James Holden, Owain 
Leyshon and Duncan Ace. 

Archery 

ON January 15, Calum Young competed in the 
Welsh and Open Indoor Championships for 
Archery. 

The championships were hotly contested, espe¬ 
cially with the event having a record attendance 
with teams from England and Scotland travelling to 
participate. 

After a tiring four hours of shooting, the scores 
were in. 

Performing any sport for four hours is hard 
enough, but with archery being a sport which is won 
and lost on such fine margins, concentration and 
determination were going to be key. 

The result was then announced, and in his first 
ever championship shoot, Calum was awarded with 
second place in the under-12s competition, earning 
himself a silver medal. 

Well done Calum! It is great that you are doing 
extremely well in archery. 


WOODRIDGE 
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SOLAR 

North Road, Bridgend 

Industrial Estate, Bridgend CF31 3TP 

Tel: 01656 663800 

DAYTONA 

Unit 3F, Palmersvale Business Centre, 
Palmerston Road, Barry 

Tel: 01446 740842 

www.solarsunshades.co.uk 


Barry Aerials 


Aerial & Satellite Installations 

TV Aerial & Satellite Dish Installation & Repair 

VMMHHgn • Poor Reception Fixed 
OAP Discounts 
Additional TV Points 
• Digital Aerial Installations 
Free Home Visits 
Freesat Installations 


LOCAL FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE • ALL AREAS COVERED 


Call us on 01446 439125 


4g»«l(v) 


www.onevisionltd.co.uk 


VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 


^ . iMi'J 
ifwj' i * Digital Aerials 
'fi-T" ifj ^ Repairs & Upgrades 
v / . O * Affordable Prices 
ft hj ^ Reliable Service 
% OAP Discounts 
* Free Home Visits 

01446 439 124 
07818 413 451 

www.dangraceaerials.co.uk 


DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE INSTALLATION £65 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 


TV WALL MOUNTING &TV SET UP &TUNE IN SERVICE 

ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 

Tel. TIM on 07772206399/01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES ■ FREE ESTIMATES ■ OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
COVERING ALL AREAS ™J 


ISION 


Conlidirilkr a# Aartal Imtalker* 
C w f O wlY Poke 

IrdUtllY (kd.'hria t A»faA 
C (bin ar»c Acc«»»sr«n? 


/ Domnd c A Comnarclil 

✓ Okrniwa Frv Cwipa 

✓ 24 Hbur * Day* S«rv«ca 

✓ U Wnrrtt OttKinlM 

/ kW At^tv^vO Irwlalkar* 


01446 439 306 
01656 349 281 
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3 fo 2) 

Buy 3 blinds for 
the price of 2 


This fantastic 
offer is for a 
limited time only, 
call us today 

Probably Wales’ Number I for: 

• Blinds 

• Shuners 
•Awnings 
•Canopies 


A 1 




k Prices 


m 


Unit ID, Hepworth 
Park, Coed Cae Lane 
Ind Est, CF72 9DX 

BRIDGEND 

01656 858 143 

CARDIFF 

02921 155009 

LLANTRISANT 

01443 237753 


Roman Blinds 


Vertical Blinds 


bargainblinds_@hotmail.co.uk 
www.bargain I blinds.co.uk 


BUND SALE 

OUR NAME IS OUR GUARANTEE 

STARLI N E 

AWNINGS & BLINDS 

'NEWSHOWROOMS' UNIT3&4 
WESTERN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE CAERPHILLY CF83 1BQ 

www.starline-blinds.co.uk 


TEL: (029) 2086 0631 


VALE BLINDS^,L.d 

SALE NOW ON 


• Vertical Blinds • Roller Blinds 

• Venetian Blinds • Roman Blinds 

• Velux Blinds • Curtain Rails/Poles 

• Repairs & Servicing Undertaken 

• Perfect Fit Blinds • Intu Blinds 


Tel: (01446) 710304 / 07792 733443 


GOOD 

REASONS 




1 FREE Fitting 

2 FREE Quotation 

3 5 Year Guarantee 


Freephone: 

0500 295192 


Made in Wales.Proud to be Welsh old-SelectedRanges 


R.J.T 

PLASTERING 
& GENERAL 
BUILDER 

Flat/Fibre Glass, Roofs, 

Damp Proofing, 

Refurbishments. 

Best Prices. 

Free estimates. 

01446 713737 
or 07920 195775 


MAOC-TO-MEASURC 

BLINDS SALE 1 


uK iMai ran times 


• vwtuM • ta>tm • VMUh 

• Rwu • SWtvi • C»Mrvf1en kMi 
tfMlkMUMIM* 

Call now for a FREE appointment 

0800 916 6563 

WWW.hillarySXO.ua ,4- 


half' 

?Rice, 


Hillarys 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

® 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 
masonwise.buildersihotmail.com 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 


TheOEM 

01446 774484 


1 ••Digital 

^Aerials • 

Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired. 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 331160 or 
Barry 01446 747875/743267 


Robin Jones 
Builder 


r30 years Experience^ 

ALL PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 
UNDERTAKEN PLUS 

• Plastering • Roofing 

• Upvc Fascias 
& Guttering 

• Painting • Decking 

• Fencing 


01446 402830 


L.A.P.P. BUILDERS 

For all your building requirements. 

No job too small - 
all work considered. 

01446 732903 or 01446 405098 

lapp.builders@gmail.com 


BARRY & VALE DAMP & TIMBER TREATMENT | 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PROBLEMS 


a CORON A-BUILD jjj 

PROPERTY RENOVATIONS 

BATHROOMS KITCHENS CONCRETE WORKTOPS 
AND CABINET SOLUTIONS NATURAL STONE 
MARBLE VICTORIAN FLOOR 
UNDER FLOOR HEATING LIME RENDERING 
PLASTERING AND BRICKWORK EXPERT 

Call 01446 774384 or 07894 388610 

www.mcorona.co.uk • Email mcorona@live.co.uk 


01446 420784 • 07970 642537 


GRABlt 


PLANT 
HIRE 
LTD 

GROUNDWORK CONTRACTORS 

GRAB HIRE SERVICE 

318 VALE ENTERPRISE CENTRE, 

HAYES ROAD, SULLY 
Call 01446 700535 

or visit our website 
www.grabitplanthireltd.co.uk 

For all your groundwork requirements, call Wendy - 
friendly, professional advice and free estimates! 
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STEVE SEGUST 

FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 - 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 


VflLE CfiRPETS 


t/uzt corner fo <yo*c 

100’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


fthmwyffiQcqi \ * 
Certified with the 

‘Guild of 
Master Sweeps’ 

Efficient, reliable, no mess. 
Insurance certificates issued. 

Tel. 07890 857238 


guilt 


le me @ 
tfmastersweeps 


1st CHOICE 

CLEANING SERVICES 


• Clean/Sanitise Carpets 
and Upholstery 

• Pet Odour/Stain Removal 

• Protective Treatments 

• Leather suite cleaned & fed 
Local, reliable & Professional 


STADRE 

PAINTING & 


01446 737695 
07930 157952 


Chimney I 

Sweep I gutter CLEANING 


C.R. Jose 
E st. 1965 

The Original Sweep 
Bird Guards Fitted 

HETAS Registered 

Tel 01446 792735 





Computer Problems? 

WE FIX THEM 

"cryotol-lt* 

01446 731231 

Home Visits 
Computer HELP 
when YOU need IT 

Crystal IT Services Ltd 


HD Computer 
Solutions 


> All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 
‘ Friendly advice freely given 

> No fix, no fee 
‘ Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 


HT If its wood 
m - we're 
SrpUry vefygotxff 
Kitchens •Flooring* Stairs 
Tiling •Maintenance •Patios 
Call Peter 07749 617322 


The iiliHI 

01446 774484 



tichard 
Malia 

Carpenter-Joiner 

All aspects of Property 
Maintenance undertaken 

07531 37 06 59 
01446 79 56 62 


* Septic Tank * 
t Emptying * 
* Treatment Plants * 

Floyds is a well 
established service 


07970 809096 
01656 722665 

floyds@homecall.co.uk 

www.sewageand 

drainage.co.uk 


DylJijJa 


/ RE*FIT 

^ (Established. Fatnilv Business) 


(Established Family Business) 

■EZ3MM a fWSlHffll 

oi liUii 


Why renew when you can repair! 

Richard 07518 256743 or 01656 842414 
www.refitlocksmiths.co.uk 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 

or 

07877 558525 


MPN Windows, your local Network $ 
VEKA member is. recommended 
by Steve Davis ® ^ % 

* « ^ 0% FINANCE 


r- 


FREE 

VERTICAL BLINDS j 

Offer only with this voucher 


Doors,Windows, Conservatories 
Garage Conversions, 

Repairs & Installations 
Prices you can’t afford to miss! 





www.mpnwindows.com 


•as 


MPN Upvc Windows & Doors 

01446 439212*01656 648464*02920 508770 

E-Mail: mpnwindows@aol.com 
Bridgend Showroom: Cardiff Showroom: 

I Oa Ewenny Road, Unit 2, Leckwith Rd, 
^ Bridgend CF31 3HL Cardiff CF11 8AP 
Free conservatory design service available 


»1 i 


• INTERNAL & EXTERNAL 
•QUALITY WORK 

• COMPETITIVE RATES 

• FREE QUOTATIONS 


07791 752532 
01656 728157 


Paper Hanging a Speciality 


9 All Internal & External Work 
§ No Job too Small 
9 25 Years Experience 
9 Free Estimates 

Tel 01446 403853 
Mobile; 07914 056255 





Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken 


• Clean, Tidy & Reliable . Boms* and 

• Insurance Work Undertaken “ rn™™„ r rtnf 

• uPVC Soffits, Fascias & Guttering 

01446 771137 v & Quotations 

Cowbridge • Mobile: 07973 628842 

e-mail: cdcl37@hotmail.com 


Brian flttley 

DECORATORS 
Interior & Exterior 
Including Coving & Tiling 
Free Estimates 
rhoose 

01446 711817 
07985 663798 


S.M. Vaughan 


ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
ALL ELECTRICAL WORK M ia 

UNDERTAKEN I 

• Rewires • Sockets • Lights, etc 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, TV Verlon Ind. Estate, Barry 



LABNG 


MrHJillrH 


Washing Machines Electric 
Cookers, Tumble Driers, etc 


IT 


Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 

Barry 744117 


LL] 

AL 


INSTAL 

ELECTRIC 

• All electrical work undertaken 

• Testing & Inspection 

• Fault Finding • Installations 

• Maintenance * Repairs 


Limited Offer: 


Fuse Board 


Replacement 

-- 

- £349 in VAT 



01446 733773 | 
0781(091425 


MAPfT 


Electrical 
Services 

Domestic, Commercial, 
Electrical Installations 
Fire Alarms, Design, 
Installation, 
Maintenance 
N.I.C.E.I.C. Approved 
Competitive prices 

Mobile 07980 712777 


ELECTRICAL 

■REPAIRS! 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 


Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 

+— 
Domestic 
I 1 I Installer 
[ _J Scheme 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmreffell@hotmail. co. uk 


TELE-ELECTRICAL 

SERVICING 

Specialist repairs in TV, 
Video, DVD & Audio. 

Installations, tuning 
and set-up service. 

Tel: (01656) 654156 
or 07792 887835 


Cowbridge & Vale Electrical 

All electrical installation works carried out. 
Emergency call-out, re-wires, sockets, lights, Security. 

National Inspection Council for 
h Electrical Installation Contracting 

07885 347642 ■* Approved Contractor 


P J CLARKE 


Bridgend Domestic 
Appliance Repairs 

Washing Machines., Tumble Dryers, 
Dishwashers, etc. Est 1983 
Most makes repaired 
Machines NOT taken away 
Repaired at your own home 
S’ Bridgend 659354 £ 07974 120082 


ELECTRICAL REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, Cookers, Fridges, Freezers, 
Cleaners, Tumble Dryers etc 

K. WATKINS 

Electrical Services 

WE DO NOT COVER BARRY 

Bridgend 650723 




GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 



Arborwood Tree Care 

Tree pruning • Crown lifting 
Tree felling • Dangerous tree work 
Pollarding • Dead wooding • Hedge cutting 
Tree dismantling • Root pruning 
Ground clearance 

Call us for a friendly, free quote. Fully insured. 

Tel: 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 


IConiplete Garden Services 

‘ HMONG • OHMS' * i i:. HI !►:.! •* 

ASD LAWNS • AAii-5. KrHS AND KTKlS 

l« lt |ihum : 91446 419428 

or 07765 611753 



Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC and Aluminium window and Door Repair 
Do you have any of the following problems...? 


Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


Opening hours 9am to 9pm 7 days a week 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 

8 am ■ 8 pm (7 days) 


Window Toe UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 


SALES - SERVICE • REPAIRS - SPARES 


lAW* HOWFRS PJOF<m CtfAWMW? 
SnRWHFRJ * AMD GAPOr* ACCSSSCfNWZ 

WINTER SERVICE SPECIALS 

RUgbrdtaiU 

Most makes sorncsd and rtpairtd 


Vila Buwrttfc* P* 
Gowbndga CF71 7PT r 

Tell 01446 775602 


MORE 

GARDEN SERVICES 
ON NEXT PAGE 
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NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, Fencing, 
Patios, Turfing 
Gutters & Facias Cleaned 
Power Washing 

• Free Estimates 

• Unbeatable Prices 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 


Bridge 

Me 

Tree Services 

Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 

FELLING, PRUNING, CROWN 
REDUCTION, THINNING OUT 
AND TOTAL DISMANTLING 


HIGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED 
SITE CLEARANCE 
- FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 01446 713857 
or 07921 902729 


The Maintenance Team 

• Carpentry • Decorating • Electrical • Fencing 

• Gardening • Jet Washing • Masonry • Painting 

• Plastering • Plumbing • Rubbish Removal 

• Tiling • Tree Surgery • Window Cleaning 

NO JOB TOO SMALL!! 

If you need someone who is reliable, professional 
and can do the work at a sensible price: 

Call Gareth: 01446 794134 (Office) 
07795 363175 (Mobile) 


J P EDWARDS 

PLUMBING * 


Bathroom Suites • Combi Boilers 
Tiling • Servicing • Breakdowns 
Taps & Washers • Radiators No 526644 


01446 790127 07719 605526 

NutAUuetthAJt.t 


M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 

Bathrooms, showers, radiators, 
outside taps, washers, power 
flush and any plumbing jobs. 

07526 125982 or 01446 753503 

No job too small. Free quotes. Fully insured" 



S.M.Vaughan 

MMERCb 

* 


HEATING & PLUMBING - DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

• Boilers • Pipework • Radiators 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Fires Servicing • LPG Specialists 

• Static Homes/Caravans/Boats 230141 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, TV Verlon Ind. Estate, Barry 


GAM Plumbing & Heating 

V*’” 1 01446 735 681 or 07815 097 994 24hrs 
Combination Boiler Specialist 

| ^ Annual Boiler Service only £40^# 

For all your plumbing and heating requirement s^ r M 

All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. 

Fast, Friendly Service. 


DOMESTIC 
PLUMBING SERVICE 
Repairs • Installation 
Tiling • Electrical 
07876 506982 
01446 740176 53440 


ERV1CE 

'ation 


DCPtumbm 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

CiIQm V 

0M44 4t|f71 

mm emit*** 


JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
& Tiling 


01446 

794266 


.Power 

8|D^FIush 

Specialist 


Give your Central 
Heating System a 
new lease of life 


Competitive Prices 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 





Free estimates, fully insured. 

• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 

Call Paul on 01446 
736525 or 07815 319427 

WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


Ill JO Plastering 
lfli I Services 





All aspects of plastering, 
also building and 
maintenance work 
undertaken. 

Call now for free quote. 
Tel. 07915 390029 


Si Ivey Roofing 

• New Roofs/Repairs 
• UPVC Guttering & Fascias 
All new roofs covered by a 10 year 
insurance backed guarantee 
FREE ESTIMATES 
www.silveyroofing.co.uk 

SLii 


Home & Garden Care 
Barry & The Vale 

Handyman Service 

No job too small, free 
quotes, friendly advice. 
Great Prices 

Andy Betts 
Tel 07980 063087 
01446 420059 


Cowbridge & Vale 

PLASTERERS 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 


JMC Ryan A Son 

Roofing Sorvtcoa 



SJmtkig and TTUng 


uRVC Guttering / Fascias 


Chimney Ropafra 

g 

Lead VmUuym / AatsfeAngs 

Flat Roofing SpadaNsts 

9 MOX*St 79*1** 


<FliihiiJ®}j Jiamui/uJ 




Possibly the 
cheapest Skips 
in South Wales 


Open: Mon-Fri 
7am - 6pm 


REMOVE RECYCLE RE-USE 

- KgMf 


Saturday 
8am - 1pm 


Abacus 


Skip 


Hire 


Your local skip hire company 
£10 off second skip if both ordered 
within same calendar month 

Mixed Was 

2 yard £79 

4 yard £99 

5.5 yard £109 
8 yard £149 
16 yard £200 
16 yard (wood only) 

Clean Wood gate fees 0 ton 

Commercial & Demolition Wood £18 per ton 
Deliveries to site must have waste carrier licence. 
Prices not inc. of VAT or permit, if required. 



Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialists^ 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582/07854 168459 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk 




INST 

SKIP HIRE LTJ 

Mini, Midi & Large Builders Skips 
Delivered and Collected 

Discount ONLY on 
Hardcore Skips 4,1 

WASTE COLLECTIONS 
ALSO AVAILABLE 


Established ovgr 23years 

<Tuestyle 

** 00 ' ^ S Martyn Hacker 

SPECIALIST WALL AND FLOOR CERAMIC 
AND NATURAL STONE TILING 
PROFESSIONAL, RELIABLE SERVICE 

0 07816 668076 or 01446 792676 

martynhacker05@hotmail.co.uk 




TUITION 


Qualified & experienced 
teacher offering tuition of 
English, French and Spanish 
to both children and adults 
(beginners up to A-Level). 



CLASSICAL 

GUITAR 

LESSONS 

In your own home 

Mark Gardiner 
BMus (Hons) 
RWCMD 
CRB Checked 

Tel: 07834 407911 


Tipper Hire & Digger Hire 
also available 

We Can Help! 

Unit I2F, Atlantic Trading Estate 
Barry CF63 3RF 

Tel. 01446 42 1072 

Email installskiphireltd@hotmail.co.uk 



m- 


Driving School Ltd 

• Lessons from £10.99 • Instructor training 

• Learn from 14 years of age 

• One week crash courses including test 

• Automatic Vehicles now available 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


ARDENT 

TELEPHONEWIRING 

Local Telephone and Broadband Engineer. 
Extensions and Faults. 

Internet connection issues. 

Tel 07787 380972 


ardent.wiring@ hotmail.co.uk 


LANEWISE > 

DRIVING SCHOOL 


First 3 hours 
from £30 
First 10 hours 
from £120 

FOR TOTAL 
BEGINNERS 


01446 719555 
07798 501267 



ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 
Free estimates 

24 hour emergency call out. 


SUTT0NS 

Auto Salvage 

Up to £150 paid on 
collection, for scrap, MOT 
failures, and tax expired 
vehicles. Also body shells 
and scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

Tel: 029 2059 7887 
07971 648596 


01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


C j J 3Jjjjij 


Uandow Metals 


LICENSED FACILITY 


Call: 01446 792669 or 07966 171840 


SBS SALVAGE Ltd 

BEST CfiSH PRICES 

FOR UNWANTED SCRAP 

£1 to £100,000 

Cars, Vans, Heavy Iron, Engines, 
Copper, Brass, Lead, Aluminium, etc ... 

All vehicles are disposed of in a correct and legal manner. 

07772 054534 or 01446 421034 


DH Solutions -Cash For Scrap 


ALL VEHICLES BOUGHT FROM 
YOUR HOME OR WORKPLACE, 
FLEXIBLE COLLECTION TIMES. 


£170 minimum 
tip to £20,000 


Cas h on collec tion 

All vehicle quotes on a complete vehicle 
basis with factory components. 


£100 

any vehicles pre-1993/L Reg 


Batteries & Catalytic Converters Bought 
No wheels? No problem! Open 24 hours 

www.dhsolutionscash4scrap.co.uk 


08453 047117/07785 943145 


Avoid the cell - 

USE A&L! 




We buy any: 

Car, Van, Lorry, Bus, Scrap Metal etc 

UP TO £20,000 CASH PAID 

We will beat any price locally for: Copper, 
Lead. Brass, Aluminium, Stainless Steel, 
Household Wire, Armour Cable, etc. 

We collect: 
insurance or 3rd party 
writeoffs • Car Shells 
Engines & Gearboxes 


ONLY 
licensed 
company 
Registered with 
the DVLA and 
Environmental 
Agency in 
Barry 


Call us today on 

01446 701707 

(24 Hours) 
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A wTJi'k Filco Supermarket 
" » ^ LLANTWIT MAJOR 

Creative General Cook 

required to work in a retail supermarket 
environment, preparing a range of 
savouries, cakes, salads, bake-off bread, 
and cooked meats. Direct contact with 
customers and able to give basic training 
to create a support cooking team. 

5 day week, day hours, £6.43 per hour. 

For application contact 
Gareth Johnson 01446 792286 


Beech Tree Inn 

Culverhouse Cross 

requires 

Trainee Chef 

16-18 years 

Fantastic opportunity to 
train to NVQ Level 2 
standard in a professional, 
award-winning kitchen. 

Call us now on 
029 2059 3106 

www.thebeechtreeinn.info 


TO LET 

BRIDGEND 

MODERN INDUSTRIAL 
STORAGE/WORKSHOPS 

RENTS FROM 
£150 per week 

07850 204481 


2 Seater Leather 
Sofa (new) & 
(new) Electric Fire 
£200 

Single Bed (new) 
& Mattress (new) 
£200 

Single Bed (to 

go up against 
wall) FREE 

Heat Foot 
Massager (new & 
still in box) £50 

01656 890489 


3 Seater Sofa, 

off white, linen 
effect material, excel¬ 
lent condition 

£50 

Small circular 
Pine Dining Table 

(Single turn centre 
leg) + 2 pine chairs 

£35 

Hotpoint ‘Aquarius’ 
washing machine, 

excellent condition & 
reliable, due to moving 
to fitted accomodation. 

£50 

01446 421687 


FREE 

Upright Piano 

Must collect. 
Llantwit major 
area. 

07871 193995 


New dark brown 
leather/suede effect 

3 Piece Suite 

(3 seater, 2 seater & 
chair). Cost £600 
selling for £450 ono. 
Can deliver. 

01446 732005 
07927 162661 


*ko no * ton 




Hotpoint under 
corner Fridge 

600cm x 600cm x 850cm 
high, two years old. 

£75 ono 

Three glass door oak 

sideboard/TV cabinet 
£50 ono 

01446 794788 « 


GEM Family Notices 


Happy 50 th Birthday I Happy 18 th Birthday 

Ray Thomas mcpizi 

on 4th February I il IT* A 


on 4th February 
Hope you have a wonderful day. 

Love you loads - Julia, Lowri, 
Chide, James, Gareth, 

ViS? Mum and Dad and Val ff|L 9 




on February 8. 

Lots of love, 
Nainy & Ganky. 
XXX 



* g© c? £5nJa ■ 

ADVERTISE HERE £12 inc. VAT - box for 2 weeks. To 
take advantage of this offer simply either send in your 
description along with a cheque for the appropriate 
amount made payable to The Glamorgan GEM’ at The 
GEM, Graig House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7EL 
or telephone us with your wording by 12 noon Tuesday. 
All major credit cards accepted. Tel 01446 774484. 
Advert must contain a residential land line telephone 
number. You may alter your advert as items are sold. 
Sorry no refunds are given. 


CREAMER 

Michael Paul 

away 27th January 2012, at St Joseph’s Convent 
Nursing Home, after a long illness, aged 75 years. 

Dearly loved and sadly missed by wife Joan, 
children Sandy, Marc and Donna, grandchildren 
and all his family and friends. 

Requiem Mass on Friday 3rd February at 2 p.m. 
at St Patrick's Church, Stafford, followed by 
cremation at Stafford Crematorium. 

Family flowers only, donations to the Alzheimer’s Society. 
Enquiries to W Emery & Sons Tel. 01785 251205 


Kathleen Nixon 

John and family wish to thank relatives and 
friends for their kindness and sympathy 
shown during their recent sad loss of Kathy, 
also for the many cards and messages that they 
have received and for the donations to the 
British Lung Foundation. 

Special tha nk s to Lyndsay F, l li s and staff of Park 
Independent Funeral Directors and the staff at 
Llandough Hospital for their consideration and help. 


WILLIAMS 

Betty (Nee Apjohn) 

Suddenly on 23 January 2012, at the Princess of Wales 
Hospital, Bridgend. Dearly loved wife of the Reverend 
Norman Williams, sister to the late Mary Evans, much 
loved mother of Jeanne and David, loving mother-in-law 
of David and Sian, special Nana of Ella, Mari, Iwan 
and Thomas. 

Service at the Church of St John the Baptist, Llanblethian, 
Cowbridge on Friday, February 3 at 12.45pm followed by 
private cremation. Family flowers only. 


GARETH 

JAMIESON 


BIG < 


Now showing in ( 3-D \.. 

“•"30 


WEDNESDAY 8TH FEBRUARY 


Go Gareth... 
have a brill 
birthday 
‘Tour’. 

Love from all 
your friends 
at The GEM 



ffisippy lutii .Bii'i 

3rd February / 

by 

hday 

sL 

Congratulations and best 

j# 

wishes, love from Richard, 


Pam, Chris, Martyn, Vicki 


and Grandma. XXX 





Big Bag Logs W A. Browr^ySon 


Seasoned Logs 
Delivered to your door 

Logs are delivered in the big bags 
Use straight out of the bag 

Call PREMIERTURF 

Phone 01443 237439 
Mobile 07815 861864 


PLANNING TO START YOUR 

2012 MARKETING? 

Call our team now for advice and 
help on how best to promote 
your business. 

01446 774 484 



Funeral Dr utters 


Ccrtnrtrtfc 24 hoot* n day. T a wmb 

• Monona masonry 

Ptmtorofc* Hone#* 

College Street Liantwii Major ^ 

01446 792 489 ” 



NOTICE 

Bridgend Lifesavers’ 

Credit Union Ltd 

AGM on 
Wednesday 8th 
February 2012, 7pm 

Brewery Field, 
Tondu Road, 
Bridgend, CF31 4JE 

Nomination forms and 
further details available 
from 01656 724895, 
or download from 

www.blscu.co.uk 

Martin Hughes, Secretary, on 
behalf of Board of Directors 


09 Volkswagen 
Polo 

3-dr hatch 1.2E 60 

Diamond black, excel¬ 
lent condition, central 
locking, mileage 11,000 

£6,200 

01446 776891 
07870 264166 4/5 

1999 V Reg 

Ford Fiesta 
Finesse 

Only 42,500 miles, tax 
& MoT Aug 2012. 

2 lady owners 

£600 

07891673268 s 


04 Daewoo 
Kalos 3x 

1.4 Auto, met green, 
30,000 miles, 6 months 
MoT & Tax, one owner 
from new, emigrating. 

£1,600 

01656 880859 , 


BUYING A 
NEW CAR? 

Advertise your 
old one with us 


barry-today.co.uk 
cowbridge-today.co.uk 
llantwit-major-today.co.uk 
porthcawl-today.co.uk 
bridgend-today.co.uk 


wTh!preene&son^ 

INDEPENDENT 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLAN AVAILABLE 

54 MAIN STREET, CADOXTON 

Telephone 01446 420520 


f/hrk jfidependent 
f/uneral directors 

* Local 24 hr dedicated 
phone line. 

' • Service chapel to seat 
50 or 250 available. 

Call us on 01446 421212 

www.parkfunerals.co.uk 
7 Tynewydd Rd, Barry, CF62 8HB a 



What’s on 
and where in 
your area 


Eisteddfod 

fundraiser 

A ‘MURDER’ is com¬ 
mitted at the 
Eisteddfod and the 
public are being asked 
to help to solve the 
crime at Illtud’s 

216 restaurant, 

Llantwit Major on 
February 9 at 6.30pm. 

Pupils from Llantwit 
Major School, guided by 
drama teacher Natalie 
Richards, will render 
assistance. 

Three-course meal 
and entertainment, £25 
per person; contact 
Illtud’s 216 on 01446 
796489. 

More information and 
menu on www.ill- 
tuds216.co.uk. 

Places limited, please 
book early! 

Abstract 
art demo 

COWBRIDGE Art 
Society will meet on 
Thursday, February 9 
at 7pm at the Old Hall, 
Cowbridge when 
Cardiff artist Graham 
Phillips will give a 
demonstration and an 
introduction to abstract 
art 

Non members are wel¬ 
come to attend. 

For more details of the 
society go to www cow- 
bridgeartsociety.com. 


Nearly 
new sale 

THE National 
Childbirth Trust will 
hold a nearly new sale 
at Cowbridge Leisure 
Centre, The 
Broadshoard, 
Cowbridge, on March 3 
from llam-12.30pm 
(Doors open 10.45am for 
NCT members with mem¬ 
bership card). 

Entrance/suggested 
donation £l/family; 
baby/childrens’ clothes, 
toys, equipment (prams) 
and maternity wear. 

Sellers contact Julie 
on 01656 662564 to pre¬ 
register by February 29 
(and for details of what 
can/can’t be sold) or 
email nctnear- 

lynew sales @ live. co. uk. 

Donations, cakes and 
raffle prizes gratefully 
received. Volunteers 
required on sale day and 
to help organise the sales. 

Proceeds in aid of The 
National Childbirth Trust 
Vale and Valleys branch 
(formerly Bridgend, 
Cowbridge and Llantwit 
Major branch) to train 
three breastfeeding coun¬ 
sellors and two antenatal 
teachers. 

Visit 
http: // www. net. org .uk/in- 
your-area/southwales or 
find us on Facebook; 
search ‘NCT Vale & 
Valleys’. 


Author inspires 
young writers 



ABOVE: Dan signed books, footballs and 
cards and chatted to pupils and staff 
after his presentation. 

4 STRIVE to achieve Ferdinand as a ‘real’ per- 
your dreams’; son chatting to Dan over 

4 Never give up’ - a § ame of P° o1 was fasci- 
cmd‘Believe in your- nat “ g e , s Just as ti _ 
self’. These were the tive off the pitch as on 
three dear messages the pitch and it is that 
for the Barry drive to win that has 


Comprehensive 
School’s year-7 
pupils - during an 
exciting presenta¬ 
tion by football 


ensured his success. 

Dan not only writes 
eloquently about the 
beautiful game, but about 
the ‘ups’ and ‘downs’ of 
everyday life for teenag- 


writer and young er Jamie Johnson, a boy 
people’s author, with a dream. 

Dan Freedman. Dan can captivate the 

Pupils listened atten- imagination of his read- 
tively as Dan took us on ers and this was certainly 
his journey from school- the case during his pres- 
boy football fanatic to entation. 
accomplished author. Pupils were given tips 

He shared with us on how to describe accu- 
video footage of his rately the atmosphere at a 
World Cup interviews football match or the 
with Steven Gerrard, path of a winning goal. 
Theo Walcott, Wayne Back in the classroom, 
Rooney and David I am sure that our bud- 
Beckham. ding year-7 writers will 

A glimpse of the foot- remember his inspiring 
ball superstar Rio words. AC 
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Cowbridge under-lls 
pass their double test 


ON Sunday 
Cowbridge under-lls 
hosted two teams at 
home, Llantwit Fadre 
and a touring team 
from Surrey, Old 
Caterhamians RFC. 

On Sunday morning, 
even though the cold did 
not lift and the pitch 
became a bit heavy 
under foot, all three 
teams did their best to 
play running rugby. 

The first game saw 
Cowbridge take on the 
touring team, Old 
Caterhamians. The 
Surrey team were not 
used to playing on such 
a wide pitch and this 
showed early on, when 
the Cowbridge backs 
made a few long passes 
to get outside the Old 
Cats narrow defence. 

It was only a matter 
of time before the first 
try came, as Old Cats 
lost possession deep 
inside their own 22. 

Ben Jones tackled the 
Old Cats scrum half and 
turned the ball over, for 
loan Williams to quickly 
feed Reuben Williams 
who was standing at 
number 10 for a simple 
run in. 

Cowbridge extended 
the scoring with simple 
but effective hands 
across the backs - it was 
Ed Lewis who had the 


easiest of tasks to run in 
try number two. 

From a ruck 10 
metres out, Evan 
Thomas passed to Bamy 
Langton-Cryer who, 
with Luke Martin, exe¬ 
cuted a well-rehearsed 
move to put Ed Lewis in 
for his second try of the 
game. 

Ed Lewis, with his 
confidence growing each 
week, looked up and 
made a great break, 
feeding Bamy Langton- 
Cryer with a long pass 
just before he got tack¬ 
led. 

In space Langton- 
Cryer outpaced the Old 
Cats defence for a great 
run in from the half way 
line. The half time score 
was Cowbridge 20 - Old 
Cats 0. 

Early on in the second 
half, Old Cats crossed 
the line for their first try 
of the game. The try 
came from excellent side 
stepping by the Old Cats 
fly half, though the 
Cowbridge tackling was 
not at its best. 

Old Cats seemed to 
gain in confidence from 
their opening score and 
after a series of penalties 
the tiring Cowbridge 
defence finally suc¬ 
cumbed, to make it 
Cowbridge 20 - Old 
Cats 10. 

After the fourth phase 


VAN HIRE FROM 
£38 PER DAY! 


Bippers 
Trantfs 

VW Transporters 
Sprinters 
Jumbo Vara 
Luton Remcwf 
Vans 

Tapper trucks 
Crew cab (kopokles 



1 /|/ICK(° 1656 > 
■■“■“660160 
Full details available on our waberte 
www.wickvanhire.co.uk 



of play Cowbridge’s 
Harry Edwards who 
found himself on the 
overlap and crossed the 
line in the comer for a 
great all round team try. 

The final try of the 
game from a great indi¬ 
vidual effort by Evan 
Thomas. The Cowbridge 
number 10 found him¬ 
self in the middle of the 
Old Cats pack, but the 
Old Cats tackling began 
to drop off and Evan 
found himself in plenty 
of space and made a mn 
for the line from the half 
way line. 

Final score - 
Cowbridge 30 - Old 
Caterhamians 10 

The second game of 
the day was Cowbridge 
against local team 
Llantwit Fadre. 

Ben Jones made a 
charge for the line with a 
customary hard mn only 
to be held up over the 
line. Within minutes 
Jones had made the 
same charge to the line, 
this time to make it 
Cowbridge 5 - Llantwit 
Fadre 0. 

Llantwit responded 


immediately with a great 
individual try from a 
side stepping centre, 
who ran virtually the 
length of the field 
untouched. 

It was only in the last 
minute of the half that 
Cowbridge managed to 
cross the line again. This 
time the forwards made 
good ground down the 
right wing. loan 
Williams made a dart for 
the line only to get 
brought down inches 
short. Quick recycled 
ball, found Reuben 
Williams in plenty of 
space for a canter to the 
undefended line. The 
half time score was 
Cowbridge 10 - Llantwit 
Fadre 5. 

The second half fol¬ 
lowed the same pattern 
as the first, with both 
defences on top and the 
conditions resulting in 
lots of scmms. With the 
game evenly balanced it 
was Cowbridge who 
made the decisive score. 

At a lineout just 
inside the Llantwit Fadre 
half, a well worked for¬ 
wards move saw Norton 


broke through some 
weak tackles and 
charged to the line tak¬ 
ing a few defenders with 
him. 

With the game in its 
final moments, Llantwit 
were trying to run the 
ball out of their own 22. 
Given the conditions the 
ball got knocked on and 
the Cowbridge back row 
duo of Ben Jones and 
Iestyn Fenn dived on the 
loose ball. It was a close 
call, but Fenn was the 
first to the ball and 
claimed the final try of 
the game. 

Final score 

Cowbridge 20 - Llantwit 
Fadre 5. 

After the game, 
Cowbridge hosted Old 
Caterhamians and 
Llantwit Fadre in the 
clubhouse. The captains 
for Cowbridge and Old 
Caterhamians made 
excellent speeches and 
exchanged mementos of 
the day. A thoroughly 
enjoyable weekend all 
round and we look for¬ 
ward to the return trip to 
Surrey next year. 

GJ 


Under-9s in triple action! 


AFTER a series of 
rather shaky post- 
Christmas outings, 
Cowbridge under- 
9s arranged two 
games against 
Llantwit Fardre 
and then local rivals 
Dinas Powis. 

Game 1 
-Cowbridge v 
Llantwit Fardre 

In the first half of the 
first game against 
Llantwit Fardre, 

Cowbridge’s tackling 
abilities seemed to desert 
them permitting the visi¬ 
tors to score five tries. 

Special mention to 
Dewi whose recent 
improvement continued 
and kept the boys in 
touch with two tries of 
his own. 

The second half was a 
much better effort with 
ball control vastly 
improved as was the 
tackling with Cowbridge 
only conceding two fur¬ 
ther tries. 

James and Joe were 
both to the fore but 
across the board the team 
played with much more 
determination. 

Game 2 - 
Cowbridge v 
Llantwit Fardre 

The second game pro¬ 
duced one of the best 
encounters seen this sea¬ 
son with both teams 
doing their level best to 
move the ball and with 
skill levels generally 
high on both sides. 

Aled was in the van¬ 
guard of most attacks 
though sadly a lengthy 
period of possession 
resulted in the ball being 
turned over and Llantwit 
Fardre scoring the initial 
try. 

Cowbridge recovered 
again with a great deal of 
possession and ultimate¬ 
ly scored through Harri 
H resulting in a half-time 
score of 1-1. 


In the second half, the 
first notable moment was 
a try saving tackle by 
Jake which can only be 
described as staggering! 

Sadly, despite 

Cowbridge’s best efforts, 
the dominant aspect of 
the games was Llantwit 
Fardre’s tremendous 
defence and they scored 
three further tries. 

Game 3 - 
Cowbridge v 
Dinas Powis 

The first half seemed 
to go with possession and 
Cowbridge’s far more 
adventurous style led 
them to lose the ball 
more regularly than 
Dinas Powis’ conserva¬ 
tive style. 

The half time score of 
5-7 in Dinas Powis’ 
favour was a credit to the 
boys with tries being 
scored by Jay (2), Joe (2) 
and Robbie. This reflect¬ 
ed a much better effort 
from the team as a whole. 

In the second half, 
again Cowbridge had dif¬ 
ficulties handling Dinas 
Powis’ bludgeoning 
style. At one point, the 


score in this half was 2-4 
to the visitors with Oliver 
and Rhys scoring tries, 
but subsequently 

Cowbridge did get their 
passing game going. 

Some of the move¬ 
ment of the ball was 
excellent, loan’s 

unselfish pass to Harri H 
being the pick of the day. 

Other tries were 
scored by Jake and Rhys 
but Dinas Powis just 
managed to edge it with 
their youngsters putting a 
very limited game plan 
into practice extremely 
well. 

Squad: Iwan-Thomas 
Bartle, Sam Coates, loan 
Davies, Jay Downes, 
Gruff Ford, James 
Gilvear, Matthew 

Gilvear, Elis Greenwood, 
David Harris, Robbie 
Hawkins, Harri 

Howkins, Ellis Howell, 
Oliver Jarmain, Aled 
Leitch, Joe Marshman, 
McKinley Parsons, Tom 
Pugh, Jack Reilly, Harry 
Whittaker, Dewi 

Williams, Jake Williams 
and Rhys Williams. 

JS 


ON AND OFF THE TRACK with Brian Lee 


CAR HIRE FROM 
£38 PER DAY! 



>PEN 


U/|CK(° 1656) 
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Ful detail awilada on our «o£isJt» 

www.wickvanhire.co.uk 


Trainer could field 
three in classic 


A BERTHIN trainer Tim 
Vaughan is considering 
fielding three runners 
in the William Hill Welsh 
Champion Hurdle at Ffos Las 
on February 4, in an attempt 
to beat last year’s winner 
Oscar Whisky - owned by the 
racecourse’s owner Dai 
Walters and trained by Nicky 
Henderson at Lambourn. 

Vaughan said: “Ffos Las offers 
great prize-money and it’s a fantastic 
track, and I’ll be supporting the 
races.” 

Enjoying his best ever season hav¬ 
ing saddled 80 winners to date, he 
added: “ Rigidity was second in the 
Ladbroke Hurdle and he has a fair old 
engine on him. He will be entered 
and is likely to run. 

“Ski Sunday is a better hurdler than 
a chaser and, on his rating of 142, 
we’ll go back to hurdles and he’ll 
take his chance at Ffos Las. 

“I’U also enter Scorched Son. 

He’ll need to improve, but he was 
second at Ffos Las just before 
Christmas. We always support Ffos 
Las when we can as they do such a 
brilliant job.” 

Ffos Las supremo Dai Walters, 
who is hoping to win the race again 
this year before taking on the unbeat¬ 
en hurdle Cheltenham Festival in 
March, welcomes the 
fact that Tim is consid¬ 
ering running three in 
the race. Speaking last 
week at Nicky 
Henderson’s yard, he 
said: “The more the 
merrier, as we want to 
stage a competitive 
race.” 

Walters warned that 
Oscar Whisky is entered 
in two races at 
Cheltenham and said: 

“A lot of people are say¬ 
ing if any horse can beat 
Big Buck’s then it’s 



ABO VE: Oscar Whisky — a good 
chance to be placed. 

going to be mine. I’m not going to be 
bullish, but Oscar will be one of the 
best he has come across and is a lot 
stronger than last year.” 

Trainer Nicky Henderson told the 
number of racing scribes gathered, of 
which I was one: “ Oscar Whisky 
would be capable of being placed in 
the Champion Hurdle again, but you 
can see what he can do when you 
give him another half-a-mile. I’m 
very much in the three-mile camp 
(the distance of the World Hurdle) as 
he has done two miles, five furlongs 
standing on his head. 

“He’s only got to get another three. 
Obviously we’ve got Big Buck’s to 
beat, but if his stamina lasts, he must 
have a good chance as any to get 
close to him.” 


COWBRIDGE CAR BUYER 

Will Roy Amy Car, 

Hon*l. frrr. 

PX, or M-limx pckvMrlv 
Top pruc*. paid t 

MYLES BROWNING 
07769608*17 


J M TOWING 


TOWBAR 

FITTING 

AND 

ACCESSORIES 


1 


m 




r 



Towbar Fitting - Most makes and models 
at competitive prices. 

EU dedicated wiring looms. 

• Bypas relays also fitted. 

Bike Racks. 

_ Reversing Sensors 

H'MitlHHffl Diagnostic Testing. 

Ring for a quote ... 

Get it ready now for summer! 

15% OFF any towbar fitted 
till end of February. 

01446 733066 

www.jmtowing.co.uk 

Unit 15 Palmerston Workshops, 
Palmerston Road, BARRY CF63 2YZ 
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Probably The 
Lowest Priced 


C06 Acseud 


SAT NAV USERS 


The Penarth Motor Company In The Vale 

All Cars Reduced! New MoT with Every Car! 6 Month Warranty 
with Every Car! Oil and Filter Service with Every Car! 




. -j • 


04 04 Citroen Xsara Picasso 
Desire 2.0 HDi Diesel 

63k 


03 03 Audi A2 Sport 1.6 

FSH 


02 52 Vauxhall Zafira 
1.8 Comfort 

7 seats 


07 56 Peugeot 207 1.6 HDi 
Sport Diesel 

5dr 


02 02 Volkswagen 
Beetle 2.0 

Alloys, air con, spoiler 


08 08 Mazda 5 1.8TS2 

45k, FSH, 7 seats, 1 owner 


05 55 Citroen C3 Desire 

5dr 46k. air con 


04 04 Renault Clio 
182 Cup Sport 

65k 


1997 P Mercedes Benz 
SLK Auto 230K 

Only 73k, immaculate 


08 08 Honda Civic CDTi SE 

51k, Diesel, FSH 


* 








. • 


07 07 MINI COOPER Sport 

2 owners, 46k, FSH 


03 03 RENAULT 
Megane Scenic Fidji 1.6 

56k 


04 


54 Renault Megane Scenic I 04 54 Renault Megane 1.6 
1.5 DCi Expression I Dynamique 

Diesel, air con, alloys I Convertible, pan roof, leather 


03 53 BMW 318SE Touring 

86k, FSH 




08 58 Renault Grand 
Modus 1.2 Dynamique 

58k, FSH 


09 09 Mercedes Benz C220 
Auto CDI Sport 1 owner, 28k 
diesel, FSH 


05 55 Citroen C3 1.4 Desire 

5-dr, aircon, 1 owner, 28k 


09 59 Nissan Note Accenta 

Auto. 5-dr. 22k. 1 owner 


03 52 Mercedes Benz 
A Class 170 CDi 
Avantgarde. Diesel Auto 




04 


\ 54 Audi A3 3.2 V6 Quattro 
Sport DSG 

3-dr, only 58k, stunning car 


05 54 PEUGEOT 206 
Sport 1.4 

54k 


08 58 BMW 320D MSport 
Convertible 1 owner, 34k, 
diesel, FSH 


02 02 Peugeot 206 CC1.6 

Alloys, CD, low miles 


08 58 Citroen Cl 
Rhythm 1.0 

3-dr, FSH, 40k 


For full stock list and more pictures visit us at: 

www.thepenarthmotorco.co.uk 


WE CAN SOURCE ANY fi 
CAR, ANY AGE, ANY 
COLOUR BEST PRICES!! 

Just Give Us A Call 


Mob: 07792 468035/07792 467880 

Windsor Road. Penarth CF64 1JG 


ALL CARS 

HP* 

CHECKED 
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NISSAN Micra 1.2 Tekna 


VOLKSAGEN 


Polo 


SE 


£4 


495 


TOYOTA Hilux HL2 Pick 


£9,995+VAT 


CHRYSLER 3.0 V6 CRD 


£8,995 


FIAT 


500 


Pop 


£6,995 


SAAB 9-3 1.9 TID Vector 


v* blackhorse 


F.r bt 


mm * ii' «»r 


Opening Times: Monday - Friday 9am - 6.30pm • Saturday - Sunday 9am - 5.30pm • OPEN 7 DAYS 01446 738088 


HOWE MOTORS LTD. 


HONDA Jazz 1.4 l-Dsi SE 


£5,495 


LARGEST SELECTION OF CARS IN BARRY 
BUY NOW - PAY MARCH 2012 


Howe Motors Ltd • Powell Dyffryn Way • Barry • Vale of Glamorgan • CF62 5QR • 01446 738088 

SEE OUR SELECTION OF 4X4’S. “NO GETTING STUCK THIS WINTER” 

www.howemotors.oo.uk 


MERCEDES C200K SE 


£5,995 


7 * 


- 


TOYOTA Auris 2.2 D-4D SRI 80 ■ VW Passat 2.0 TDi SEL Sport ■ VAUXHALL Corsa 1.6T VXR 


£7,995 ■ £7,495 ■ £7,445 


ALL CARS HPI CHECKED • RAC WARRANTY • PART-EX WELCOME • FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT MOST • ALL MAJOR CREDIR CARDS • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE 


SUZUKI Grand Vitara 1.9 


£7,995 


FULLY EQUIPPED 
WORKSHOP 


OVER 120 CARS TO 
CHOOSE FROM 


TRAINED 

AUTOMOTIVE 

TECHNICIANS 


CARS FROM 
£295-£49,995 


COMPETITIVE 
FINANCE RATES 


BAD CREDIT 
CATERED FOR 


CARS, VANS, MPV'S 
4x4'S 


RAC WARRANTY 
SCHEME 


CARS BOUGHT 
FOR CASH 


NO OBLIGATION 
TEST DRIVE 


WORKSHOPS 
EQUIPPED WITH 
LATEST 
TECHNOLOGY 


ONLINE SHOWROOM 
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Mitsubishi 
Lancer Evo 
is so good! 


R OAD rage can be a 
problem on roads 
today and there 
have been some horrific 
stories. 

But believe it or not, a tonic to 
this could be the magnificent 
Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution X 
FQ-300. It’s like a thug of the 
road - every motorist treats it 
with absolute respect - knowing 
its capabilities all too well and 
consequently they keep a very 
respectful distance. 

Could it be an unmarked 
police vehicle? You never know 
these days. No more 4x4s sitting 
on your tail that’s for sure, as the 
drivers notice a chunky exhaust 
pipe on either side at the rear. 

But, of course, the driver has 
to resist the temptation to sit on 
the tail of the car in front. 

The only other concern is that 
this highly desirable motor could 
be a target for thieves. However, 
there are so few Evos about that 
it surely wouldn’t be too hard to 
find again. 

To put this sub-£40,000 brute 
in perspective, it will hit 60mph 
from standstill in just five sec¬ 
onds, placing it in AMG 
Mercedes, BMW M-series and 
even the £240,000 Bentley 
Continental GTC turbo territory. 

As with the above, it’s when 
the two-litre turbo, 290bhp Evo 
is stuck behind a tractor, a lorry 
and a dithering old age pensioner 
that it really comes into its own. 


The acceleration is so awe¬ 
some that it will propel you in 
complete safety. 

“It’s like a scalded cat,” com¬ 
mented a work colleague. He’s 
not wrong. Push the accelerator 
down and aside from the massive 
adrenaline rush, the landscape 
suddenly becomes a blur, too. 

The force generated is compa¬ 
rable to taking off in an aircraft, 
pushing the driver (and occu¬ 
pants) right back in their seats. 

That’s without engaging sports 
mode! The all-wheel drive Evo 
ensures that the magnificent 
power range is equally distrib¬ 
uted between each wheel, while 
Brembo brakes competently stop 
it when required. There are tar¬ 
mac, gravel and snow functions, 
too. 

No surprise that this is one of 
the most successful rally cars 
alongside the Subaru Impreza. A 
smooth six-speed auto allows the 
driver to concentrate on the road 
but for added driving pleasure 
there are very easy to use pad¬ 
dle shifts. 

Pleasingly, there’s a traditional 
handbrake - for complete control 
- rather than a switch as is often 
the case these days. As with most 
muscle cars these days the Evo is 
limited to 155mph. 

Surprisingly, you don’t need to 
drive this vehicle fast to thor¬ 
oughly enjoy it, though. Cruise 
around town and the tone of the 
exhaust and its eye-catching 
design is enough to stop any 


passer-by in their tracks. Its rak¬ 
ish, purposeful and imposing 
looks mean that the Evo has 
immense road presence as it 
rumbles along and generates 
many lustful looks from other 
motorists, too. 

It tackles the motorway with 
ease and longer journeys 
improve fuel economy. 
Surprisingly, there’s no cruise 
control, but it doesn’t matter - 
you have to be light with your 
right foot because if you’re not 
you’ll lose your licence. 

It is suffice to say that an Evo 
driver sitting in their incredibly 
comfortable and supportive 
bucket seat feels as safe and 
secure as possible knowing that 
they are in a highly capable 
sports car. 

That rocket-like power doesn’t 
need to be used but just knowing 
that it’s there is comforting. You 
know that it will get you out of 
trouble if required. 

Strangely, when the Evo’s 
ignition is turned off, the engine 
continues to run on for a little 
while afterwards - but this adds 
to its character. 

On the road price: £16,879 to 
£37,804: 

0-60mph: 5 seconds; 

Top speed: 155mph; 

Economy: 23mpg (extra urban). 

TIM SAUNDERS 


r 


AutoPro 

CAR SALES 


Open 7 days a week: 9.30am to 4pm 


01446 700066 
07919 076589 



2004 RENAULT Clio Expression. 

Black, MoT Jan 13, service history 
e/w, c/I, p/s, alloys.£2,495 



2003 RENAULT Clio 1.2 Extreme. 

Silver, fsh, e/w, c/I, s/r.£2,395 



2002 VAUXHALL Golf GTi 1.8 Turbo 
3-dr. Silver, fsh, 88k miles, new clutch, 
tax 04/12. £2,395 



3vnamiqui 

3-dr, 1 owner, s/r, c/1, e/w, service 
history . £1,795 


www.auto-pro.co.uk 

98 JAGUAR XKR Supercharged V8. Low miles, air con, alloys, 

taxed to 02/12, service history. £4,995 

04 04 VOLKSWAGEN Bora diesel 1896cc, 4-dr saloon. 
Metallic beige, 1 former keeper, 2 keys, a/c, radio/cd, fsh, 

94k, cruise control .£3,795 

57 07 FORD KA Zetec 1297cc 3-dr Hatchback. In black, 2 
keys, radio/CD, power steering, e/windows, FSH, low miles 

30k. £3,495 

02 VOLKSWAGEN Golf GTi 1.8 Turbo 3-dr. Silver, FSH .... 

.£2,395 

03 DAEWOO Kalos 1.4. 5-dr, alloys, c/s, p/w, a/c, service his¬ 
tory, MoT Oct 12, tax April 12, mileage 69k. £1,895 

00 BMW 520 Automatic. Air con, cd, fsh, sun roof, taxed to 

02/12 . £1,895 

00 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.8 7 seater. 1 owner, air con, sun roof, 
alloys, full Vauxhall service history, taxed to 04/12 . .£1,795 
V 99 MERCEDES A160 Avantgarde 5-Dr 1.6. Metallic silver, 
leather heated seats, 2 keys, one owner from new, Sept 

2012 MOT .£1,795 

00 CITROEN Saxo West Coast 1.4. Just serviced, MoT 13’, tax 
May 12, 88k miles . £1,495 

99 FORD Fiesta 74k miles, MoT Jan 13, tax June 12’, 5-dr, just 

serviced, 1 owner. £1,195 


NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY (All cars come with 12 months 
MOT or long MOT) Special offers on limited stock 


EXHAUSTS * TYRES • BATTERIES • 4x4 TYRES • SHOCKS • BRAKES • MOT’S • DISCS • SERVICING 


* ARE YOU READY FOR WINTER? 


EXHAUSTS 

TO RT VAUXHALL COtSA 12 |93-M| 

ttowmi 9 % 115 33? 

lOtUiNCtR 

omr 



FREE WINTER SAFETY CHICK - cm US TODAY 


PREMIUM TYRE SPECIALS 

Sn/Mi B*f 1 It* 2 MI 

uvuirm htn.t Vaifoat £51.95 £99 £190 
itW4.ni f<nMMroM £54J0 £110 £210 
nVSWM £79 95 £155 £299 

kdimnW £115.95 £220 £42S 



BATTERIES 

. UK043E 

V ^3 omr 

* — < £ 46.95 

f ~ ' WITH 4 YEAR 
* ' WARRANTY 



BARRY 

Cordifl Rood. Cadoifon 

AA 

CF63 2QW “ 

01446 733167 



£33.75 

14S/70TR13_ FROM 0MIY £ 33 . 7 * 

175/70TR14 FROM ONLY £39, 

175/65TR14 .. FROM ONLY £39.** 

£44.25 

185/60HR14 . FROM ONLY £44,. 

185/6SHR15. FROM ONLY £48 . 4 § 

195/65HR15 FROM ONLY £49** 

£47.95 

19S/60VR1 5 (ROM ONLY £47*. 

195/65VR15_ FROM ONLY £49., 

205/55VR16. FROM ONLY £49*. 

llllJJilNIIJLI^im'l^iiikl^ £51.75 

205/55WR16 *R0M ONLY £51 J9% 

225/45WR17. FROM 0M1Y £57*. 

225/40WR18 . FROM ONLY £61 .95 

t rout TYRf «n 5 ROT mmn puasi uu ion a ouounow 
AU INClttSm PRICES wm no midocr (XTVASt 


STANDARD TYRES Van 


PERFORMANCE TYRES tram 


CARDIFF 

271 P»nar*h Road 
Cardiff AA F* 
CF11 8TT A 

029 20 382644 


[ f -y m 


i ptv frt4- J/ 



VESA 


WE ARC OPEN; MONDAY - FRIDAY 8.00am - 8.30pm. SATURDAYS 8.00am 4.00pm. 

OUR PRICES ARE ALL INCLUSIVE - NO HIDDEN EXTRAS! all major credit cards accepted 
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SOUTH WALES LEADING EURO SPECIALISTS 



Fully OFT Approved Garage & Trained Technicians 
Complete Manufacturer Specification Service Check 

Up»i aOO dn3a pcrfar n pd frtra 50 port Pmnovrc crrcklKl, 

wrtJcrr>bHm a tyiickcildunaehiredxnfcf'Ouxrtian wrthe 
mad uornprctau* yoi/li f«H 

Full AirCon Check & Gas Top-up 

Dart forjr* Aiur. tefcicknts* yar wram rvcn when n\ yiawrij! 

High Quality Oil & Quality Parts 

Aiihcrted or Main On* 1 Parts onty! WcWiloili5 ^irmm«pfT 
Manutawvrs SpK. Wr dom cut comm by iwrg chrcppwttarafc! 

Full Advanced Main Dealer Diagnostic 

G« a M repo* Iron (he wry West ii Diagnostic eqjfxneft We every 
seme? customer FREE access to the mo* in deeth and trad itagncsUc 
nQMfyrpa( ^oirll ffij in the area (XrdagnoUKajstommfVpfi 

iiriulw wveral teal Mbit Deakn! 

Courtesy Car or Drop Off & Collection 

We haw Uiiury Lent and Mercedes i*aWs awihOe Free! 

Full Mini Valet 

Laser Wheel Alignment & Tracking 


*/ Servicing 

Dealer Diagnostics 
ECU Repairs 
V MOTTesting 
DPF Problems 
i/ Brakes &ABS 
Transmission Servicing 
Air-Con Repairs 
Engine & Mechanical 
Keys & Key Repairs 
%/ Warranty Claims 
*/ Tyres &Tyre Repairs 
*/ Laser Wheel Alignment 
*/ Main Dealer Staff 
i/ Free Courtesy Car 


The only Independent BMW. Mercedes, Porsche & Jaguar 
specials! in South Wales with OFT Approval 


Our hig^y ikied former main dealer staff & technicians, trained to the h&rti vtonchrd* have year* of experience in cwrything 
from 40 year old Ja^sirv, cutting edge Porsche's to the latent BMW modeK. With the Utest Diagnostic «Mpment exceeding 
wtat even the dealer candor we can wire any problem with big unifigs for you. 

Put simply we fc** the largest selection of dagnovtic equipment in South Wale* providing average for almost Every Make and 
Model, Whedier you to#* an engine or ate light on, are suftemg battery dram, teve ($f protteftN, key and immobiliser Ksues or 
harsh gearbox changes we can do more just diagnose; we can fix it intau*. 

Beinq a family rus business we put traditional values at the core of everything we do, putting you the customer first, we wart you 
to retin as a customer year after year. Rest assured that with Permoieo your car Is In safe, knowledgeable & trustworthy tends. 
AA our wok is guaranteed and will not affect your manufacture* or rnd car warranty. 

Petmweo vehcle servicing is the most comprehensive you’ll find, we proude excepOcnal vatoe tor money and with free services 
like Laser Wheel Alignment, AirCon Check with Top up, Battery Starter & Charging Ter and Main Dealer Diagnostic 
which are relucted with all Major semces there isn’t any other garage in South Wales that comes dose! 


Included with all 

Dealer Quality Major Servicing 


Approved code 


Permoveo - 0800 033 7807 - www.permoveoitd.uk 
5Woodham Road, Barry Docks, CF634JE 



MOTOR INDUSTRY 
I • H * >! K V I H I 

Service ond Repoir 
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^^GARY WAT SON MO ldPCO. 
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& 


Just a selection of our 



08 08 MITSUBISHI Colt 
1.5 CZT 3-dr. 

Pearl black. 1 owner, 42,295 miles 

£5,995 


06 BMW 330 Diesel 
M-Sport Auto 

Met grey, cream leather, 34,000 miles 

£12,995 


54 BMW 318 ES 

In metallic blue, 64,000 miles, 
a/c, alloys, cruise 

£4,995 






* 2 


58 AUDI A4 2.9 TDi 
Convertible S-Line 

Red, black leather trim, 27,000 miles 

£15,695 



57 FORD Focus 1.6 
Zetec 5-Dr 

Ink Blue Met, 57,000 Miles, with A/C etc. 

£5,495 



54 SEAT Ibiza 1.4S 
Automatic 

3-dr, jazz blue, 11,966 miles, 1 owner 

£3,995 



06 JAGUAR XK 
(New model) 

Black with cream leather, 49,000 miles 

£19,995 


SPORT, PRESTIGE & 4x4 


06 JAGUAR XK (New model) in black with 
cream leather, 49,000 miles, high spec sports 

coupe.£19,995 

58 AUDI A4 2.9 TDi Convertible S-Line in red with 

black leather trim, 27,000 miles .£15,695 

55 CHRYSLER C300 CRD Auto in met-grey, 35,000 
miles, fantastic looking diesel with extras . . .£9,995 
06 LANDROVER Freelander 2.0 Diesel. 3-dr HSE, 
in met blue, 62,000 miles, leather, sat nav . .£8,995 
54 AUDI A4 3.0 Sport Convertible Auto. In met blue 

with full beige leather, 85,000 miles .£6,995 

03 BMW 325 2.5Ci M-Sport Convertible Auto. Silver, 

79,270 miles.£6,495 

08 08 MITSUBISHI Colt 1.5 CZT. 3-dr, pearl black, 

1 owner, 42,295 miles.£5,995 

06 RENAULT Megane 1.9 Diesel Dynamique 

Convertible in blue, 27,000 miles.£5,995 

04 MERCEDES C200 Kompressor Avantgarde Auto 
in black with leather, 67,000 miles, 1 owner .£5,995 
06 SKODA Octavia 2.0 FSi Sport. In silver, 

59,964 miles.£4,995 

05 VAUXHALL Tigra 1.3 CDTi Sport, in ice blue, 

65,000 mile diesel convertible.£4,995 

53 JAGUAR S-Type 3.0 SE Auto in silver with cream 

leather, 75,000 miles.£4,995 

98 MERCEDES V280 Ambiente Auto 6-Seater turquoise 
blue, full leather, 78,000 miles with extras . . . .£4,995 
01 MERCEDES ML 430 Auto in silver with black 
leather, 68,000 miles, LPG gas conversion . .£4,995 
06 FORD Fiesta ST in red, 51,000 miles, 2 owners, 

stylish hot hatch at .£4,695 

52 MERCEDES Cl80 Elegance SE Auto. In jade met, 
84,000 mile example at.£3,995 

52 JEEP Cheroke 3.7 LTD Auto. In bronze with black 

leather, go any where at.£3,995 

02 JAGUAR X-Type 3.0 SE Auto. In champagne with 

cream leather, 72,000 miles .£3,495 

03 JAGUAR X-Type 2.0 SE. In met-blue with cream 

leather trim, fantastic value.£2,995 

04 MGZT 1.8. In Red, 50,000 miles, fantastic value at 
.£2,495 

53 MGZT 2.5 Auto. In Bright met. blue with two-tone 
half leather trim, 82,000 miles, sports saloon £2,495 

03 MGTF 135. In silver with grey leather, 58,000 mile 
local car, in superb condition at only.£2,495 


SMALL, ECONOMICAL & FAMILY CARS 


57 SEAT Altea 1.9TDi Stylance. In met grey, 47,000 
mile diesel .£6,995 


05 05 VW Touareg 2.5 TDi 
4x4 Diesel 5-Dr 

Jade Pearl, Auto, 62,132 Miles. 

£10,495 

09 VAUXHALL Corsa Club 5-dr Automatic in silver, 

46,000 miles, a/c, etc .£6,495 

57 RENAULT Grand Scenic 1.5 DCi Dynamic. In met 

grey, 49,000 mile diesel, 7 seater.£5,995 

07 56 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.9 CDTi 120 Club. In black, 
92,000 mile diesel, 7 seater .£5,495 

56 FORD Focus 1.6 Sport 5-dr. In silver, 

51,000 miles, 2 owners.£5,495 

57 PEUGEOT 207 1.6 Sport Convertible. In met 

turquoise, 36,000 miles.£6,995 

07 56 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 VVT Life. 5-dr, tonic blue, 

automatic, 56,017 miles .£4,995 

56 SEAT Ibiza 1.4 Special Edition in yellow, 70,000 

miles, 1 owner, fsh, alloys etc.£3,995 

06 VOLVO S60 2.0 TSE In met. grey, 79,000 miles, 

high specification .£3,995 

06 VAUXHALL Meriva 1.4 Life in met red, 33,000 
miles, 2 owners.£3,995 

54 SEAT Ibiza 1.4S Automatic 3-dr in jazz blue, 

11,966 miles, 1 owner.£3,995 

05 FORD Mondeo 2.0TDCi 130LX 5-dr in silver, 
69,989 miles, diesel family hatch .£3,495 

55 NISSAN Micra 1.2S 3-dr in met red, 62,000 

miles, economical hatch.£3,495 

04 ROVER 75 2.0 CDTi Club Estate in silver, 79,000 

miles, diesel with a/c, c/d, etc.£3,495 

53 FORD Focus 1.8 TDCi Zetec 5-dr in silver, 56,000 
miles diesel at.£3,495 

56 KIA Cerato 1.6 Zapp 5-dr. In met blue, 

53,919 miles.£3,295 

56 CHEVROLET Kalos 1.4 SX 5-dr. In ice blue, 

21,000 miles, 1 owner.£2,995 

04 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Expression 5-Dr Auto. In 

Met Red, 57,000 miles.£2,995 

04 RENAULT Scenic 1.6 Expression in met grey, 

63,000 miles, family hatch .£2,995 

03 SEAT Ibiza 1.9TDi SE 5-dr. In met-bronze with 

alloys etc.£2,995 

06 06 MITSUBISHI Lancer 1.6 Equippe. 4-dr, silver, 

65,117 miles .£2,495 

03 53 FORD Fiesta 1.6 Zetec. 3-dr, burnt orange, 

71,322 miles.£2,495 

53 ROVER 75 Club 1.8T Auto. In met Gold, 

37,000 miles.£1,995 

01 Y TOYOTA Yaris 1.3 16v VVTi GLS. 3-dr, silver, 
automatic, 81,179 miles .£1,995 


54 FORD Streetka Luxury 

in met blue with leather, 

49,000 mile convertible 

£2,995 



06 VOLKSWAGEN Beetle 
2.0 3-dr 

Dark metallic blue, 49,717 miles 

£4,995 


% - " 


06 FORD Fiesta ST 

Red, 51,000 miles, 2 owners 

£4,695 



06 LAND ROVER 
Freelander 2.0 Diesel 

Met blue, 62,000 miles, leather, sat nav 

£8,995 



03 PORSCHE Cayenne 
4.5 S Automatic 

Silver/Black Leather, 39,000 Miles 

£14,995 


RaC 


All cars 

Just a small 


supplied with new MoT and 6 months RAC warranty. 

I selection of our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 


Ran 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry train Station) 01446 722600 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT All • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE • All CARS HPi CLEAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 


□ 


MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 
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GEM sport 


WALES QUIETLY CONFIDENT, BUT WARY OF 
IRISH BACKLASH IN SIX NATIONS OPENER 




P REDICTING the 
winner of a Six 
Nations tourna¬ 
ment is a notoriously dif¬ 
ficult {and, some would 
say, pointless ) exercise 
which, for this writer at 
least, is best left to others 
in the media who feel 
more qualified - for it is 
fraught with so many 
imponderables. 

Individual form, fitness, 
and availability are just three 
of the purely physical ele¬ 
ments to be taken into 
account - never mind the far 
more obscure mental and 
emotional factors that can 
have a crucial bearing on a 
team’s performance on any 
given match day - and about 
which those outside the camp 
can know nothing. 

Only one thing is certain, as 
the Six Nations kicks off this 
weekend - all of these con¬ 
cerns will be weighing heavily 


Don John previews a wide-open campaign that is impossible to predict 


on the minds of those who 
ARE in the know - the head 
coaches. After all, that is why 
they earn the big bucks! 

Those casting around for 
clues to the eventual outcome 
can, of course, point to last 
year’s tournament and on 
this basis, gifted but unpre¬ 
dictable France (who, against 
the odds, also made the final 
of the Rugby World Cup in 
New Zealand) are again the 
bookies’ favourites. 

In fact, though, it is not 
quite as simple as that. 

Judged purely on recent Six 
Nations results, Wales could 
again expect to finish fourth 
in the table - but that would 
mean ignoring the profound 
transformation that has taken 
place since then in the Welsh 
psyche - as evidenced in that 
physically awesome perform¬ 
ance against Ireland in the 
RWC quarter final - and also 


the heroic 14-man display 
that almost brought victory 
over France in the dramatic 
semi-final. 

After so many long years in 
the rugby wilderness, buoyant 
fans are justified in their 
growing optimism; though 
with such a relatively small 
playing base to draw on, the 
Welsh camp will be keen to 
dampen expectations - par¬ 
ticularly in the light of a 
mounting injury toll (possibly 
affecting up to a third of the 
World Cup team). 

Head coach Warren 
Gatland has sounded an opti¬ 
mistic yet cautionary note, 
pointing out that in the last 
four years, the tournament 
had been won by four differ¬ 
ent nations: 

“We had a good Rugby World 
Cup. It was great - but this Six 
Nations is wide open and we 
don’t want to let ourselves 


down he said. 

Harking back to the stun¬ 
ning 22-10 victory over 
Ireland in Wellington, the 
quietly-spoken Kiwi added: 
“We had done our homework 
for that RWC match, but I’m 
expecting a backlash ” (in their 
opening Six Nations clash in 
Dublin on Sunday). 

He is right to be wary, for 
there is no doubt that the 
Irish, boosted by the impres¬ 
sive showing of their top three 
regions in Europe, will be 
determined to avenge that 
crushing blow to their pride. 

Paul O’Connell, acting 
skipper in the absence of the 
injured Brian O’Driscoll, 
made Irish intentions crystal 
clear in the countdown to 
renewed hostilities between 
these two arch Celtic rivals: 
“There is no doubt that there’s 
an edge to it... It’s a tough 
rivalry... Some of the games 


have been brilliant, high inten¬ 
sity, physical encounters. 

“We lost to the Welsh in the 
quarterfinal of the World Cup 
because we didn’t play to our 
potential, and paid the price. 

We can’t afford to make a slow 
start against Wales on Sunday. ” 

If that match is key to both 
teams’ title hopes, so too is 
the other needle encounter on 
Saturday in Edinburgh, when 
the Scottish dark horses take 
on the ‘auId enemy’ England, 
now resurrected under ‘care¬ 
taker’ coach Stuart Lancaster 
- after the unfortunate 
Martin Johnson’s demise in 
the wake of World Cup fail¬ 
ure and players’ off-field 
misdeeds. 

Another prominent mana¬ 
gerial casualty at ‘HQ’, Andy 
Robinson, now mastermind¬ 
ing Scotland, has turned up 
the heat on his old team by 
stating that the Scots had let 


a priceless victory slip 
through their fingers against 
England in their RWC group 
match. Some of the English 
players, he said, had “disre¬ 
spected” Scotland: “ Their dis¬ 
respect took many forms and it 
builds up. In the end, it under¬ 
mined Martin Johnson as man¬ 
ager ,” Robinson added with 
feeling. 

Saturday also sees 
favourites France open their 
campaign under new coach 
Philippe Saint-Andre against 
long-odds Italy (who also 
have a new coach, Frenchman 
Jacques Brunei) but cannot 
afford to take them lightly, 
after being stunned by the 
Azzurri in the last Six 
Nations. 

It all goes to reinforce 
Gotland’s belief that “the 2012 
Six Nations is wide open”. 

So, let battle commence and 
may the best team win - hope¬ 
fully, Wales, of course! 

(SEE PAGE 12) 


CONSOLIDATION IS NOW THE KEY.... 

Mixed results for the 
town’s squash teams 


FOLLOWING the 
Christmas recess all 
three Cowbridge 
squash rackets 
teams have pro¬ 
duced mixed results 
in their respective 
league fixtures. 


having lost twice to the while Garfield Leask was Ford (3-2 after 1-2) Steele (no 4) at Llanishen 
north Cardiff club team edged out 2-3 at no 3 Julian Jenkins (3-1 after C. This fixture saw a 
in the previous campaign while Simon Payne 0-1) and Russ Watts (3-1) shuffle in the C Trio's 
- this time Nick Guard struggled to find some bouncing back from the team with Dave 
and his team returned form against an up and previous week's pastings! Matthews and Colin 

Colin Baxter returned Giles swapping places at 
a 2-3 at No 4 putting in a Nos 1 and 2 - good thing 
bonuses). This result was fol- fighting display before for Colin (winning 3-0) 

Wins were recorded at lowed up by a 1-4 reverse lack of match fitness got but a disappointing 

evening for Matthews (0- 


with the spoils winning coming Rhiwbina young- 
3-2 (15 pts to 11 with ster (Joe Cornwall). 


positions 1, 2 and 5 for at home to a strong the better of him. 

The A team Bar 44 Guard, Jon Bisson and Cardiff C outfit, only Jon The B's were unable to 3) 
travelled to Rhiwbina C Niall Sloan respectively Bisson at No 2 managing put a team on court for All teams will be look- 

a win. their week 3 fixtu 1 ' 

Nick Guard (no.l) and have re-arranged 
Garfield Leask (no. 3) home match 


improvement 


LESSON 


Family fun... 

' SU Bridgend 

/ GOLF 

f| Complex 

► Nine-Hole Golf Course 
Pay & Play 

► All-weather flood light 
driving range 

► All equipment 
available for hire 

► Professional Tuition 


Fitness and Leisure ... 
The Healthy Option! 


EXCELLENT VALUE 


Weekdays: 9 holes £6.00, 
18 holes £9.00 

Weekends and bank holidays: 
Prices retained 

Tel: 01656 647926 

We're easy to find - off A48, 
opposite Bridgend Ford 



their week 3 fixture but ing to consolidate their 
their positions following one 
with relegation and two pro- 
went down in five-setters Fairwater B to later in the motions (A to C respec- 
while there were no season. tively) in the remaining 

C team Trio's opened campaign, 
their account at home to In week 4 the Bar 44 
Cardiff University B - A's and B's travel to St 
posting a confidence Mellons B and Fairwater 
Another home defeat boosting 4-1 result on A respectively while 
was suffered at the hands their return to Division 3 Trio's C entertain the 
of a team from the - Colin Giles finding W.I.S. team from the 
Cardiff club in week 3 - things tough at no 1 - Sophia Gardens National 
this time a 2-3 reverse (7 going down 1-3 (match Sports Centre, 
points to 14) to Cardiff result 17-7). Club details ma y be 

Veterans. C’s skipper Dave obtained from 

Wins were posted at Matthews recorded his russ. watts @ btopen- 
Nos 5 and 3 from Niall side's only win at M f ) f^ d :E om (07779 
Sloan (3-0) and Garfield Rhiwbina F in the fol- 
Leask (3-1) - the latter lowing week's fixture 
recovering from a 5-11 however - a 1-4 reverse 
first game to come (5 pts to 19 with bonus- 


returns for Simon Payne 
and Niall Sloan at 4 and 5 
(match result 8-18 incl. 
bonuses). 


157407). 


RUSS WATTS 


through 11-5, 11-2, 11-9. 
Cowbridge B Bar44 


es). 


Unfortunately, this 


went to St Mellons C in promising start in South 
search of points, with Glam Div 3 was fol- 
only Tony Steele, guest- lowed up by two defeats 
ing from the ‘C’ team, away at Rhiwbina F (1-4 
scoring the only point in - 5 points to 19 including 
a 1-20 drubbing! bonuses) and at 

The B's hosted to Llanishen C (2-3 - 8 
Rhiwbina E in their sec- points to 14). 
ond fixture and helped Wins were posted at 
redress the balance of position 2 by skipper 
league points with a 4-1 Dave Matthews at 
(19-7 points win) - Chris Rhiwbina and by Colin 
Ranger (3-0); Richie Giles (no 2) and Tony 


PLENTY OF FUN AT 
COWBRIDGE RFC 


DESPITE no game since the 
emphatic victory over Banwen 
on January 21, training has 
continued in earnest and with 
just seven games to go before 
the end of the season there is 
still plenty to play for. 

The next game is at home against 
fourth placed Ogmore Vale, just three 
points behind us, on Saturday 
February 11. 

A close 3-8 victory for Cowbridge 
at Ogmore Vale will guarantee a hard 
fought match and on that day we wel¬ 
come the famous Boroughmuir rugby 


club from Edinburgh to Cowbridge. 

A coachload of 46 will be travelling 
to Wales on the Friday and staying at 
the Bear Hotel. 

Having enjoyed themselves at the 
club two years ago they are keen to 
visit again and will be joining us for 
the Ogmore Vale game followed by an 
evening in the club with entertainment 
provided by Sophie, who will be 
singing and leading the karaoke; more 
details next week. 

This Saturday the feast of rugby 
starts with the youth playing Rhiwbina 
at home, kick off 11am. 

RV/RK 


Under-13s outplay 
Dinas Powys rivals 


Despite the heavy 
conditions on their 
visit to Dinas 
Powys, Cowbridge 
under-13s out¬ 
played their oppo¬ 
nents in a one¬ 
sided contest, win¬ 
ning 63-0. 

The visitors dominat¬ 
ed all aspects of play 
and were rarely troubled 
by the few incursions 


into their half. 

Tries were scored by 
Cai Evans (3), Harrison 
Stevens and Sean 
Davies (2 apiece) and 
Ben Terry, Rhys 
Beynon, Joe Nott plus 
the try of the game, 
when second row Josh 
Evans sprinted 40 yards 
upfield before being 
hauled down just feet 
from the line, only for 
Otto Guwy to gather the 
ball and score; four of 


CLUB PREPARES FOR 
NEW CRICKET SEASON 


COWBRIDGE Cricket Club 
has begun preparations for a 
new season, with net practice 
starting at the impressive 
Cowbridge School sports hall on 
February 8. 

From beginners at under-9, start¬ 
ing at 6.30pm to first team seniors at 
8.30pm, all ages and all standards 
of play will be catered for. 


The club is especially keen to see 
new faces because the desire to 
improve standards is as burning as 
ever, and qualified coaches will be 
available to help all individuals 
reach new levels of play. 

To be involved, come along on the 
night, or contact Ian Evans, junior 
coordinator on 07712 077209 or 
Chris Ross, club secretary on 
07796446378. 


the tries were converted 
by Cai Evans. 

In the backs, scrum 
half Osian John provid¬ 
ed quick service to his 
backs throughout and 
centre Michael Thomas 
was rock solid in 
defence. 

The pack, well led by 
Duncan Ace, were ram¬ 
pant throughout the 
game, with Tom 
Edwards, Dan Bunney, 
Charlie Martin and 
James Waters control¬ 
ling lineouts and rucks. 

ML 


Book for 

VALENTINE’S 


at the 

( -Rgd Jfion 

01446 781208 





























